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record for recent Presidents. Until the 
media becomes less slanted, they will 
continue to be a source of dysfunction 
in our political system. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 14, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 14, 2017, at 9:39 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1679. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2874, 21ST CENTURY 
FLOOD REFORM ACT, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 2810, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2018 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 616 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 616 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 2874) to achieve reforms 
to improve the financial stability of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, to enhance 
the development of more accurate estimates 
of flood risk through new technology and 
better maps, to increase the role of private 
markets in the management of flood insur-
ance risks, and to provide for alternative 
methods to insure against flood peril, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. In lieu 
of the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on 
Financial Services now printed in the bill, 
the amendment printed in part A of the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, modified by the 
amendment printed in part B of that report, 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services; and (2) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider the conference 
report to accompany the bill (H.R. 2810) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2018 

for military activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and for 
defense activities of the Department of En-
ergy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration 
are waived. The conference report shall be 
considered as read. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the con-
ference report to its adoption without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate; 
and (2) one motion to recommit if applicable. 

SEC. 3. The Clerk shall not transmit to the 
Senate a message that the House has adopt-
ed the conference report to accompany H.R. 
2810 until notified by the Speaker or by mes-
sage from the Senate that the Senate has 
passed H.R. 4374 without amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-

olution 616 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 2874, the 21st Century Flood Re-
form Act, and the conference report to 
accompany H.R. 2810, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2018. 

H.R. 2874, the 21st Century Flood Re-
form Act, reauthorizes the National 
Flood Insurance Program for 5 years, 
introduces great private market com-
petition, and provides additional re-
forms to benefit policyholders and tax-
payers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget has said that the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, or 
NFIP, is not fiscally sustainable in its 
current form. The 21st Century Flood 
Reform Act helps transition it to a 
more sustainable program. 

Importantly, the bill will help foster 
a robust product market for flood in-
surance, which allows private insurers 
to compete, in turn, driving down the 
price of policies while creating greater 
consumer choice. This is a win for pol-
icyholders and taxpayers alike. 

Representing Alabama’s Gulf Coast, 
it is important to me and my constitu-
ents that they have access to afford-
able flood insurance through the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program or a 
private insurer. 

I appreciate the inclusion of provi-
sions in the 21st Century Flood Reform 
Act to protect current policyholders 
while making the program sustainable. 

I also appreciate Chairman HEN-
SARLING’s willingness to work with 

Members whose constituents, such as 
mine, rely very heavily upon the NFIP 
to address concerns we raised about the 
initial version of the bill that passed 
out of committee. 

All in all, this bill is a positive step 
toward reauthorizing our Nation’s 
flood insurance program, which is cur-
rently set to expire on December 8. We 
must take action to ensure coastal 
homeowners and others in flood-prone 
areas have access to affordable insur-
ance. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the Senate 
to get a long-term reauthorization 
across the finish line and signed into 
law by President Trump. 

House Resolution 616 also allows for 
consideration of the final version of the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
that was conferenced between the 
House and the Senate, reconciling the 
differences between two different 
versions. 

Mr. Speaker, before I go into the sub-
stance of the bill, I would like to take 
a minute to commend the open and 
regular order process that has taken 
place from start to finish. 

As a member of both the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and the Rules Com-
mittee, I have followed this bill 
throughout the legislative process and 
think we should all be proud of the reg-
ular order and the fact that a wide 
range of members played a role in 
crafting the final product. 

I applaud Chairman THORNBERRY, 
Ranking Member SMITH, and the entire 
Armed Services Committee staff for 
their dedication to an open process. I 
also appreciate the countless hours 
they have poured into this conference 
report. 

Just as a quick reminder, we consid-
ered 275 amendments during the House 
Armed Services Committee back in 
June, and another 210 amendments 
when the NDAA was considered by the 
full House in July. In total, 485 amend-
ments have been considered in the 
House, and, just as important, there 
was a clear bipartisan split between 
the number of majority and minority 
amendments. 

The conference committee continued 
this bipartisan and collaborative proc-
ess under the leadership of four chair-
men and ranking members. Once again, 
this year’s NDAA is truly a bipartisan 
and bicameral bill that provides the 
best for our military and national secu-
rity. 

Mr. Speaker, this NDAA follows 
through on our promise to our service-
men and -women and our constitu-
tional duty to provide for the common 
defense of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

The FY18 NDAA conference report 
authorizes a 10 percent increase in 
total military spending, reminiscent of 
the Reagan era defense buildup. The 
bill authorizes $626 billion for base 
budget requirements, $66 billion for 
overseas contingency operations, and 
$8 billion for other defense activities. 
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