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the Middle Atlantic-Great Lakes Orga-
nized Crime Law Enforcement Net-
work, and the Regional Information 
Sharing Systems Program. 

Last month, I had the opportunity to 
tour the MAGLOCLEN site in my dis-
trict in Newtown, Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania. As one of six regional cen-
ters, they serve Delaware, Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio, the District of Columbia, 
and Pennsylvania, as well as England 
and parts of Canada. Their work is in-
tegral to keeping local, State, and Fed-
eral law enforcement agencies in-
formed and equipped with the tools 
they need to do their jobs and to keep 
us safe. 

MAGLOCLEN and Regional Informa-
tion Sharing Systems have supported 
law enforcement agencies for a com-
bined 40 years. In 2016 alone, in Penn-
sylvania, MAGLOCLEN saw 299 re-
quests for criminal investigative re-
search assistance. 

MAGLOCLEN’s holistic approach em-
bodies the best of what an integrated 
information sharing system can offer 
to other local, State, and Federal law 
enforcement agencies. 

Mr. Speaker, we are proud of the 
work MAGLOCLEN does operating on 
behalf of the Regional Information 
Sharing Systems Program in my dis-
trict. We are here to support them and 
their mission to support our law en-
forcement community. 

f 

HONORING WORLD WAR II HEROES 
(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, on 
Saturday, I had the privilege of hon-
oring six World War II heroes at VFW 
Post 2423 in Indian Trail, North Caro-
lina. Each hero was awarded the 
French Legion of Honor Medal by the 
French consul. They were: 

Charles Richardson, who flew 35 com-
bat missions aboard a B–17 over 
France, the Netherlands, and Germany. 

Andrew McMahon received the Pur-
ple Heart while fighting to liberate 
France. 

William Rachui helped liberate Rome 
and southern France while earning five 
Bronze Service Stars. 

James Crump landed at Omaha Beach 
on D-day and received two Bronze 
Stars and three Purple Hearts. 

Aster Rider landed at Omaha Beach 
on D-day. As a rifleman on the front 
lines, he was one of only a handful of 
soldiers to survive. 

Harold Granger landed at Utah Beach 
on D-day. He helped save lives by find-
ing and disarming landmines. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in thanking these 
brave patriots for their service to the 
United States and the cause of liberty. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN 
(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise for the people of North Carolina’s 
12th Congressional District, to stand 
up for the opportunities our commu-
nity needs, and to reject the ‘‘billion-
aires first’’ Republican tax plan. 

This tax plan fails to hear the Amer-
ican people. It gives tax cuts to cor-
porations on the backs of the middle 
class. 

Last week, I sent a letter to the 
Ways and Means chair and to Speaker 
RYAN outlining the 12th District’s tax 
priorities and urging the inclusion of 
education-related deductions. 

Republicans refused to hear the call, 
so this week I announced my education 
tax package. This series of amend-
ments includes reinstating the tax-ex-
empt status of private-use bonds used 
to build infrastructure and affordable 
housing; reinstating the State and 
local tax deduction, protecting the 
funds used to pay for schools, commu-
nity development, and public safety; 
reinstating the student loan interest 
tax deduction; repealing the tax on tui-
tion waivers and student stipends; and 
incentivizing investments in STEM 
education. 

Communities across the Nation need 
the increased access to upward mobil-
ity, and education, the great equalizer, 
is the place to start. 

I urge my colleagues to support my 
amendments to make education acces-
sible for all students. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TRACY BECKER FOR 
RECEIVING THE KEYSTONE 
AWARD 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Tracy Becker on being awarded the 
2017 Keystone Award, which is the 
highest honor bestowed by the Penn-
sylvania Association of Chamber Pro-
fessionals. Tracy Becker is executive 
director of the Clarion Area Chamber 
of Business & Industry. 

The Keystone Award was established 
in 1963 to recognize outstanding service 
in and contributions to the profession 
of chamber management in Pennsyl-
vania. The award is not presented an-
nually but only when an individual has 
merited such recognition. 

Tracy is just the 24th person to re-
ceive this award since its inception 54 
years ago. She was nominated by her 
staff, the Clarion Chamber board mem-
bers, and fellow members of the Penn-
sylvania Association of Chamber Pro-
fessionals. 

Tracy began her chamber career in 
1987, and she has dedicated her life to 
the betterment of the community. She 
has been with the Clarion Area Cham-
ber of Business & Industry for more 
than 30 years, 13 of those as executive 
director. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly con-
gratulate Tracy Becker on this pres-

tigious honor and thank her for mak-
ing her community a better place to 
live and work. 

f 

b 1215 

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE COL-
LEGE OF LAW’S LEGAL CLINIC 
CELEBRATES 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
the University of Tennessee College of 
Law’s Legal Clinic on its 70th anniver-
sary. The UT Legal Clinic is a national 
leader in clinical education. 

The clinic has been ranked one of the 
top 10 legal clinical programs among 
public universities and 19th among all 
U.S. law schools. The UT Legal Clinic 
was founded in 1947, by Professor 
Charles Miller, and is the longest, con-
tinually existing legal clinic in the 
country. 

The clinic provides law students 
many opportunities to learn by doing. 
This approach prepares students for 
both the practice of law and providing 
legal services to the underprivileged. 
The work at the clinic has further ad-
vanced the cause of justice by serving 
thousands of indigent clients who can-
not afford legal representation. 

I want to honor and congratulate the 
UT College of Law’s Legal Clinic on its 
70th anniversary and thank it for its 
honorable service to the legal profes-
sion, the people of the State of Ten-
nessee, and to the entire Nation. I wish 
only the best for the Legal Clinic in fu-
ture years training and educating out-
standing law students. 

f 

THE MEDIA CAUSE POLITICAL 
DYSFUNCTION 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a 
recent Washington Post University of 
Maryland poll asked Americans whom 
they blame for causing dysfunction in 
the U.S. political system. 

It is no surprise that 88 percent of re-
spondents said the news media caused 
some or a lot of the dysfunction. Given 
that the liberal media unfairly blames 
President Trump for nearly all the 
problems in our country, they bear the 
burden of this dysfunction. 

Months of liberal biased reporting 
have shredded the media’s credibility 
in the eyes of most Americans. The 
media should report the facts objec-
tively. That begins with fair coverage 
of the President and his administra-
tion. So far this year, the media has 
been anything but fair. 

According to a new Harvard study, 
media coverage of the President’s first 
100 days was 80 percent negative, a 
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record for recent Presidents. Until the 
media becomes less slanted, they will 
continue to be a source of dysfunction 
in our political system. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 14, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 14, 2017, at 9:39 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1679. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2874, 21ST CENTURY 
FLOOD REFORM ACT, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 2810, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2018 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 616 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 616 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 2874) to achieve reforms 
to improve the financial stability of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, to enhance 
the development of more accurate estimates 
of flood risk through new technology and 
better maps, to increase the role of private 
markets in the management of flood insur-
ance risks, and to provide for alternative 
methods to insure against flood peril, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. In lieu 
of the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on 
Financial Services now printed in the bill, 
the amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, modified by the 
amendment printed in part B of that report, 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services; and (2) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider the conference 
report to accompany the bill (H.R. 2810) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 

for military activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and for 
defense activities of the Department of En-
ergy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration 
are waived. The conference report shall be 
considered as read. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the con-
ference report to its adoption without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate; 
and (2) one motion to recommit if applicable. 

SEC. 3. The Clerk shall not transmit to the 
Senate a message that the House has adopt-
ed the conference report to accompany H.R. 
2810 until notified by the Speaker or by mes-
sage from the Senate that the Senate has 
passed H.R. 4374 without amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-

olution 616 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 2874, the 21st Century Flood Re-
form Act, and the conference report to 
accompany H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2018. 

H.R. 2874, the 21st Century Flood Re-
form Act, reauthorizes the National 
Flood Insurance Program for 5 years, 
introduces great private market com-
petition, and provides additional re-
forms to benefit policyholders and tax-
payers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget has said that the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, or 
NFIP, is not fiscally sustainable in its 
current form. The 21st Century Flood 
Reform Act helps transition it to a 
more sustainable program. 

Importantly, the bill will help foster 
a robust product market for flood in-
surance, which allows private insurers 
to compete, in turn, driving down the 
price of policies while creating greater 
consumer choice. This is a win for pol-
icyholders and taxpayers alike. 

Representing Alabama’s Gulf Coast, 
it is important to me and my constitu-
ents that they have access to afford-
able flood insurance through the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program or a 
private insurer. 

I appreciate the inclusion of provi-
sions in the 21st Century Flood Reform 
Act to protect current policyholders 
while making the program sustainable. 

I also appreciate Chairman HEN-
SARLING’s willingness to work with 

Members whose constituents, such as 
mine, rely very heavily upon the NFIP 
to address concerns we raised about the 
initial version of the bill that passed 
out of committee. 

All in all, this bill is a positive step 
toward reauthorizing our Nation’s 
flood insurance program, which is cur-
rently set to expire on December 8. We 
must take action to ensure coastal 
homeowners and others in flood-prone 
areas have access to affordable insur-
ance. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the Senate 
to get a long-term reauthorization 
across the finish line and signed into 
law by President Trump. 

House Resolution 616 also allows for 
consideration of the final version of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
that was conferenced between the 
House and the Senate, reconciling the 
differences between two different 
versions. 

Mr. Speaker, before I go into the sub-
stance of the bill, I would like to take 
a minute to commend the open and 
regular order process that has taken 
place from start to finish. 

As a member of both the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and the Rules Com-
mittee, I have followed this bill 
throughout the legislative process and 
think we should all be proud of the reg-
ular order and the fact that a wide 
range of members played a role in 
crafting the final product. 

I applaud Chairman THORNBERRY, 
Ranking Member SMITH, and the entire 
Armed Services Committee staff for 
their dedication to an open process. I 
also appreciate the countless hours 
they have poured into this conference 
report. 

Just as a quick reminder, we consid-
ered 275 amendments during the House 
Armed Services Committee back in 
June, and another 210 amendments 
when the NDAA was considered by the 
full House in July. In total, 485 amend-
ments have been considered in the 
House, and, just as important, there 
was a clear bipartisan split between 
the number of majority and minority 
amendments. 

The conference committee continued 
this bipartisan and collaborative proc-
ess under the leadership of four chair-
men and ranking members. Once again, 
this year’s NDAA is truly a bipartisan 
and bicameral bill that provides the 
best for our military and national secu-
rity. 

Mr. Speaker, this NDAA follows 
through on our promise to our service-
men and -women and our constitu-
tional duty to provide for the common 
defense of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

The FY18 NDAA conference report 
authorizes a 10 percent increase in 
total military spending, reminiscent of 
the Reagan era defense buildup. The 
bill authorizes $626 billion for base 
budget requirements, $66 billion for 
overseas contingency operations, and 
$8 billion for other defense activities. 
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