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HONORING LOUIS C. ROSE, MD 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
a medical professional who has done tremen-
dous work in my district, Louis C. Rose, who 
this year will be honored at the Saint Joseph’s 
Medical Center’s Annual Ball. 

Louis is a native of the Bronx and a grad-
uate of C.W. Post College. He received his 
medical degree at Rutgers Medical School 
and finished his residency in orthopedic sur-
gery at New York Medical College. After be-
coming Board Certified in Orthopedic Surgery, 
he was invited to join the faculty in the Depart-
ment of Orthopedic Surgery at NYMC. 

In 1999, Louis joined the staff at West-
chester Medical Center where he accepted the 
position of Chief of the Department of Ortho-
pedic Surgery at the Cornell affiliate hospital in 
the Bronx. There he served as Chief medical 
officer and Chairman of the Board, and he 
was also appointed to the Board of Trustees 
for the Presbyterian Hospital System. Cur-
rently, Louis serves as Chief of the Depart-
ment of Orthopedic Surgery and Associate Di-
rector of the Department of Surgery at Saint 
Joseph’s Medical Center. 

Louis has been very active in the commu-
nity as well. He has organized many commu-
nity health programs in the Bronx and his 
service has been recognized by a wide array 
of civic and health care leaders. Awards in-
clude the New York State Liberty Award, the 
highest award given to a civilian in the State 
of New York, the New York State Senatorial 
Award, and he has received a proclamation 
from the City of New York for all of his com-
munity work. Louis is also an appointed NYC 
Police Surgeon and has served on the Med-
ical Advisory Board of the NYS Athletic Com-
mission. 

In addition, Louis is the Founder and Execu-
tive Medical Director of Throgs Neck Multi 
Care, a comprehensive medical facility spe-
cializing in the treatment and care of all ortho-
pedic trauma, injuries, and degenerative 
changes. He served as President of the Bronx 
Medical Society from June 2013 until May 
2014 and is still an active member. 

As you can see, Saint Joseph’s is privileged 
to have such an accomplished and out-
standing physician as Dr. Louis Rose. He is 
most deserving of this recognition, and I wish 
to congratulate him on the honor. 
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INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO 
UPDATE THE SELECTIVE SERV-
ICE REGISTRATION SYSTEM 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce legislation to make a commonsense up-
date to the Selective Service Registration sys-
tem. 

As my colleagues know, our country has 
long recognized the moral dilemma faced by 
those with strong religious or moral grounds 
against serving in the military and engaging in 

war. As noted by the Supreme Court in Welsh 
vs. United States, there are many in our coun-
try ‘‘whose consciences, spurred by deeply 
held moral, ethical, or religious beliefs, would 
give them no rest or peace if they allowed 
themselves to become a part of an instrument 
of war.’’ 

Historically, Congress has provided for alter-
native service or exemption from service for 
those whose scruples and conscience cannot 
allow them to participate in combat or in any 
form of military service. 

In today’s all-volunteer military, those who 
have moral objections to participating in war 
can opt not to join the military. However, 
under the Universal Military Training and Serv-
ice Act, all men between the ages of 18 and 
26, including conscientious objectors, are still 
required to register for a national draft, should 
Congress authorize one. 

My bill would require that the Selective 
Service provide registrants, at the time of reg-
istration, with the option to indicate a desire to 
be classified as a conscientious objector. 

My bill would make clear that simply making 
that indication at registration does not bind the 
U.S. in any way and does not assure that the 
registrant will be so classified. 

Finally, the bill would allow the Selective 
Service system to also accept, at the time of 
registration, written statements in support of a 
conscientious exemption claim. 

I want to be clear that the legislation does 
not change current requirements for how such 
claims are handled. Under current law, those 
who pursue a conscientious exemption from 
military service during a draft can only put for-
ward an actual claim, with supporting evi-
dence, after they get an induction notice. 

Again Mr. Speaker, our nation has a history 
of recognizing, as noted by the Supreme 
Court in Gillette v. United States, ‘‘the situation 
of conscientious objectors to war, who, absent 
special status, would be put to a hard choice 
between contravening imperatives of religion 
and conscience or suffering penalties.’’ My bill 
simply tries to make the process of registering 
those objections more direct and straight-
forward. 

f 

HONORING DR. JACK BERMINGHAM 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and congratulate Dr. Jack 
Bermingham, the President of Highline Col-
lege, on his retirement. 

Dr. Bermingham’s academic career began 
in 1979, upon earning his Ph.D. in History 
from the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara. After serving on the faculty of the Uni-
versity of the West Indies in Jamaica, he 
moved to Washington state where he later be-
came the Dean of Social Sciences at Pacific 
Lutheran University. His career at Highline 
College began in 1994 when he joined the 
College’s administration as Academic Vice 
President. His career at Highline progressed 
and he was appointed to serve as the col-
lege’s President in 2006. 

During his tenure at Highline College, Dr. 
Bermingham fought to further education on 
many fronts. He expanded the College’s col-

laborations with businesses, K–12 schools, 
four-year institutions, and local organizations 
in order to improve the community’s access to 
education. Under his leadership, the college 
began offering four-year degree programs, 
among them the Bachelor of Applied Science 
in Cyber Security, which received regional, na-
tional, and international recognition. Dr. 
Bermingham also served on numerous boards 
and committees at the national and regional 
level. 

Dr. Bermingham has also been a leader in 
international education. He has presented at 
international conferences, including in Turkey, 
Hong Kong, and Botswana. He served as 
Chair of the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Community Colleges for International Devel-
opment, which also recognized his outstanding 
work in international education in 2005. That 
same year, he was also recognized by the 
Polytechnic of Namibia for his instrumental 
role in the success of that institution’s inter-
national partnerships. Additionally, for the past 
seven years under Dr. Bermingham’s presi-
dency, Highline College has hosted the Pacific 
Rim Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition 
which attracts teams from international univer-
sities and institutions. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Bermingham has 
been an ardent champion of diversity and so-
cial justice. Highline College has become the 
most diverse higher education institution in 
Washington state. It is also a place where 
many immigrants and refugees begin their 
journey to achieve their academic and profes-
sional dreams. Highline College was awarded 
the Equity Award from the Association of 
Community College Trustees in 2016, and for 
the last four years has been awarded the High 
Education Excellence in Diversity Award. Dr. 
Bermingham made it a priority for Highline 
College and their faculty to serve all students, 
regardless of color, creed, ethnicity, or eco-
nomic situation. 

Dr. Bermingham’s legacy is one of harmony, 
inclusion, and academic excellence. He has 
proven himself to be a tenacious leader, and 
has also shown to have the ability to connect 
with people through kindness and compas-
sion. He will be greatly missed at the college 
by faculty, students, and the community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Dr. Jack Bermingham on his 
twenty-three years of service at Highline Col-
lege and wish him the very best in his retire-
ment. 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES AWARDS 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the first responders of Bucks and 
Montgomery Counties. Recently, I was privi-
leged to speak to nearly 300 first responders 
at the 45th Central Bucks Chamber of Com-
merce’s Emergency Services Award Dinner 
and offer them my heartfelt thanks. As an 
EMT myself, I understand the love that these 
individuals have for their neighbors and their 
community. Mr. Speaker, I was honored to 
recognize: 

Robert Dondo, William Fluck IV, Eoghan 
Lowry, Karen Gibbons, Lisa Aron, Steven 
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