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was remembered by Staff Sergeant (SSG) 
Sylvester Watkins on a memorial website. ‘‘I 
served with him in the TOC and he was al-
ways smiling and always spoke,’’ SSG Wat-
kins said. ‘‘When I heard ofhis passing, I was 
home on mid-tour leave from Iraq. I felt bad 
because it wasn’t me. That kind of trait found 
in Heidelberg is so hard to find, it must remain 
on earth. However, I realize his body planted 
in the ground is merely a seed which, after the 
winter, will blossom and show its wonderful 
colors. We will then know he is again among 
us. We love you, brother.’’ 

Phyllis Heidelberg, PFC Heidelberg’s aunt, 
told the Associated Press that her nephew 
was a good man. ‘‘He was a wonderful young 
man, sweet and mild mannered,’’ Ms. Heidel-
berg said. ‘‘He was slow to speak, loved to go 
to church, and always had a big smile.’’ Jerry 
Jones, one of PFC Heidelberg’s childhood 
friends, said of his determined work ethic. ‘‘He 
told me that he was trying to make something 
of himself,’’ Mr. Jones said. ‘‘He was trying to 
make it for his family and his baby.’’ 

Prior to enlisting in the U.S. Army, PFC Hei-
delberg was a student in the auto mechanic 
program at the Finch-Henry Job Corps Center 
in Batesville. To this day, a plaque commemo-
rating PFC Heidelberg’s service is on display 
at the facility. Earlene Brewer, a career and 
technical training instructor, recently said PFC 
Heidelberg was a standout student. ‘‘He was 
a good soul,’’ Mrs. Brewer said. ‘‘He was very 
friendly. His parents raised him right.’’ 

PFC Heidelberg is survived by his father, 
Grady Jones; his mother, Deborah Heidelberg; 
and his daughter, Stacie. 

PFC Heidelberg’s service and sacrifice to 
protect America will not be forgotten. 
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HONORING THE DODGE FAMILY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, this year the Riv-
erdale Neighborhood House is celebrating its 
145th Anniversary, and to mark the occasion 
they are honoring the family that started it all 
for them, the Dodges, at their annual anniver-
sary gala. 

Few names are as synonymous with RNH 
and the Northwest Bronx as the Dodges. Their 
roots in the community run deep, starting in 
1872 when Grace Hoadley Dodge founded the 
Riverdale Neighborhood House. Grace, at the 
age of 16, created a small library in one of the 
greenhouses on her family’s property in River-
dale. The library became a hub for the work-
ers in Riverdale and grew from there. In 1884, 
Grace helped Riverdale Neighborhood House 
acquire its own building, which provided com-
munity based services for the workers of Riv-
erdale. 

In 1917, Grace’s brother, Cleveland Hoadley 
Dodge, established the Cleveland H. Dodge 
Foundation. At the time, the Dodge family was 
profiting greatly off their copper mining busi-
ness due to the Great War. Dodge was deter-
mined, as he wrote to his Presbyterian pastor, 
that ‘‘I will not burn my pockets by keeping a 
cent of the money coming to me from war 
profits.’’ He set up the Foundation with the 
very general provisio that its income should be 
used ‘‘for the betterment of mankind.’’ Ever 

since its establishment, grants have been 
made by the Foundation to charitable and cul-
tural institutions in New York City. In many 
cases, members of the family had helped to 
found them and subsequent generations have 
continued to support them. 

The combined good works of RNH and the 
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation are too many 
to list. Through the years, many members of 
the Dodge family have shared their wealth, 
wisdom and support to the programs and 
services at RNH: Grace Parish Dodge, (Mrs. 
Cleveland H. Dodge) contributed to the Bay-
ard Dodge Pool project in 1945; Mrs. Pauline 
M. Dodge, (Mrs. Cleveland E. Dodge) served 
on the RNH Board for many years, and 
Grace’s grand nephew and grand nieces, Al-
fred H. Howell, Elizabeth Dodge R. Haxall, 
and Ruth Rea Howell, also served RNH during 
their lifetimes. 

The commitment the Dodge family has 
shown to RNH and our neighborhood is inspir-
ing. They have done a wealth of good for my 
constituents and I want to thank them as they 
receive this great honor. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll 
call votes 623, 624, and 625 on Monday, No-
vember 13, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call vote 624, and 
‘‘Nay’’ on roll call votes 623 and 625. 
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COLORADO NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOLS PROGRAM AWARD-
EES TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Connect Charter School in 
Pueblo, Colorado, which was recently named 
a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School by U.S. 
Department of Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos. 

With this award, the Connect School has 
been recognized as one of the nation’s high-
est performing educational institutions. Mem-
bers of the Pueblo community know that this 
honor is well deserved. The dedication shown 
by the teachers, administrators, and school 
staff is extraordinary, and I know they have a 
profound impact on the lives of each student 
who attends Connect School. 

National Blue Ribbon Schools are among 
the nation’s highest performing educational in-
stitutions, as measured by state assessments, 
nationally normed test scores, and graduation 
rates. Now in its 35th year, the National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Program has recognized over 
8,500 public and private elementary, middle 
and high schools. The Connect School should 
be proud of its inclusion in the 2017 award 
group, and I join the Pueblo community and 
entire state in offering my enthusiastic con-
gratulations. 

HONORING JAMES HENRY FORD 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor the life of James Henry Ford of 
Martinsville, Virginia. Jim passed away on Oc-
tober 28, 2017. He was a fine man who al-
ways had the interests of his community at 
heart. 

Jim grew up in Martinsville and made his 
career practicing law there for 58 years after 
he studied at Roanoke College and the Uni-
versity of Virginia Law School. As an active 
member of the Martinsville and Virginia State 
Bar, he served two terms on the Virginia State 
Bar Council. I came to know Jim when we 
served together on the Blue Ridge Boy Scout 
Council, which covers 21 counties and nine 
cities in Virginia, in the 1980s and 90s. I great-
ly respected his contributions as well as his 
commitment; whenever the council met, he 
would drive over an hour from Martinsville to 
Roanoke. This level of dedication was typical 
of Jim, who found every venue he could to 
serve the community around him. Along with 
the Boy Scout Council, he served as president 
of the Martinsville Jaycees, the YMCA, and 
the Kiwanis. He helped found and later led the 
Piedmont Arts Association. As a lifetime mem-
ber of Martinsville’s First Presbyterian Church, 
he served variously as Deacon, Elder, and 
Clerk of Session. For many years he served 
as Chairman of the Martinsville Planning Com-
mission and as Secretary of the United Fund 
of Martinsville and Henry County. He was also 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Pat-
rick Henry Scholarship Fund. 

Jim garnered honors for his work with these 
organizations, including the Scout’s Silver 
Beaver Award, the highest award a volunteer 
can receive at the council level, and the Jay-
cees’ Distinguished Service Award. His serv-
ice was a gift to the people of Martinsville and 
its surrounding communities. Our society 
counts on people like Jim, the men and 
women who dedicate their time, their re-
sources, and their passion to the places they 
call home. They do so not in search of mone-
tary gain or the acquisition of power, but out 
of a sense of duty to their community and joy 
in improving the lives of their fellow citizens. 

Jim is survived by his wife Sandra, his 
daughter Margaret, his son Martin, and his 
grandchildren Wesley, Sandra, Jimmy, and 
Charlotte. My thoughts are with them in this 
difficult time. The Martinsville/Henry County 
area is diminished by his passing, as we all 
are. 
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EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE WITH RESPECT TO 
UNITED STATES POLICY TO-
WARDS YEMEN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 13, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I have heard 
from many of my constituents who are con-
cerned about U.S. involvement in Yemen. The 
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country is in ruins, civilians are paying the 
price, and there seems to be little to no inter-
est in using our considerable heft and moral 
authority to search for and find a diplomatic 
solution. 

We are no closer to peace in Yemen today 
than when the first bombs dropped. What we 
do have after over two years of war and suf-
fering is a fractured country, repeated attacks 
on health and other civilian facilities in a coun-
try now experiencing a deadly cholera out-
break that could eventually reach 1 million 
suspected cases by year’s end, limited access 
to lifesaving humanitarian aid, including the 
decision last week by the Saudi-led coalition 
to close all ports and ground all humanitarian 
flights into the country that will only make a 
bad situation, worse. 

That decision was quickly condemned by 
the United Nations and others who warned 
about the dire consequences for Yemen’s 27 
million citizens. In the face of international 
pressure and condemnation, it appears the 
Saudi-led coalition may now reopen some 
ports but the situation remains dire. 

There are serious questions that need to be 
answered about U.S. involvement, direct and 
indirect, including what it is actually helping to 
achieve, and what are the costs. While partici-
pation in the Yemen civil war preceded this 
Administration, that fact does not remove the 
responsibility of the President and this Con-
gress. 

The final FY 2018 Defense Authorization bill 
(H.R. 2810) that we are going to consider later 
this week includes a provision calling for a 
U.S. Security Strategy for Yemen from this 
Administration. That would be a step forward. 
Unfortunately, the bill that will come before the 
House this week would strip—without public 
debate, discussion, or deliberation—a provi-
sion from the House-passed bill that would 
have barred any use of taxpayer funding to 
deploy members of the U.S. Armed Forces to 
participate in the ongoing civil war in Yemen. 

Additionally, the House-passed version of 
H.R. 1298 barred the use of taxpayer funds 
authorized in the bill to conduct U.S. military 
operations in Yemen. That provision was also 
dropped in conference with the Senate, again 
with no public debate or deliberation. If we 
agree that the humanitarian situation is hor-
rific, that a political solution is the only solu-
tion, then why keep the pathway open for 
broader U.S. military engagement? 

The provisions in the House-passed version 
of H.R. 2810 would have put strong teeth be-
hind the resolution we are considering today 
and behind the concerns expressed during 
this debate and in this resolution regarding the 
humanitarian crises that is unfolding in Yemen 
as a direct result of this damaging conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not in our nation’s interest 
to make a dangerous region only more vola-
tile. It is not in our nation’s interest to see 
Yemen become an even more broken and di-
vided nation and even a failed state. And it is 
not clear that continuing to do more of the 
same will not reverse those trends or bring us 
closer to the diplomatic solution that is almost 
universally recognized as the only effective so-
lution. 

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION REC-
OGNIZING CHILDREN OF INCAR-
CERATED PARENTS 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to join me in co-
sponsoring a resolution recognizing the needs 
of children of incarcerated parents. 

The U.S. continues to lead the world in the 
rate of incarceration with over 2.3 million peo-
ple behind bars. Not only does the system dis-
proportionately impact the lives of low income 
families and minorities—it also hurts the goals 
of rehabilitation and breaking the cycle of vio-
lence in our communities. 

As Congress works to address the problems 
facing our criminal justice system, we should 
do so with more than just the offenders and 
ex-offenders in mind. We need to raise aware-
ness of the unique problems faced by children 
of incarcerated parents. When families are 
separated by the criminal justice system, it 
turns their whole world upside down. The fam-
ily often loses a source of income and child 
care. Some children are forced to enter the 
foster care system. Without the proper re-
sources and nurturing, these children are 
more likely to follow in the footsteps of their 
parents and face a life of crime themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join 
me in supporting this important resolution. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF AMANDA 
GRADY SEXTON FOR BEING 
AWARDED THE 2017 SANDRA 
MATHESON AWARD FOR EXEM-
PLARY COMMITMENT TO VIC-
TIMS OF CRIME 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Amanda Grady 
Sexton, the Director of Public Affairs for the 
New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic 
and Sexual Violence, for receiving the 2017 
Sandra Matheson Award for Exemplary Com-
mitment to Victims of Crime. 

Amanda is incredibly deserving of this rec-
ognition; having worked tirelessly at the New 
Hampshire Coalition for 15 years to ensure 
protections for survivors of sexual assault in 
the Granite State. She led the effort in the 
state legislature to pass legislation that 
strengthens New Hampshire’s Rape Shield 
Law and established critical protections for 
survivors of sexual violence. She has also 
supported other initiatives to extend the stat-
ute of limitations in cases of child sexual 
abuse and criminalized acts of human traf-
ficking and domestic violence in state law. 

Though Amanda’s voice is essential in New 
Hampshire, her advocacy extends beyond the 
Granite State. She regularly advises me and 
other members of the New Hampshire Con-
gressional Delegation, and assisted Congress 
with the reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act and the passage of the 
Sexual Assault Survivors’ Rights Act. 

Through her incredible work, Amanda has 
given hope and a voice to countless victims of 
crime in New Hampshire and nationwide, and 
has helped reduce the stigma associated with 
sexual assault. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefitted from Amanda’s work, I thank her for 
everything she has done and will continue to 
do for our state, and congratulate her on this 
well-deserved recognition. I look forward to 
our continued work together to make New 
Hampshire be an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL M. MCHUGH 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to acknowledge an individual who has 
been an invaluable asset to the Saint Joseph’s 
Medical Center community, Mr. Michael 
McHugh. 

Mike, as he is better known, was born in 
Yonkers and graduated from Manhattan Col-
lege where he received a degree in Civil Engi-
neering. Upon graduation, Mike joined 
Moretech American Corp. where he remains 
to this day. At Moretech, Mike serves as the 
Executive Vice President and is directly re-
sponsible for the company’s Safety Program in 
its Northern Regional Offices. He is also re-
sponsible for business development in New 
York City Metropolitan region. Moretech has 
worked on several big projections in the area, 
including the Second Avenue Subway, East 
Side Access, World Trade Center Recovery 
and Rebuilding, in addition to several projects 
for the Water Supply. Mike’s activity on the 
construction industry also extends beyond 
Moretech. He serves as a trustee for The 
Moles in addition to several committees for the 
General Contractor’s Association of New York. 

Mike joined the Board of Saint Joseph’s 
Medical Center in June 2012. Since that time 
he has also served as member of the Board’s 
Ball Committee and the Planning and Building 
Committee. And in June 2017 he became a 
member of the Personnel Committee of the 
Board. Mike’s extensive knowledge and exper-
tise in the construction industry has been a 
tremendous asset to Saint Joseph’s for all the 
years he has served as a member of its Board 
of Trustees. 

In addition to serving on the Board of Saint 
Joseph’s Medical Center, Mike is a member of 
the AOH and is currently President of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in Westchester 
County. He was also active in AYSO, CYO, 
and was President of the Little League when 
he was raising his family in Ardsley, another 
community I represent. 

This year, Saint Joseph’s Medical Center is 
honoring Mike at their 2017 Annual Ball with 
their 2017 Outstanding Service Award. They 
could not have picked a more deserving hon-
oree. I want to congratulate Mike on receiving 
this well-deserved honor, and thank him for all 
he has done to service the community. 
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