
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 115th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S7125 

Vol. 163 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2017 No. 183 

Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable DEAN 
HELLER, a Senator from the State of 
Nevada. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, thank You for the gift 

of our veterans, those on Capitol Hill 
and beyond. May our veterans make us 
mindful of the price of our freedom. 

Lord, infuse us with a spirit of grati-
tude for those who have offered their 
lives on the field of battle that we 
might live in peace. Let not one of our 
veterans feel forgotten, neglected, or 
unappreciated. May they know by ex-
perience the deep and enduring grati-
tude of a grateful nation. 

Lord, You know the burdens that 
many of our veterans must bear. Some 
feel isolated and alone; others feel mis-
understood. Bring physical, emotional, 
and spiritual healing to their lives, 
providing them with the wisdom to 
trust You with their future. 

Lord, we ask Your particular bless-
ings upon the Senators who in military 
service have sacrificially given their 
time, comfort, strength, ambition, and 
health. Reward them one hundredfold 
for their sacrifice and service, blessing 
them more than they can ask or imag-
ine. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 9, 2017. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable DEAN HELLER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. HELLER thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the 
Wehrum nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of William L. Wehrum, of Dela-
ware, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
has been another important week here 

in the Senate. We are moving forward 
on multiple aspects of the President’s 
agenda. 

Later today, the Senate Finance 
Committee will release its plan for tax 
reform. I will have more to say on this 
in a moment, but I would once again 
like to commend Chairman HATCH for 
his leadership to get us to this point. 

The Senate is also focusing on con-
firming the President’s nominees so 
they can finally get to work. We have 
built strong momentum from last 
week, when we confirmed four circuit 
court nominees. This week we have 
confirmed nominees for the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of 
Justice, and the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. 

Soon we will also confirm the head of 
a critical office at the EPA. William 
Wehrum will put his experience to good 
use as Assistant Administrator for the 
EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation. This 
office is one of the EPA’s most impor-
tant but, unfortunately, under the 
Obama administration, was also among 
the offices with the most significant 
overreach. Obviously it was in des-
perate need of new leadership from 
someone who understands how to im-
plement clean air policies in a balanced 
way. That is William Wehrum. I look 
forward to advancing his nomination 
shortly. 

Confirming President Trump’s tal-
ented nominees to the Federal Govern-
ment will continue to be a priority of 
this Senate, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to get this 
done. 

TAX REFORM 
Now on another matter, Mr. Presi-

dent, today Chairman HATCH will lay 
out his legislative proposal for tax re-
form. It is the product of a lot of hard 
work, dozens of hearings, and member 
input, and I look forward to its release 
later today. 

The release of this plan is another 
critical step toward providing relief to 
the middle class. Once it is unveiled, 
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