
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7215 November 14, 2017 
S. 2094 

At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2094, a bill to require the 
prompt reporting for national instant 
criminal background check system 
purposes of members of the Armed 
Forces convicted of domestic violence 
offenses under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2107 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2107, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to require the 
Under Secretary of Health to report 
major adverse personnel actions in-
volving certain health care employees 
to the National Practitioner Data 
Bank and to applicable State licensing 
boards, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 75 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 75, a resolution recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, the largest or-
ganization of food and nutrition profes-
sionals in the world. 

S. RES. 323 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 323, a resolution re-
quiring sexual harassment training for 
Members, officers, employees, interns, 
and fellows of the Senate and a peri-
odic survey of the Senate. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. ISAKSON, and 
Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. 2120. A bill to prevent inter-
national violence against women, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today, I 
join my colleagues, Senators SHAHEEN, 
ISAKSON, and MENENDEZ, in introducing 
the International Violence Against 
Women Act of 2017. This legislation 
makes ending violence against women 
and girls a top diplomatic priority. It 
permanently authorizes the State De-
partment’s Office of Global Women’s 
Issues and the position of the Ambas-
sador-at-Large for Global Women’s 
Issues. It requires the Administration 
to develop and implement an annual 
strategy to prevent and respond to vio-
lence against women and girls for each 
of the five years after the date of en-
actment. This bill would ensure that 
efforts begun under President George 
W. Bush and President Obama to com-
bat gender-based violence continue in 
future Administrations. 

Mr. President, we have witnessed 
great strides in women’s equality in 
our own Country, and in much of the 

world, over the past century. Across 
vast swathes of the globe, however, vio-
lence against women and forced mar-
riage remain everyday problems. One 
out of every three women worldwide 
will be physically, sexually, or other-
wise abused during her lifetime, with 
rates reaching 70 percent in some coun-
tries. This type of violence ranges from 
domestic violence, rape, and acid burn-
ings to dowry deaths and so-called 
‘‘honor killings.’’ Violence against 
women and girls is a human rights vio-
lation, a public health epidemic, and a 
barrier to solving global challenges 
such as extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS, 
and conflict. Such violence is often ex-
acerbated in humanitarian emer-
gencies and conflict settings. 

In Iraq and Syria, girls and women 
have been abducted from their homes 
and villages, sold into sexual slavery, 
and forced into marriages with fighters 
of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant. In Burma, rape is used as a weap-
on against the women and girls of the 
Rohingya ethnic group. In Nigeria, 
girls as young as 11-years-old are of-
fered a horrendous choice by Boko 
Haram: carry out suicide bomb attacks 
against Nigerian villages or live in 
forced marriages and sexual slavery. 

This systemic targeting of women is 
not confined to conflict zones. In India, 
the United Nations special rapporteur 
on violence against women said that 
they experience such crimes ‘‘from 
womb to tomb.’’ Compounding this 
tragedy, local police often decline to 
investigate or seek justice. In Afghani-
stan, women and girls are concerned 
that as Western forces draw down and 
attention shifts away from their coun-
try, the fragile gains that have been 
made there could be lost. 

The International Violence Against 
Women Act—IVAWA—ensures that the 
U.S. will continue to take a leadership 
role in combatting these problems. It 
establishes that it is the policy of the 
United States to take action to prevent 
and respond to violence against women 
and girls around the globe and to sys-
tematically integrate and coordinate 
efforts to address gender-based vio-
lence into U.S. foreign policy and for-
eign assistance programs. 

Specifically, IVAWA will foster ef-
forts in four areas. First, it will in-
crease legal and judicial protections by 
establishing and supporting laws and 
legal structures that prevent and ap-
propriately respond to all forms of vio-
lence against women and girls, includ-
ing ‘‘honor killings’’ and forced mar-
riage. Emphasis will be placed on pro-
moting political, legal, and institu-
tional reforms that recognize violence 
against women and girls as a crime and 
train police and the judiciary to hold 
violators accountable and to respond to 
the needs of victims. Second, IVAWA 
will increase efforts to build health 
sector capacity, integrating programs 
to address violence against women and 
girls into existing health programs fo-
cused on child survival, women’s 
health, and HIV/AIDS prevention. 

Third, IVAWA will focus on preventing 
violence by changing community 
norms and attitudes about the accept-
ability of violence against women and 
girls. And fourth, IVAWA will focus on 
reducing women and girls’ vulner-
ability to violence by improving their 
economic status and educational op-
portunities. Efforts will include ensur-
ing that women have access to job 
training and employment opportunities 
and increasing their right to own land 
and property, allowing them to poten-
tially support themselves and their 
children. 

Violence has a profound effect on the 
lives of women and girls. In addition to 
being a pressing human rights issue, 
such violence contributes to inequality 
and political instability, making it a 
security issue as well as a moral issue 
for us all. I am committed to con-
tinuing to work with my colleagues to 
end violence against women and girls 
and to provide the assistance and re-
sources necessary to achieve this goal. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, and Ms. HARRIS): 

S. 2124. A bill to ensure the privacy 
and security of sensitive personal in-
formation, to prevent and mitigate 
identity theft, to provide notice of se-
curity breaches involving sensitive per-
sonal information, and to enhance law 
enforcement assistance and for other 
protections against security breaches, 
fraudulent access, and misuse of per-
sonal information; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I 
am introducing the Consumer Privacy 
Protection Act of 2017. This legislation, 
if enacted, will help ensure that when 
Americans entrust corporations with 
their most sensitive personal informa-
tion, these corporations take the right 
steps to keep this information secure, 
and do the right thing in the event of 
a data breach. In today’s modern 
world, data security is no longer just 
about protecting our identities and our 
bank accounts; it is about protecting 
our privacy and even our National se-
curity. 

The need for this legislation has long 
been clear, and never more so than in 
the wake of the recent, massive 
Equifax data breach. After media in-
vestigations and multiple Congres-
sional hearings, we learned that the 
Equifax breach exposed the sensitive 
personal information of almost half the 
American population. We also learned 
that Equifax failed to take basic steps 
to secure its databases, and waited an 
unjustifiably long period before noti-
fying consumers and regulators. Clear-
ly, it is past time for all corporations 
that hold our personal information to 
maintain some common-sense, baseline 
cybersecurity standards. 

Corporations make significant profits 
from our personal information, and 
they should be obligated to keep it 
safe. Yet too often, data breaches con-
tinue to plague American businesses 
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and compromise the privacy of mil-
lions of consumers. At the same time, 
the amount of information we share 
with corporations who are the target of 
these breaches is growing. Corpora-
tions collect and store our social secu-
rity numbers, our bank account infor-
mation, and our email addresses. They 
collect information about our private 
health and medical conditions. They 
know what routes we take to work and 
where we drop our kids off at school. 
They can replicate our fingerprints or 
even faceprints. We trust them with 
private photographs that we store in 
the cloud. This information is increas-
ingly targeted by both criminal hack-
ers and nation-states, including hostile 
foreign powers. 

The Consumer Privacy Protection 
Act I am introducing today is based on 
legislation I first introduced in 2015, 
and builds and expands on data secu-
rity legislation that I have introduced 
in Congress since 2005. It seeks to pro-
tect the vast amount of information 
that we now share with corporations 
each and every day. Americans want to 
know that the corporations who are 
profiting from their information are 
actually doing something to prevent 
the next data breach. Americans want 
to know when someone has had unau-
thorized access to their bank accounts 
and to their private family photo-
graphs, but they do not just want to be 
notified of yet another data breach. 
Consumers should not have to settle 
for mere notice of data breaches. Amer-
ican consumers deserve protection. 
This legislation would accomplish that. 

The Consumer Privacy Protection 
Act requires that corporations meet 
certain baseline privacy and data secu-
rity standards to keep information 
they store about their customers safe, 
and requires that corporations provide 
notice and protection to consumers in 
the event of a breach. This legislation 
protects broad categories of data, in-
cluding, (1) social security numbers 
and other government-issued identi-
fication numbers; (2) financial account 
information, including credit card 
numbers and bank accounts; (3) online 
usernames and passwords, including 
email names and passwords; (4) unique 
biometric data, including fingerprints; 
(5) information about a person’s phys-
ical and mental health; (6) information 
about geolocation; and (7) access to pri-
vate digital photographs and videos. 

It is true that not every breach can 
be prevented. Cyber criminals and na-
tion-state actors are determined and 
constantly looking for new ways to 
pierce the most sophisticated security 
systems. But just as we expect a bank 
to put a lock on the front door and an 
alarm on the vault to protect its cus-
tomers’ money, we expect corporations 
to take reasonable measures to protect 
the personal information they collect 
from us. Unfortunately, many of the 
corporations that profit from the very 
information that we entrust them to 
protect, have woefully inadequate 
measures to secure this information. 

For others, security is simply not a 
priority. American consumers deserve 
better and our national security de-
mands it. 

This legislation creates civil pen-
alties for corporations that fail to meet 
the required privacy and data security 
standards established in the bill or fail 
to provide notice and protection to 
consumers when a breach occurs. The 
Department of Justice, the Federal 
Trade Commission, and State attor-
neys general each have a role in en-
forcement. This legislation also re-
quires corporations to inform Federal 
law enforcement of all large data 
breaches, as well as breaches that 
could impact the federal government. 
Such notification is necessary to help 
law enforcement bring these cyber 
criminals to justice and identify pat-
terns that help protect against future 
attacks. 

Many Americans understandably as-
sume Federal law already protects this 
sensitive information—common sense 
tells us that it should. Unfortunately, 
the reality is that it does not. States 
provide a patchwork of protection, and 
while some laws are strong, others are 
not. For example, my home state of 
Vermont has a strong data breach noti-
fication law that that has been in ef-
fect since 2007. But there are many 
other States that have not passed data 
security laws designed to prevent data 
breaches. 

This legislation sets a floor: a base-
line standard that that protects Ameri-
cans across the country, while also 
freeing individual States to provide 
even stronger protections to their resi-
dents. In crafting Federal law, we must 
be careful not to override strong State 
laws, but we also need to ensure that 
all Americans, regardless of where they 
live, have their privacy protected. To 
this end, the Consumer Privacy Protec-
tion Act preempts State law relating 
to data security and data breach notifi-
cation only to the extent that the pro-
tections under those laws are weaker 
than those provided for in this bill. We 
must ensure that consumers do not 
lose privacy protections they currently 
enjoy. Since this bill is modeled after 
those States with the strongest con-
sumer protections, I believe it will im-
prove protections for consumers in 
nearly every State. 

I am joined today by Senators MAR-
KEY, BLUMENTHAL, WYDEN, FRANKEN, 
and BALDWIN in introducing this legis-
lation. These Senators have long 
shared my commitment to protecting 
consumer privacy. This legislation also 
has the support of leading consumer 
privacy advocates, including: the Cen-
ter for Democracy and Technology, the 
Consumer Federation of America, New 
America’s Open Technology Institute, 
and Public Knowledge. 

Millions of Americans who have had 
their personal information com-
promised or stolen as a result of a data 
breach consider this issue to be of crit-
ical importance and a priority for the 
Senate. Protecting privacy rights 

should be important to all of us, re-
gardless of party or ideology. I hope all 
Senators will support this common- 
sense measure to better protect Ameri-
cans’ privacy. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 331—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
GOALS OF NATIONAL ADOPTION 
DAY AND NATIONAL ADOPTION 
MONTH BY PROMOTING NA-
TIONAL AWARENESS OF ADOP-
TION AND THE CHILDREN 
AWAITING FAMILIES, CELE-
BRATING CHILDREN AND FAMI-
LIES INVOLVED IN ADOPTION, 
AND ENCOURAGING THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO SE-
CURE SAFETY, PERMANENCY, 
AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL CHIL-
DREN 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WICKER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
ENZI, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mrs. ERNST, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. CASEY, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
BOOKER, and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 331 

Whereas there are millions of unparented 
children in the world, including 427,910 chil-
dren in the foster care system in the United 
States, approximately 111,820 of whom are 
waiting for families to adopt them; 

Whereas 62 percent of the children in foster 
care in the United States are age 10 or 
younger; 

Whereas the average length of time a child 
spends in foster care is approximately 2 
years; 

Whereas, for many foster children, the 
wait for a loving family in which the chil-
dren are nurtured, comforted, and protected 
seems endless; 

Whereas, in 2015, over 20,000 youth ‘‘aged 
out’’ of foster care by reaching adulthood 
without being placed in a permanent home; 

Whereas, every day, loving and nurturing 
families are strengthened and expanded when 
committed and dedicated individuals make 
an important difference in the life of a child 
through adoption; 

Whereas, while nearly a quarter of individ-
uals in the United States have considered 
adoption, a majority of individuals in the 
United States have misperceptions about the 
process of adopting children from foster care 
and the children who are eligible for adop-
tion; 

Whereas 50 percent of individuals in the 
United States believe that children enter the 
foster care system because of juvenile delin-
quency, when in reality the vast majority of 
children who have entered the foster care 
system were victims of neglect, abandon-
ment, or abuse; 

Whereas 39 percent of individuals in the 
United States believe that foster care adop-
tion is expensive, when in reality there is no 
substantial cost for adopting from foster 
care and financial support is available to 
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