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In the first Gulf War, Operation En-

during Freedom, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, and the many missions they have 
faced in the past two decades, our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, marines, and 
coastguardsmen have defended our 
great Nation from those who wish to do 
us harm. 

On this Veterans Day, I submit to 
our men and women: Your service is 
not over and your mission is not com-
plete. Now, more than ever, your coun-
try needs you. Stand up. Tell your 
story. The next generation needs to 
hear from you. We are forever grateful 
for your service. 
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OPPOSE THE TAX BILL 

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, the simple 
truth is that the rich are getting richer 
in degrees unparalleled in human his-
tory in this country, the poor are get-
ting poorer, and the middle class are 
getting crushed. 

And now our Republican colleagues 
have offered a proposal to the Congress 
of the United States to make it worse. 
The fact is that, under the Republican 
tax bill, the upper 1 percent will be get-
ting a $1.7 trillion tax deduction. At 
the same time, independent reports tell 
us the middle class will be getting— 
millions of them—will be getting an in-
crease in their taxes, and we will be 
passing on $1.5 trillion in debt to our 
children and our children’s children. 

Mr. Speaker, this tax bill is a scam. 
It is traditional old-fashioned trickle- 
down economics that has never worked 
and has been the ruination of every 
great economy in every great country 
in the world. We have to oppose it and 
stop them from succeeding in this tax 
scam. 
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GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS AND 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore I go back to the great State of 
Texas today, I just want to say happy 
Veterans Day to our men and women 
who have sacrificed and served so 
bravely. 

I want to say, from all those who I 
represent in west Texas, thank you for 
giving up your day so that we could 
have our tomorrow. You represent the 
very best of our American values, and 
we are the most powerful, the most 
prosperous, and most generous Nation 
in the world. We are the most free Na-
tion in the history of the world because 
of you. 

God bless our veterans and God bless 
America. 

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I, 
too, rise to salute our veterans and to 
indicate to all of them that they are 
truly heroes walking amongst us. 

I want to thank all of the armed 
servicemen and -women for their self-
less dedication to the protection of this 
Nation every day, putting on the uni-
form unselfishly and standing in the 
gap. 

I think it is also important to note 
the many families who are also a part 
of this freedom. 

And let me acknowledge the 21.6 mil-
lion brave men and women who are vet-
erans of our Nation’s military service: 
30,000 of them in the 18th Congressional 
District. 

But I want to take a moment—and I 
will be speaking about this tomorrow 
and on Saturday, Veterans Day, about 
POWs and MIAs. I want to salute Con-
gressman SAM JOHNSON from Texas and 
Senator JOHN MCCAIN from Arizona, 
both of whom suffered injuries, whom 
you can even see now in the United 
States Congress, during their time as a 
POW. I honor them, and I hold them in 
high esteem. 

And to the families of the MIAs from 
all of the wars, I want to say to them 
that we continue to pray for your loved 
ones. 

As a sponsor of eight pieces of legis-
lation and 35 pieces of legislation that 
I cosponsored to make lives of veterans 
better, today I salute you and say 
happy Veterans Day. God bless all of 
you, and God bless this free Nation, the 
United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to all the 
men and women who have served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States and risked 
their lives to defend our freedoms and way of 
life. 

Veterans are truly heroes walking among 
us. 

I want to thank all of our armed serviceman 
and women for their selfless dedication to our 
protection every day. 

Each Veterans Day, Americans come to-
gether to remember those who have served 
our country around the world in the name of 
freedom and democracy. 

The debt that we owe to them is immeas-
urable. 

Their sacrifices, and those of their families, 
are freedom’s foundation. 

Without the brave efforts of all the soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines, Coast Guardsmen 
and women, and the National Guard and their 
families, our country would not live so freely. 

I offer my deepest gratitude to our nation’s 
troops and reservists, their families, and the 
21.6 million veterans, including 29,126 here in 
the 18th Congressional District. 

21.6 million brave men and women are vet-
erans of our nation’s military service. 

Nine in ten military families believe the pub-
lic does not understand or appreciate their 
sacrifices. 

We use Veterans Day to show our veterans 
and military families how important they are to 
us and how grateful we are for them each and 
every day. 

November is National Caregivers Month to 
show our caregivers how grateful we are for 
them. 

It is only fitting that we thank those care-
givers who serve our military today. 

5.5 million spouses, parents, children, and 
other loved ones care for our wounded war-
riors and 15 percent of caregivers spend 40 
plus hours a week providing care for our mili-
tary families. 

As a Senior Member of the House Commit-
tees on Judiciary and Homeland Security, 
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and In-
vestigations, I care deeply about our veterans. 

In this Congress alone, I have sponsored 8 
pieces of legislation and cosponsored 35 
pieces of legislation that will positively benefit 
our veterans and their families. 

On the battlefield, the military pledges to 
leave no soldier behind. 

As a nation, let it be our pledge that when 
they return home, we leave no veteran behind. 

This day and every day, let us honor their 
service with actions that fulfill our commitment 
to our troops, their families, and our vet-
erans—and that are worthy of our grateful na-
tion. 
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ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to start out echoing what my 
friend, Congressman RICK NOLAN, was 
saying: We should not be about the rich 
getting richer. 

There are different strategies to try 
to accomplish fairness in a free coun-
try. If it is truly free, people are going 
to have to have the opportunity to fail 
as well as succeed. The only other al-
ternative is the government kills any 
incentives to be more productive and 
just says: We are going to flatline ev-
erybody across the board, no matter 
how much you produce. 

We have seen, over and over through-
out history, that never works. Income 
redistribution never works. You kill 
the incentives. And, as I was told back 
in the summer of 1973, in an exchange 
program at the Soviet Union, by a 
bunch of farmers who were sitting in 
the shade mid-morning in the middle of 
the summer, I asked—and I tried to use 
my best Russian: When do you work 
out in the field? I couldn’t tell what 
was cultivated and what wasn’t. It all 
looked terrible. 

They all laughed. I thought maybe I 
had translated something wrong. But 
one of the farmers, in Russian, said: I 
make the same number of rubles if I 
am out there in the field, or in the Sun, 
or here in the shade, so I am here in 
the shade. That is why socialism 
doesn’t work. 

So there have been many different 
strategies that have been utilized 
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