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Wardell, Missouri, in the 1950s, after its 
board of education failed to use money 
allocated there for indoor toilets in the 
African-American school. 

Mr. Speaker, her passion for this 
cause was so great that Mama Jewel 
went door to door asking parents not 
to send their children to school, a deci-
sion that ultimately led to an installa-
tion of those very same toilets. Even 
after retiring in 1994, she volunteered 
her time and her talents at her former 
school and at other schools where her 
former students taught. 

In addition to her love for family and 
her love for service, Mama Jewel has 
always been a well-rounded enthusiast, 
displaying many of her talents and in-
terests, which include sports, theat-
rical performances, cooking, and bak-
ing. To this day, Mr. Speaker, she re-
mains very active in her church and in 
her community. 

I know I am so blessed to know 
Mama Jewel. I am so blessed that 
Mama Jewel poured her all into my 
late son Huey’s life. I am so blessed 
that she still is the matriarch of the 
family and of the movement. 

So on behalf of the citizens of the 
First Congressional District of Illinois, 
I would like to congratulate my friend, 
Mama Jewel Barker, on this milestone 
and wish her many, many, many more 
birthdays. 

May the Lord continue to bless 
Mama Jewel. May the Lord continue to 
shine His Shekinah glory upon Mama 
Jewel’s countenance and upon her fam-
ily. 

f 

TAX CUTS FOR MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS PAID BY WORK-
ING FAMILIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I really 
do believe that the American people 
deserve a tax system that invests in 
our people and our community. 

We need to have enough income and 
enough resources to make sure we are 
fixing our roads, our bridges, and our 
transit. We need resources to invest in 
scientific research for families who are 
wondering about what the answers just 
might be for their loved ones who have 
Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s or what-
ever. We need to be able to defend our 
country. We need to be able to help 
people get a good education, 
healthcare, and housing. 

These are things that I believe are 
well worth investment in as a nation. 

Yet when we look at the Republican 
tax bill, we don’t see a bill that reflects 
the needs of the country to take care of 
our people. What we see is a mass dis-
tribution from working people—middle 
class people—to the wealthiest Ameri-
cans in the country. 

We need a tax reform—a real tax re-
form—that protects retirement secu-
rity for today’s seniors and future gen-
erations; that provides quality edu-
cation, job training; that researches 

new medical cures and renewable forms 
of energy; and that supports our Na-
tion’s children. 

Mr. Speaker, we need a tax bill that 
supports America’s families and that 
can help us do better and live higher 
quality lives. 

But, instead, the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act—a bizarrely named piece of legisla-
tion because it doesn’t do anything for 
jobs—is in front of us. It is what Re-
publicans offer as tax reform. 

But here is what it does, Mr. Speak-
er: it moves more jobs overseas. This 
bill gives tax breaks to corporations 
offshoring jobs, driving down American 
wages. 

How many workers lay in the bed at 
night looking at the ceiling hoping and 
praying that the plant doesn’t close? 
How do we explain to them that we are 
going to cut taxes for these big cor-
porations that would incentivize them 
to offshore? How do we tell them that? 

Is that making America great again? 
I don’t think so. It increases taxes for 
millions of Americans. Thirty-eight 
million middle class households will 
see an immediate tax increase—aver-
aging $2,000 by 2026. 

Is that what we had in mind when we 
started talking about tax reform? Ab-
solutely not. 
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This Republican tax bill doubles 
taxes on American families by making 
folks pay Federal taxes on taxes you 
already pay to your State and local 
government. 

It is a good thing when local commu-
nities say: We are going to raise taxes 
on ourselves to meet local needs. When 
States and cities do that, they have 
been expecting for literally over 100 
years that that would be deductible. 

Yet the Federal Government, under 
the Republican tax plan, wants to take 
that deduction away, which will have 
the effect of putting downward pres-
sure on what local and State govern-
ments can raise to make their citizens’ 
lives better, beginning a downward spi-
ral. As the Federal Government pays 
less, the States and cities will get less, 
and you will see services for people go 
down the toilet. 

At the same time, you will see money 
not trickle down but geyser up to the 
richest Americans. Double taxation 
will drive down home values and limit 
local governments’ ability to fund law 
enforcement—which is police, folks— 
schools, health services, and infra-
structure. 

Medical expenses, Mr. Speaker. The 
GOP tax bill raises taxes on families 
who have children with expensive dis-
abilities or adults who need expensive 
lifesaving treatment for longstanding 
disabilities because it eliminates the 
medical expense deduction. 

I had a lady named Carol, who is a 
senior, say: Look, I don’t know how I 
am going to make it without this. I 
need this. 

She met with me in my office just 
Monday, and she pleaded with me to 

fight this Republican tax bill, specifi-
cally on the elimination of medical ex-
penses. 

But what about student loans? We 
live in a country where there is mas-
sive student debt, Mr. Speaker. If you 
are one of the 40 million people with 
student loan debt, you will no longer 
be able to deduct the interest you pay 
on these student loans, plus it elimi-
nates the learning credits that make 
your tuition affordable. 

As we all know, if you are rich al-
ready, you don’t worry about student 
loan interest because you don’t borrow 
the money, you just pay it. But what 
about the middle class of America? 
What about the working class people of 
America? What about folks who really 
need it? 

Mr. Speaker, as I wrap up, I urge my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on this Repub-
lican tax bill. It would have been nice 
to have real reform, but we are not get-
ting it. Our only option is to eliminate 
this particularly sad piece of legisla-
tion. 

f 

GOP TAX CUTS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Miss RICE) for 5 minutes. 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in opposition to H.R. 1, a 
deficit-exploding tax cut for the 
wealthy that will hurt middle class 
families in my district. 

I am all for real, bipartisan tax re-
form that puts the middle class first, 
but that is not what this bill is. This is 
a giveaway to the wealthy and big cor-
porations. It adds trillions to the debt 
and pays for it on the backs of the mid-
dle class. 

Half of my constituents on Long Is-
land deduct their State and local taxes, 
an average of more than $23,000. Under 
this bill, that disappears. Corporations 
can still deduct their State and local 
taxes, but individuals and couples can-
not. That means many middle class 
families will see their taxes go up, 
while the vast majority of relief goes 
to the people who don’t need it: the 
wealthiest individuals and the biggest 
corporations. 

The National Education Association 
also found that eliminating SALT 
could lead to a $250 billion cut in edu-
cation funding just in the State of New 
York over the next decade. 

Make no mistake: this bill won’t help 
the middle class. It will explode the 
deficit, and Republicans will try to pay 
for it with big cuts to healthcare, edu-
cation, Social Security, and other im-
portant lifesaving programs. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
give up this trickle-down fantasy and 
work with Democrats on real bipar-
tisan tax reform that truly puts the 
middle class first. 

f 

REJECT THE TAX CUT 
LEGISLATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Repub-

licans are bound and determined to 
rush through this Congress an immense 
tax bill before Americans even begin to 
know what hit them. We need to speak 
up and inform families about this bill 
and its many bad parts. 

I came here to the House a few weeks 
ago and said: All you need to know 
about this tax bill is that it is good for 
Donald Trump and his billionaire bud-
dies. It rewards those multinational 
companies that have been shipping jobs 
and profits offshore for so many years 
and who think they have no responsi-
bility to pay for our national security 
and other vital public services. 

Well, I am here today to admit that 
I was in error. All of those things are 
true. It is about Donald Trump and his 
billionaire buddies and all the addi-
tional money they will pocket. It is 
about shipping the jobs offshore by 
multinationals who get a new incen-
tive, a giant, new loophole in this bill, 
but I was wrong to say that was all 
that it is about. It also now begins to 
impact one family after another across 
America in their healthcare. 

It is the same fanaticism that drove 
Republicans to try to take away 
healthcare 60-plus different times in 
the last Congress and the same fanati-
cism that has caused them to push for-
ward with repeal effort after repeal ef-
fort. It is the kind of fanaticism that 
American citizens stood up to. 

It was not only the courageous votes 
of JOHN MCCAIN, SUSAN COLLINS, and 
other Members in the Senate who 
stopped this wretched healthcare bill 
that passed through the House, but it 
was the fact that Americans kept say-
ing: No, don’t take the right that my 
family has to get access to a family 
physician. Don’t take away my neigh-
bors’ or my church members’ right to 
get access to protect their family with 
healthcare. 

Today, we learn that this new tax 
bill is being changed to do just that. It 
is another assault on the Affordable 
Care Act. 

In the beginning of the rush to force 
it through the House long before 
Thanksgiving, before Americans even 
get to give it attention, the first step 
that Republicans took here in the com-
mittee that I serve on that considered 
the tax bill last week was on what we 
call the Alzheimer’s tax. 

Currently, American citizens have a 
right that has long existed in our tax 
law that if you have really serious 
medical expenses of over 10 percent of 
your income, such as a family who 
earns $50,000—which is now, today, a 
modest income—and they have over 
$5,000 in medical expenses, they can de-
duct those from their taxes. 

It is called the Alzheimer’s tax be-
cause so many of the families that rely 
on disability to deduct medical ex-
penses are older people who have a 
family member with Alzheimer’s. They 
need long-term, special care, or they 
need someone with home health care to 
come and help them with this very se-
rious problem. 

Under the bill that is before us today, 
they will be denied any right to con-
tinue to do that. Under this bill, they 
will get an opportunity to pay a tax on 
the dollars they are having to expend 
for Alzheimer’s care. 

Of course, it is not just Alzheimer’s 
care. It might be a young family that 
has a child with a serious disability 
who requires home health aides or 
physical therapy, or it might be a 
woman with breast cancer whose med-
ical coverage does not provide all of 
the treatment that she needs. 

Under this Republican bill, you will 
no longer be able to deduct one cent for 
all those serious, burdensome medical 
bills. No, they want to tax you on what 
you paid in excess of medical bills. 

We have moved today to chapter two. 
The bill that the House will consider 
will be merged with a Senate bill. The 
Senate has declared they will end for-
ever the individual responsibility por-
tions of the Affordable Care Act. Those 
are the provisions that ensure all 
Americans will participate so that we 
will have the largest possible risk pool 
and that people don’t sign up for the 
Affordable Care Act just after they are 
sick, after they have a problem. Every-
one is there. It is just like you don’t 
sign up for fire insurance after your 
house is on fire. 

It is essential for everyone. We must 
reject this bill as the wrong way for 
America to go to deny healthcare cov-
erage and impose more taxes on too 
many Americans. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Glynn Stone, Mobberly Baptist 
Church, Longview, Texas, offered the 
following prayer: 

Thank You, Lord, for these times 
when our Nation has recognized her 
need for You. God, You are our help in 
ages past and our hope for years to 
come. You can see our trust in You is 
engraved throughout this very build-
ing. So before any speeches are heard 
or votes are cast or decisions are made, 
we recognize that our greatness comes 
only from Your grace. 

So I humbly ask You to remind each 
of these, Your servants, of their special 
responsibility, to lead in Your way, to 
lean on Your word, and to listen to 
Your voice. As they represent constitu-
ents, may they defend the defenseless, 

protect those in danger, and promote 
good, so that all Americans can reflect 
Your image and bring glory to You and 
accomplish Your will. 

Your providential hand has promoted 
us to these lofty positions and will as-
suredly judge our stewardship of these 
responsibilities. So we submit this day 
and ourselves to You, Jesus, my Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. GLYNN STONE 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOH-
MERT) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is 

with great joy that I welcome Dr. 
Glynn Stone to the House of Rep-
resentatives today to serve as our 
guest chaplain. 

Dr. Stone serves at Mobberly Baptist 
Church in Longview as senior pastor, 
where he takes part in influencing oth-
ers for Christ. He is husband to wife, 
Angie, and together, they have the joy 
of raising three awesome sons. 

Dr. Stone’s call to ministry began 
when he was 16 years old, serving in 
churches throughout the Tennessee 
Valley. Under Dr. Stone’s influence at 
Mobberly Baptist, several churches 
have been planted across the country 
as well as numerous mission trips 
across the world. 

Apart from his pastoral services, Dr. 
Stone has had the privilege of teaching 
at several colleges and universities, in-
cluding Southwestern Seminary, Dal-
las Baptist University, and Shorter 
College. 

Knowing Dr. Stone as a friend and as 
a confidant is an honor and a privilege. 
His dedication to the church of Jesus 
Christ is something to be greatly ad-
mired, just as the vast number of our 
Founders did. He is a blessing to the 
multitude of people whom God has 
touched through him and his years of 
service to our Lord. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). The Chair will entertain up to 15 
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