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systematically denied access to their Constitu-
tional rights. The Constitution guarantees all 
women the right to access abortions and pro-
hibits the government from putting an undue 
burden on that right. However, the recent case 
of Jane Doe litigated in Garza v. Hargan, is a 
stark reminder of just how far this administra-
tion will go to deny a young woman her con-
stitutional right to access an abortion. 

Jane Doe, a 17 year old unaccompanied 
minor, came to the U.S. and was subse-
quently detained and placed in a government- 
funded shelter where she discovered she was 
pregnant. She immediately sought an abortion. 
However, she was inhumanely and unconsti-
tutionally denied her right to an abortion. This 
administration’s Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment held Jane Doe hostage and barred her 
from leaving her shelter to access care, simply 
because the ORR Director Scott Lloyd and the 
administration disagreed with her health care 
choice to have an abortion. 

Jane Doe’s case is a heartbreaking one. 
While I am glad to see that the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals stood up for the rights of 
Jane Doe in that case and allowed her access 
to an abortion regardless of her immigration 
status, we know Jane Doe is not alone, and 
fear that many other young women’s rights are 
being denied by this administration. 

I have heard deeply concerning reports that 
the U.S. Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices now enforces unconstitutional policies 
such as systematically counseling young 
women against accessing abortion. Similarly, 
there are reports of mistreatment of pregnant 
women and mothers in incarceration and de-
tention. These reports illustrate that there are 
pregnant women sitting in solitary confinement 
without access to needed food and nourish-
ment, women are sometimes shackled during 
labor, and others are ultimately denied ade-
quate health care services. These policies and 
the mistreatment of women in incarceration 
and detention are simply shocking and rep-
resent a gross abuse of power by this admin-
istration. 

We need to know why this is happening, 
how often it is happening, and what can be 
done to prevent these situations. This is why 
thirty-one of my colleagues and I have re-
quested a Government Accountability Office 
report to examine the real situation of preg-
nant inmates and immigrant detainees in order 
to better understand efforts taken to protect 
them and their fetus. 

This administration must stop denying 
women their constitutional rights. We must de-
mand that this administration immediately end 
the cruel practices of intimidation and coer-
cion, and uphold the rights guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution. This administration 
must allow young women currently in govern-
ment custody access to the health care they 
need, including abortion. 
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COMMENDING CHILD ADVOCATES 
OF FORT BEND 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Child Advocates of Fort Bend for 
their continued commitment to helping foster 
children in Fort Bend County. 

Child Advocates of Fort Bend is the only 
program in the entire state of Texas that is 
able to match every single foster child with a 
volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA). These CASA volunteers advocate for 
the ‘‘best interests’’ of children in foster care 
and ensure that their needs are met. Through 
their CASA program, Child Advocates of Fort 
Bend trains volunteers so that they can best 
serve as a voice for these children in the 
courtroom. The lives of these children and by 
extension our communities, are stronger 
thanks to the dedication of these committed 
volunteers at Child Advocates of Fort Bend. 
We thank them for their commitment to volun-
teering their time for children who truly need it. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to the 
Child Advocates of Fort Bend. I thank them 
again for their dedication to foster children in 
our Fort Bend community. 
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HONORING MAJOR LESLIE R. 
HADLEY 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Major Leslie R. Hadley USAF 
Ret for his service to our nation. Major Hadley 
joined the United States Air Force and began 
pilot training at the age of 18. He piloted the 
B–24 Liberator, flying more than 30 missions 
in Europe and Korea, including historic D-Day 
missions over coastal France—June 4–7 
1944. 

Major Hadley was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross for Heroism and earned 
four Air Medals and other commendations in 
the service of our nation. 

A native of Ballardvalle, Massachusetts, 
Major Hadley was graduated from Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts and com-
pleted his study of statistics while in the serv-
ice at the Harvard School of Business. 

As a career officer, he lived in many places 
around the globe and retired while at McGuire 
AFB in New Jersey. He settled in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania with his wife, Muriel 
Hart Hadley, and their children. 

He was an active volunteer in his retirement 
years and composed many memoirs of the B– 
24 Liberator pilots and crews for their families. 

He will be laid to rest with full military hon-
ors on November 16, 2017 in Washington 
Crossing National Cemetery, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania. In his life, Major Leslie R. Had-
ley demonstrated courageous, selfless service 
to the United States of America and devotion 
to family and friends. He has the gratitude of 
his beloved nation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for 
Roll Call No. 624 (on the passage of H.R. 
3071). Had I been present, I would have voted 
yes. 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2810, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Conference Report to 
the FY18 National Defense Authorization Act. 
This legislation helps ensure that our men and 
women in uniform are equipped to carry out 
their national security mission. 

As the proud Representative of Naval Sta-
tion Mayport—the East Coast homeport for Lit-
toral Combat Ships—I commend the Com-
mittee for authorizing three more of these 
ships. The LCS platform currently provides a 
much-needed U.S. naval presence in global 
hotspots, especially in contested waters, and 
will do so for years to come. I would also like 
to commend them for allowing the Navy to 
make common-sense changes to the routine 
and low skilled maintenance requirements and 
practices of our forward deployed Littoral 
Combat Ships. 

As the Navy and we in Congress work to be 
good stewards of taxpayer dollars while meet-
ing the global threat, we must reevaluate our 
sustainment strategies so that LCS can be uti-
lized to the fullest extent possible. However, I 
would like to express my strong belief that the 
more complex maintenance availabilities and 
modernizations still require the expertise, pro-
ficiency and experience of the U.S. ship repair 
industrial base. Without a strong industrial 
base, our assets and sailors would be unable 
to meet the requirements facing our Navy. 

I thank the Committee for including detailed 
reporting requirements and a two-year sunset 
so Congress can work closely with the Navy 
to balance the importance of the U.S. ship re-
pair industrial base and the flexibility needed 
for the Littoral Combat Ships on extended de-
ployments. 

This bill is a strong example of Congress’s 
commitment to the LCS program and using 
taxpayer dollars wisely. I again thank the 
Chairman and the Committee for their hard 
work on this legislation. 
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THANKING THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF THE USS ‘‘WASP,’’ USS ‘‘OAK 
HILL,’’ AND USS ‘‘KEARSARGE’’ 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize those in our military who have worked 
tirelessly to help Americans in Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands in the aftermath of Hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria. Despite my continuing 
concerns about the dreadful federal response 
to the devastation in Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands, I know that the dedicated men 
and women of our military have been working 
day and night to help bring much needed relief 
to those in need. 

Without their help and aid, one can only 
imagine how much worse the situation would 
be now. 
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In the last two weeks, the USS Wasp, the 

USS Oak Hill, and the USS Kearsarge have 
returned home or are in the process of return-
ing home. In both Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands, the sailors and Marines aboard these 
ships cleared roads to ease the flow of people 
and relief supplies, conducted search and res-
cue missions, helped deliver much needed 
supplies, and most of all, were a daily re-
minder to those they met that our country 
helps its citizens. 

Speaking to the high tempo at which these 
men and women were working, the Navy re-
ports that during the 68-day period of its hurri-
cane relief deployment, the Kearsarge ‘‘con-
ducted more amphibious and flight operations 
than would be completed in a routine six- 
month deployment.’’ 

And I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the invaluable contribution of National Guard 
personnel, including those impacted directly by 
the hurricanes, and those from all over the 
United States, including my home state of 
Wisconsin. 

I would urge the Defense Department, even 
as these ships return home, to continue to en-
sure that its considerable resources and as-
sets remain available to help Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands in the trying weeks and 
months that still lay ahead. Our citizens in 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands will need 
our help for many months to come and the 
military must continue to be a key part of that 
effort. 

And I also strongly encourage the Adminis-
tration to quickly send a new disaster funding 
request that accurately reflects the proposals 
that affected communities, including Texas, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, have put 
forward outlining the federal aid they need to 
help communities rebuild better. 

Again, I salute the men and women in and 
out of uniform who have been and continue to 
help their fellow Americans during this deadly 
and devastating hurricane season. They are 
doing their part; now this Administration and 
Congress need to do ours in the coming 
weeks. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PHOENIX 
FIRE ENGINE COMPANY NO. 2 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Phoenix Fire Company No. 
2 of Pottsville, Pennsylvania. The fire com-
pany will be celebrating its 150th anniversary 
on November 25. 

The Phoenix Fire Company No. 2 originated 
from the Schuylkill Hydraulian Fire Company, 
which organized in April 1829 and was offi-
cially recognized the following year. This early 
company purchased a hand engine and was 
housed in Pottsville’s original borough build-
ing. In 1861, a few days after the attack on 
Fort Sumter, the Schuylkill Hydraulian Com-
pany reformed into a military company called 
the Union Guards of Pottsville. They left for 
Harrisburg on April 24, 1861 and were greeted 
by Governor Andrew Curtin when they arrived. 

Management of Pottsville’s fire apparatus 
was then left to the borough council. The 
Phoenix Fire Engine Company was estab-

lished during reorganization meeting in Sep-
tember 1867. A hose carriage was purchased, 
and the company was headquartered at the 
corner of Centre and Norwegian Streets. In 
1885, a cornerstone was set for a new fire 
house on East Norwegian Street, and this very 
house continues to serve as the station for the 
Phoenix Fire Company No. 2 today. 

The company operated with horse-drawn 
equipment until summer 1919. In July that 
year, an American La France truck with a sev-
enty-five-foot aerial ladder was purchased for 
$18,000 and shipped to Pottsville. That truck 
saw extensive damage in 1925 when Phoenix 
Company responded to a major fire in Me-
chanicsville. After a six-month repair process, 
however, the engine was restored to working 
condition and served Pottsville well until 1939. 

It is an honor to recognize such a historic 
and distinguished fire company. I am grateful 
for the Phoenix Fire Company’s 150 years of 
outstanding service to our community, and you 
can count me as a strong supporter for a suc-
cessful future. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2810, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I will vote 
against the Conference Report for H.R. 2810, 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year (FY) 2018. 

The agreement includes several provisions 
that I strongly support, including giving serv-
icemen and women a well-deserved raise of 
2.4 percent. Those who serve in uniform have 
made extraordinary sacrifices for our country 
and have earned and deserve a pay raise. 
The Conference Report also includes funding 
for Ukraine and Eastern Europe security initia-
tives to counter Russia’s heightened military 
provocations and annexation of Crimea. Addi-
tionally, it includes a provision recognizing cli-
mate change as a direct threat to our national 
security interests. 

Despite these important initiatives, I have 
strong concerns with the Conference Report. 
The agreement authorizes more than $692.1 
billion, which is $74.2 billion more than the FY 
2017 authorized level and $26.4 billion more 
than the president’s request. This includes 
$65.7 billion to the Overseas Contingency Op-
erations (OCO) fund, an account which is not 
counted in the budget and is not paid for. It 
adds to the deficit and is used as a slush fund 
by the Pentagon. 

Unlike every other federal agency, the De-
partment of Defense (DOD) refuses to com-
plete a financial audit so taxpayers know how 
the biggest bureaucracy in the federal govern-
ment spends their money. In fact, a shocking 
report released last December exposed $125 
billion in administrative waste that the Pen-
tagon tried to bury from being viewed by the 
public. 

The Conference Report also authorizes $13 
billion for the F–35 program, including 90 new 
planes, 20 more planes than the Trump Ad-
ministration requested. While I strongly sup-
port a modernized military, I have serious con-

cerns about the growing costs of the F–35 
program. The Pentagon has projected that the 
lifetime operating and sustainment costs for 
the F–35 fleet will total more than $1 trillion. 

I refuse to support increased bureaucratic 
waste at the expense of American taxpayers 
and our men and women in uniform. A more 
accountable and transparent department 
would ensure taxpayer dollars are directed to-
wards the needs of our troops and the bene-
fits they deserve, rather than buying unneces-
sary weapon systems, sustaining a Cold War 
era military force, and giving the president a 
blank check to fund wars Congress hasn’t au-
thorized. 

I have always advocated for maintaining 
Congress’s constitutionally-confirmed preroga-
tive to declare war under the War Powers Act 
and limiting the President’s authority to en-
gage in armed conflict without the consent of 
Congress. I strongly oppose the NDAA’s con-
tinued authorization of spending for wars that 
are not congressionally approved. The Pen-
tagon uses the 2001 Authorization of Use of 
Military Force (AUMF) to continue to justify the 
more than 16 years our troops have been 
fighting in the Middle East. In his short time in 
office, President Trump has already sent 
troops to Afghanistan, Iraq, Niger, Syria, and 
elsewhere without seeking a new Authoriza-
tion of Use of Military Force (AUMF), a viola-
tion of the War Powers Act. 

Additionally, the Conference Report pro-
hibits the closing of Guantanamo Bay, which 
costs more than $100 million each year to 
house 41 prisoners and has been used as a 
top recruiting tool by terrorists. Frankly, the 
prison at Guantanamo Bay has been a black 
eye for the United States, has eroded relation-
ships with our allies, undermined U.S. mis-
sions abroad, and put U.S. citizens and our 
troops at risk of retaliation. 

Congress can make responsible cuts to our 
defense budget without jeopardizing the safety 
of our troops or undermining our national se-
curity. Fiscal responsibility and accountability 
at the Pentagon would allow for funds to be 
better spent supporting the basic needs of our 
troops, meeting our obligations to veterans of 
past wars, and ensuring our true defense 
needs are prioritized. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (PFC) 
DAMIAN LAQUASHA HEIDELBERG 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory offallen Mississippi sol-
dier Army Private First Class (PFC) Damian 
Laquasha Heidelberg who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice on November 15, 2003, during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. PFC Heidelberg was 
killed when two UH–60 Black Hawk heli-
copters collided in Mosul, Iraq. He served as 
an administrative specialist in the Army. PFC 
Heidelberg was assigned to 1st Battalion, 
187th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

According to the Associated Press, PFC 
Heidelberg, a Shubuta, Mississippi native, was 
a former choir member and church usher. He 
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