H9268

minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise President Trump and
my Republican colleagues in the House
and Senate for coming together to develop the first major tax reform plan
that our Nation has seen since 1986.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act we are
considering is going to deliver real tax
relief to middle class families and
small businesses.
However, there is more work to be
done. Here in the U.S., we don’t settle
for good enough. Congress can make
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act even better
for the American people by including a
repeal of ObamaCare’s individual mandate.
No American should ever be forced to
purchase something that they don’t
want. That is not freedom. That is not
the American way. For 3 years now,
Federal Government bureaucrats have
forced Americans to purchase insurance they can’t afford and don’t want.
Mr. Speaker, it is time for Congress
to repeal ObamaCare’s individual
forced mandate.
f

b 1230
DEPORTATION OF VETERANS
(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, most
Americans would be outraged to learn
that hundreds, if not thousands, of veterans have been deported after serving
honorably in the United States military, but this is the shocking truth
about our broken immigration system.
These unjust deportations of veterans are still occurring. Let me cite
the case of Chong Hwan Kim, a South
Korean immigrant who has lived in
this country since he was 5 years old.
In 2009, he was deployed to Iraq and
was honorably discharged a year later.
Legal permanent residents qualify for
citizenship if they serve just one day
on Active Duty during a time of war.
Suffering from PTSD and facing the
same challenges that many veterans
face reintegrating into society, Kim
broke the law, and because he never
completed the process of becoming a
citizen, he currently awaits deportation.
Veterans like Chong Hwan Kim deserve better. They deserve the dignity
and respect that we afford to all who
serve, and they deserve to enjoy the
rights they risked their lives to protect.
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HONORING MAGGIE MCNEILL OF
ASHE COUNTY
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to salute a brave, dedicated nurse of
Ashe County, North Carolina, Mrs.
Maggie McNeill.
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Recently, the Fifth Congressional
District of North Carolina experienced
torrential downpours and flooding,
causing severe damage to many residents and their property.
Mrs. McNeill, scheduled for her shift
at Ashe Memorial Hospital, found her
car’s path blocked by flood waters and
a downed tree. Undeterred by this danger, Mrs. McNeill hiked on foot up a
steep hill to her helpful father who
gave her a ride to the hospital in time
to help deliver two babies.
What a fantastic role model Mrs.
McNeill is. She understood she was
needed, and she risked herself to get to
her patients. She exemplifies the best
characteristics of Americans.
Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for
many when I say that future generations of the Ashe County community
are blessed by Mrs. McNeill’s dedication to her calling.
f

OPPOSING THE TAX BILL
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in opposition to the Republican’s tax
scam that has been jammed through
this Chamber without normal order,
without public debate, and without
consideration for our Nation’s future.
I represent the heart of Las Vegas, a
city that was one of the hardest hit
during the financial crisis. Many of my
constituents are just beginning to recover from the worst financial crisis
since the Great Depression, and this
tax bill will greatly hinder their
progress.
Some 20 percent of my constituents
itemize their deductions, the vast majority of whom earn under $75,000 per
year. These families will all see a tax
hike if this bill becomes law because
the deductions for student loans, medical expenses, sales tax, and some
mortgages will all disappear.
The sad reality is, they won’t just
feel the hit on April 15, tax day. They
will feel it every single day. The deficit
that this bill will create will lead to
State and local governments missing
out on needed Federal funding, and
they will either have to slash vital programs or raise taxes at that level. If
the Senate has its way, they will cut
Medicare by $25 billion and repeal the
ACA. This is not a tax reform. It is a
system that will be rigged.
f

NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
AWARENESS MONTH AND FINDING A CURE
(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the month of November as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month and to highlight
the need for continued funding to find
a cure.
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In 1983, when President Reagan designated this month to help raise awareness for Alzheimer’s, there were less
than 2 million Americans who suffered
from this disease. Today, there are
nearly 5.4 million Americans with Alzheimer’s.
Finding a cure to this disease is a
smart health policy decision we can
make, and it might also be the most
critical economic proposal. The cost of
caring for Alzheimer’s patients in the
U.S. was estimated to be $236 billion in
2016, which is more than $200 billion
greater than the total funding for research provided by the NIH for all diseases.
Investments in research have led to
some great news in Kansas. The University of Kansas announced that it
will participate in the trial of a new
drug intended to prevent or delay Alzheimer’s. Further, KU researchers are
continuing to work on other preventative studies.
Mr. Speaker, as we must continue to
provide resources that we need to find
a cure for this disease, I am proud of
the work being done at KU and across
the Nation. We will continue to be relentless in our fight to cure Alzheimer’s.
f

DEPORTED VETERANS
(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of veterans of the
United States Armed Forces who have
been unceremoniously deported.
In the 1990s, the immigration law
changes eliminated judicial discretion
and reclassified many low-level, nonviolent offenses as aggravated felonies
mandating deportation. As a result,
the United States has banished an unknown number of veterans. In many
cases, these were minor offenses committed by veterans who succumbed to
the difficulties of readjusting to civilian life.
Many are combat veterans who sustained physical wounds and emotional
trauma in conflicts going back to the
war in Vietnam. This banishment effectively denies these men access to often
critically needed medical care.
Regardless of immigration status, all
U.S. military veterans are entitled to
treatment at the Department of Veterans Affairs medical facilities, yet
very few of these deported veterans are
granted the necessary waivers to access the care either in the States or
abroad.
In fact, most of these veterans, the
only way they are going to return is in
a box, dead, because they do have the
right to be buried in a veterans’ cemetery. Let’s do the right thing and bring
these veterans home so they can get
the care they need.
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