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[Rollcall Vote No. 272 Ex.]
YEAS—50
Alexander Fischer Perdue
Barrasso Flake Portman
Blunt Gardner Risch
Boozman Graham Roberts
Burr Grassley Rounds
Capito Hatch Rubio
Cassidy Heller Sasse
Cochran Hoeven
Collins Inhofe §§Zf§y
Corker Isakson Strange
Cornyn Johnson Sulli >
Cotton Kennedy utlivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Daines McConnell Tgomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
NAYS—47
Baldwin Harris Nelson
Bennet Hassan Paul
Blumenthal Heinrich Peters
Brown Heitkamp Reed
Cantwell Hirono Sanders
Cardin Kaine Schatz
Carper King Schumer
Casey Klobuchar Shaheen
Coons Leahy
Cortez Masto Manchin ’?‘taltaell}ow
Donnelly Markey UZS l?
Duckworth McCain a
Durbin MoCaskill Warner
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Franken Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Booker Menendez Van Hollen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to the Bradbury nomination, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of David G. Zatezalo, of West Vir-
ginia, to be Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Mine Safety and Health.

Mitch McConnell, John Hoeven, Thom
Tillis, Tom Cotton, Cory Gardner,
Jerry Moran, John Barrasso, Luther
Strange, Mike Crapo, John Cornyn,
Richard Burr, Mike Rounds, Orrin G.
Hatch, David Perdue, Marco Rubio,
John Thune, John Boozman.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of David G. Zatezalo, of West Virginia,
to be Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Mine Safety and Health, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ), and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:
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YEAS—bH2
Alexander Flake Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Blunt Graham Risch
Boozman Grassley Roberts
Burr Hatch Rounds
Capito Heller Rubio
Cassidy Hoeven Sasse
Cochran Inhofe
Collins Isakson ziﬁy
Corker Johnson Strange
Cornyn Kennedy Sullivgan
Cotton Lankford
Crapo Lee Th“?’e
Cruz McCain Tillis
Daines McConnell Toomey
Enzi Moran Wicker
Ernst Murkowski Young
Fischer Paul

NAYS—45
Baldwin Gillibrand Murray
Bennet Harris Nelson
Blumenthal Hassan Peters
Brown Heinrich Reed
Cantwell Heitkamp Sanders
Cardin Hirono Schatz
Carper Kaine Schumer
Casey King Shaheen
Coons Klobuchar Stabenow
Cortez Masto Leahy Tester
Donnelly Manchin Udall
Duckworth Markey Warner
Durbin McCaskill Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Franken Murphy Wyden

NOT VOTING—3

Booker Menendez Van Hollen

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 45.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of David G. Zatezalo, of West
Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Mine Safety and Health.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Thank you, Mr.
President.

Mr. President, the Senate has just in-
voked cloture on the nomination of
David Zatezalo, of West Virginia, to be
the Assistant Secretary for Mine Safe-
ty and Health. Mr. Zatezalo is uniquely
qualified to lead the U.S. Department
of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministration because he knows the in-
dustry inside out. He has spent his ca-
reer in mining, starting as a miner. He
is a member of a union. He worked his
way up to general superintendent in
Southern Ohio Coal and was a general
manager at AEP.

The Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee approved his nom-
ination on October 18, and I am glad
the Senate will have the opportunity
to vote on his confirmation.

The
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TAX REFORM

Mr. President, for a few minutes I
would like to turn to another subject.
Congress has turned its attention to
tax reform, and our principal challenge
is to find tax breaks and loopholes to
eliminate so that we can lower rates
for taxpayers.

I have a nomination. The top of the
list should be ending the wind produc-
tion tax credit. Congress has already
recognized the need to end the wind
production tax credit by passing legis-
lation to phase out the credit by 2020.

The draft House tax proposal reduces
the amount available for new wind tur-
bines by returning the credit to its
original value instead of adjusting it
for inflation, but we should do better.
Instead of phasing it out, we should
end the wind production tax credit this
year. Ending the wind production tax
credit on December 31, 2017, would save
over $4 billion, which we could then use
to lower tax rates for the American
people.

The wind production tax credit has
been in place for 25 years. It has been
extended 10 different times by Con-
gress. It was originally set to expire in
1999.

Tax credits are best used to jump-
start new and emerging technologies.
It has been a quarter of a century.
Wind turbines are no longer a new
technology.

President Obama’s Energy Secretary,
Steven Chu, testified that he believes
that wind is a mature technology. It is
time to end this wasteful and expensive
subsidy for a clearly mature tech-
nology.

To date, the wind production tax
credit has already cost the taxpayers
billions. For 8 years—from 2008 to
2015—the wind production tax credit
cost taxpayers $9.6 billion. That is
more than $1 billion per year.

According to the Congressional Re-
search Service, the wind production
tax credit is expected to cost taxpayers
over $23 billion between 2016 and 2020,
and the cost to taxpayers will continue
until 2030. That is because when you
extend the wind production tax credit
for 1 year, it is really for 10 years.

To benefit from the tax credit, wind
developers must just begin construc-
tion of a wind project before December
31, 2019. Then those developers can reap
the tax benefits for a decade.

Despite the billions Congress has pro-
vided in subsidies, wind energy still
produces only 6 percent of our coun-
try’s electricity and 17 percent of our
country’s carbon-free electricity. By
contrast, nuclear is 20 percent of our
electricity and 60 percent of our emis-
sions-free, carbon-free electricity.

The wind blows only about one-third
of the time. Until there is some way to
store large amounts of wind, a utility
still needs to operate nuclear, gas, and
coal plants when the wind doesn’t
blow.
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