November 13, 2017
HONORING ISAAC A. WASHBURN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Isaac A.
Washburn. Isaac is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 121,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Isaac has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Isaac has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Isaac
has become a member of the Tribe of Mic-O-
Say. Isaac has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Isaac A. Washburn for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
COLONEL DALE GLENN DERR

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2017

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today | recog-
nize Lieutenant Colonel Dale Glenn Derr of
Berks County, Pennsylvania. Lt. Col. Derr
served our country in the U.S. Air Force for
two decades during which he received many
honors and awards.

Lt. Col. Derr decided to commission into the
Air Force after receiving his teaching certifi-
cate. His mentor, Samuel Gundy—World War
Il bomber pilot, POW, and esteemed natu-
ralist, was a major influence in the future Lt.
Col.’s life and his decision to join the military.
This decision began an illustrious 20 year ca-
reer of service to our nation.

Lt. Col. Derr quickly became known for his
keen operational and scientific talents during
his tours of duty in Europe. Here he received
Distinguished Graduate honors at the pres-
tigious NATO School in Oberammergau, Ger-
many. Upon returning home, the Lt. Col. was
selected to be an instructor on weapons of
mass destruction at the Interservice Nuclear
Weapons School. He would go on to again be
awarded the Distinguished Graduate Honors
while at the Technical Instructor School. Even-
tually, he was named top instructor for the
Technical Training Group in 1990.

Since retiring from the Air Force, Lt. Col.
Derr has continued his dedication to our coun-
try and those who have served it by directing
the Department of Veteran Affairs for Berks
County. In this capacity he works to ensure
the county’s 27,000 veterans have access to
the department’s many services and benefits.

| commend Lt. Col. Derr for his dedication to
our country and community through his teach-
ing and service. He is a leader in his commu-
nity and continues to do his most to help
those around him.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING THE LIFE AND CAREER
OF ART DOUCETTE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2017

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and career of Art Doucette. Art
is a science teacher at Sequoia High School,
a community day school in Merced that pro-
vides second chances to at-risk students. Art’s
passion for teaching and the enthusiasm with
which he relates scientific concepts to even
his most challenging students has made him a
classroom favorite at Sequoia and a model for
teachers throughout Merced County.

Born in Arkansas to a military family, Art
moved over seventy times across the United
States and abroad as a child. One ofhis child-
hood homes was in Merced County, a com-
munity that would greatly benefit from Art's
work in the years to come. As a young adult,
Art worked as a finish carpenter until a serious
injury prompted him to attend Cuesta College
in pursuit of a new career. It was there that Art
met the love of his life, Holly, whom he mar-
ried in 2000. After studying chemistry and biol-
ogy at Stanislaus State, Art began his teach-
ing career. He eventually found himself back
in Merced County, where he has now taught
and inspired countless students for over a
decade.

Teaching at Sequoia High School offers a
unique set of challenges not found at most
high schools. Sequoia students often come
from adverse backgrounds and struggle with a
wide range of behavioral problems. It is in this
environment that Art has flourished as an en-
gaging and dedicated educator, characterized
by a genuine passion for his subject and un-
wavering faith in his students.

Not long ago, Art was diagnosed with can-
cer and has since had to spend much of his
time outside the classroom, seeking medical
care. It has not been an easy road, and the
pain and heartache associated with such a di-
agnosis is only made more acute by the ab-
sence felt by Art’s students and colleagues.
However, with his wife, Holly, and son, James,
by his side, Art is courageously undergoing
treatment and hopes to be back at Sequoia
soon. In his honor, Sequoia High School and
its affiliated network of schools are celebrating
Art's devotion and lasting contributions to his
community with an Art Doucette Honor Square
Dedication Day. | stand with the students and
staff of Sequoia High School in my support
and encouragement for Art and his family dur-
ing this difficult time, and in our shared grati-
tude for the difference he has made in
Merced.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life and career of Art
Doucette. Art’s relentless positivity and eager-
ness to resume teaching—even in the face of
immense personal hardship—is both humbling
and inspiring. Though the impact Art has
made on the community has not waned, his
presence at Sequoia High School is greatly
missed. His colleagues, his students, and | all
look forward to his return to the classroom.
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VETERANS INCREASED CHOICE
FOR TRANSPLANTED ORGANS
AND RECOVERY ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to support H.R. 2601, the Veterans In-
creased Choice for Transplanted Organs and
Recovery (VICTOR) Act of 2017. This is an
important piece of legislation and | am pleased
to support it.

The Veterans Health Administration has pro-
vided solid organ transplants since 1962 and
bone marrow transplants since 1982. Cur-
rently, there are fourteen locations across the
country that provide these services. However,
if a veteran does not live near one of these fa-
cilities, the difficulty of travel could prevent vet-
erans from getting the medical care they need.
Also, even if veterans are able to get to a fa-
cility, they still face the risk of getting
waitlisted. We need to provide more options to
veterans who require life-saving organ trans-
plant operations. H.R. 2601 provides the solu-
tion to this problem by amending the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 to allow eligible veterans to receive
health care from any facility which is related to
the Department of Defense, the Indian Health
Service, federal health centers, or any other
health-care provider who participates in the
Medicare program. The conditions of this pro-
gram apply to veterans who need an organ
transplant operation, live more than 100 miles
from a Veterans Affair transplant center, and
need care related to an upcoming transplant.

Since the closest Veterans Affairs transplant
center to my district in Georgia is almost 150
miles away in Birmingham, Alabama, this bill
would have a major impact for the nearly
45,000 veterans who live in my district. Should
anyone require a ftransplant surgery, they
would first be able to explore their options in
Atlanta instead of being forced to travel to a
different state, which is why | support H.R.
2601.

RECOGNIZING LARRY G. COX
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 13, 2017

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, a
distinguished business owner and close friend
of mine from my district, Larry G. Cox, will be
honored by the North Knoxville Business and
Professional Association at an event that ben-
efits the Boys and Girls Clubs of Tennessee
Valley on November 14th 2017.

Larry has one of the biggest hearts of all the
people | have known in my lifetime. Larry has
served the people of Knoxville for many years
by giving his time and effort to the Emerald
Youth Foundation, Kiwanis Club, and his
church. He also helped make our city a better
place through his tenure as a Knoxville city
councilman for two decades.

Father of Shane and Brooke, Grandfather of
Brielle and Kingston, and Husband of Brenda,
Larry Cox has created a legacy that few can
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