
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9187 November 14, 2017 
legal trouble after writing articles critical of 
Putin, including Novaya Gazeta reporter 
Anna Politkovskaya, slain in 2006. Markelov 
was shot by a masked gunman near the 
Kremlin. 

January 19—Anastasia Baburova, a jour-
nalist from Novaya Gazeta, was fatally shot 
as she tried to help Stanislav Markelov. Rus-
sian authorities said a neo-Nazi group was 
behind the killings, and two members were 
convicted of the deaths. 

2008 
Semyon Korobeinikov, allegedly a clothing 

salesman, lost his footing on a balcony and 
tumbled to his demise. A year later, 
Korobeinikov was named as the purchaser of 
Universal Savings Bank, a dubious financial 
institution that had been fingered by inves-
tigators as a way-station for stolen Russian 
money. Only he didn’t buy the bank. It was 
part of a government ruse to exonerate the 
true owner, an ex-convict called Dmitry 
Klyuev, implicated in a series of massive tax 
frauds that cost Russian citizens $1 billion. 
Korobeinikov might have therefore borne 
witness against Klyuev, if he wasn’t conven-
iently dead. 

2006 
November 23—Alexander Litvinenko, a 

former KGB agent, died three weeks after 
drinking a cup of tea laced with deadly polo-
nium-210 at a London hotel. A British in-
quiry found that Litvinenko was poisoned by 
Russian agents Andrei Lugovoi and Dmitry 
Kovtun, who were acting on orders that had 
‘‘probably been approved by President 
Putin.’’ Russia refused to extradite them, 
and in 2015 the Russian president granted 
Lugovoi a medal for ‘‘services to the mother-
land.’’ After leaving the Russian Federal Se-
curity Service, Litvinenko became a vocal 
critic of the agency, which was run by Putin, 
and later blamed the security service for or-
chestrating a series of apartment bombings 
in Russia in 1999 that left hundreds dead. 

October 7—Anna Politkovskaya, a Russian 
reporter for Novaya Gazeta whose book, 
‘‘Putin’s Russia,’’ accused the Kremlin lead-
er of turning the country into a police state. 
She wrote extensively about abuse in 
Chechnya. She was shot at point-blank range 
in an elevator in her building. 

2004 
July 9—Paul Klebnikov, chief editor of the 

Russian edition of Forbes. He had written 
about corruption and dug into the lives of 
wealthy Russians. He was killed in a drive- 
by shooting in an apparent contract killing. 

2003 
October—Mikhail Khodorkovsky jailed for 

ten years. 
Sergei Yushenkov, the affable former army 

colonel, had just registered his Liberal Rus-
sia movement as a political party when he 
was gunned down outside his home in Mos-
cow. Yushenkov was gathering evidence he 
believed proved that the Putin government 
was behind one of the apartment bombings 
in 1999. 

July 3—Yuri Shchekochikhin, a Duma dep-
uty, journalist and author who wrote about 
crime and corruption in the former Soviet 
Union. He was investigating the 1999 apart-
ment bombings for Novaya Gazeta when he 
contracted a mysterious illness in July 2003. 
He died suddenly, a few days before he was 
supposed to depart for the United States. His 
medical documents were deemed classified 
by Russian authorities. 

April 17—Sergiey Yushenkov, 52, the affa-
ble former army colonel, who had just reg-
istered his Liberal Russia movement as a po-
litical party was gunned down outside his 
home in Moscow. Yushenkov was gathering 
evidence he believed proved that the Putin 
government was behind one of the apartment 

bombings in 1999. He was shot three times in 
the back by a single assailant using a pistol 
with a silencer, police said. It was the 10th 
killing of a member of parliament since 1994. 

INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE FIGURES ON 
RUSSIAN JOURNALISTS WHO WERE MURDERED 
OR DIED IN SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES 

2011—three Russian journalists dead (in-
cluding newspaper editor Khadzhimurad 
Kamalov, shot 14 times as he left his office); 
2010—two dead; 2009—five dead (including a 
young reporter from Novaya Gazeta, caught 
in a hail of bullets); 2008—four dead; 2007— 
one killed; 2006—two killed, including Anna 
Politkovskaya, and Yevgeny Gerasimenko— 
found in his Saratov flat with a plastic bag 
pulled over his head and computer missing; 
2005—two died; 2004—three, including Paul 
Klebnikov; 2003—three more; 2002—eight edi-
tor (including Valery Ivanov, editor, shot in 
the head); 2001—one; 2000—six dead reporters 
and editors. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, it is 
hard for people of goodwill to imagine 
the depth of depravity that Russia’s 
malevolent dictators will stoop to to 
serve the narrow, pecuniary, and polit-
ical interests of the few at the price of 
the many. 

Dr. Timothy Snyder, in his extraor-
dinary book, ‘‘Bloodlands,’’ recounts 
the intergenerational human tragedy 
wrought by Russian dictators, citing 
the 14 million civilians, women, chil-
dren, and families, who were murdered 
at Russia’s hand in eastern and central 
Europe. 

Vladimir Putin is the latest dictator 
in a long line of them, and, sadly, this 
dark history from Stalin to Putin con-
tinues today. It is instructive that 
Putin, himself, has written that his 
grandfather was a trusted cook for Jo-
seph Stalin, working inside the belly of 
the beast of tyranny. 

That is the cocoon from which Rus-
sia’s Putin has emerged. And now add 
to those millions of deaths over 10,000 
Ukrainian soldiers killed by Russia, 
with thousands upon tens of thousands 
more wounded and over 2 million peo-
ple displaced inside Ukraine, a country 
that simply wants to be free. 

As co-chair of the bipartisan House 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, I can 
attest our Members are committed to 
holding Russia accountable for tyran-
nical and malevolent activity in 
Ukraine, and even here in the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in pursuit of 
justice for Amina Okuyeva and in soli-
darity with other freedom fighters in 
Ukraine. Let her bravery in life serve 
as an inspiration to us all, and let the 
international community stand with 
Ukraine, shoulder to shoulder, as we 
continue to fight back against Russia’s 
invasion of a sovereign nation fighting 
for a future free of state-sponsored 
murder and occupation. 
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GIVE THEM A CHANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of an important 
bill that could help so many families 
with loved ones struggling with life- 
threatening diseases. I am talking 
about the Right to Try Act which 
would allow terminally ill patients to 
request access to experimental drugs 
after all other available treatment op-
tions have been exhausted as well as 
prevent the Federal Government from 
interfering with States that have al-
ready passed such laws. 

While Missouri passed a right-to-try 
law in 2014, I was reminded of the im-
portance of this bill just last year. As 
I was returning to my office one morn-
ing after votes on the House floor, I 
was stopped by a little boy, Zack 
Mongiello, who ran after me to catch 
my attention. Zack, who is only 11 
years old, is one of the most effective 
advocates for the right-to-try cam-
paign. His father, Frank, was diagnosed 
with ALS a few years ago. 

This devastating disease has an aver-
age life expectancy of 2 to 5 years, with 
half of those diagnosed surviving for 
only 3 years. Ever since that life- 
changing diagnosis, Zack’s family, in-
cluding his mother and five siblings, 
have been doing all they can to ensure 
passage of this important bill. 

When Zack came running up to me 
that day last year, his message was 
clear and powerful: ‘‘My dad is dying,’’ 
he said. ‘‘Please help.’’ I was incredibly 
moved by this, as I think anyone would 
be. Here is his picture. This precious 
little boy, whose family is dealing with 
the unimaginable, convinced me and 
numerous other legislators of the ur-
gency of this legislation. We must act 
now. 

I want Congress to help Zack’s fam-
ily and other families who have no 
other options. Washington should not 
stand in the way of Americans with 
life-ending illnesses who want to try to 
save themselves and have no other 
available options. 

That is why I am a proud cosponsor 
of the Right to Try Act and was glad to 
see the Senate pass their version of 
this bill. It is now time for the House 
to act, and I call on my colleagues to 
support this potentially lifesaving leg-
islation. Please join me so that we can 
give families like Zack’s more options 
and hopefully more time. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT PROCESS UPDATE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, it is always an honor to speak 
here in the well of the House of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. I do want to compliment you, 
Madam Speaker. I heard your state-
ments earlier, and I would like to asso-
ciate myself with the portion of your 
statement that dealt with transgender 
persons. 

Madam Speaker, I stand before the 
world today with an impeachment up-
date. I have previously indicated that 
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