
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9441 November 28, 2017 
Tim was drafted as the number one 

pick to the Spurs, where he served as a 
leader on and off the court for 19 years. 

Tim Duncan has not forgotten his 
home, and after two back-to-back Cat-
egory 5 hurricanes, he helped to con-
tribute 20,000-plus pounds of food and 
donated millions of dollars through his 
Tim Duncan Foundation. 

Tim exemplifies the idea of making a 
way out of no way. Hurricane Hugo did 
not defeat him, just as Hurricanes 
Maria and Irma will not defeat the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

I want to use this time to thank him 
and, on Giving Tuesday, thank all of 
the others who have contributed in the 
hurricane relief: My Brothers Work-
shop, Family Resource Center, Commu-
nity Foundation of the Virgin Islands, 
St. Croix Foundation, Virgin Islands 
ASAP Relief Group, Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, Love 4 Love City, Operation 
Rebuild, Jody Olson, VI-R3, Tony 
Rosario, USVI Boxing, Operation Re-
build Virgin Islands, and, of course, all 
the first responders and all the Virgin 
Islanders who are staying V.I. strong. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1630 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PALAZZO) at 4 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

FOWLER AND BOSKOFF PEAKS 
DESIGNATION ACT 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2768) to designate certain moun-
tain peaks in the State of Colorado as 
‘‘Fowler Peak’’ and ‘‘Boskoff Peak’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2768 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fowler and 
Boskoff Peaks Designation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 

(1) Charlie Fowler was— 
(A) one of the most experienced mountain 

climbers in North America, having success-
fully climbed many of the highest peaks in 
the world; 

(B) an author, guide, filmmaker, photog-
rapher, and wilderness advocate; 

(C) the recipient of the 2004 Robert and 
Miriam Underhill Award from the American 
Alpine Club, an award that— 

(i) honors outstanding mountaineering 
achievement; and 

(ii) is awarded annually to climbers who 
have ‘‘demonstrated the highest level of skill 
in mountaineering and who, through the ap-
plication of this skill, courage, and persever-
ance, have achieved outstanding success in 
the various fields of mountaineering’’; and 

(D) a summiter of several 8,000-meter 
peaks, specifically— 

(i) Everest; 
(ii) Cho Oyu; and 
(iii) Shishapangma; 
(2) Christine Boskoff— 
(A) was one of the leading female alpinists 

in the United States, having climbed 6 of the 
14 mountain peaks in the world that are 
higher than 8,000 meters, specifically— 

(i) Everest; 
(ii) Cho Oyu; 
(iii) Gasherbrum II; 
(iv) Lhotse; 
(v) Shishapangma; and 
(vi) Broad Peak; 
(B) gave countless hours to nonprofit orga-

nizations that supported— 
(i) the rights of porters and Sherpas; 
(ii) the education of women; and 
(iii) global literacy and gender equality; 

and 
(C) was recognized by the education com-

munities in the United States and Nepal as a 
role model for students; 

(3) Charlie Fowler and Christine Boskoff 
were long-time residents of San Miguel 
County, Colorado, and champions for Colo-
rado’s pristine backcountry; 

(4) Charlie Fowler and Christine Boskoff 
died in an avalanche in November 2006 while 
attempting to summit Genyen Peak in 
Tibet; 

(5) 2 unnamed 13,000-foot peaks located 
west of Wilson Peak on the boundary of San 
Miguel and Dolores Counties, Colorado, offer 
spectacular recreational climbing and hiking 
opportunities; and 

(6) the local community in the vicinity of 
the peaks described in paragraph (5) and fel-
low climbers propose to honor and com-
memorate Charlie Fowler and Christine 
Boskoff by naming the peaks after Charlie 
Fowler and Christine Boskoff. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF FOWLER PEAK AND 

BOSKOFF PEAK, COLORADO. 
(a) DESIGNATION OF FOWLER PEAK.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The 13,498-foot mountain 

peak, located at 37.8569° N, by ¥108.0117° W, in 
the Uncompahgre National Forest in the 
State of Colorado, shall be known and des-
ignated as ‘‘Fowler Peak’’. 

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the peak de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to ‘‘Fowler Peak’’. 

(b) DESIGNATION OF BOSKOFF PEAK.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The 13,123-foot mountain 

peak, located at 37.85549° N, by ¥108.03112° W, 
in the Uncompahgre National Forest in the 
State of Colorado, shall be known and des-
ignated as ‘‘Boskoff Peak’’. 

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the peak de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to ‘‘Boskoff Peak’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, my bill, the Fowler and 

Boskoff Peaks Designation Act, would 
designate two unnamed peaks in the 
Uncompahgre National Forest in Colo-
rado as Fowler Peak and Boskoff Peak. 

Charlie Fowler and his partner, 
Christine ‘‘Chris’’ Boskoff, were long-
time residents of San Miguel County, 
Colorado, and were avid alpinists. 

Charlie Fowler was one of North 
America’s most experienced mountain 
climbers. He was also an author, a 
guide, a filmmaker, a photographer, 
and an advocate for the outdoors. Be-
ginning in the mid-1980s, Charlie 
worked full time as a mountain guide, 
leading mountaineering expeditions in 
the United States and abroad. 

His photographs and articles were 
published in a variety of books and 
magazines, and he was the author of 
multiple mountaineering guidebooks. 
In 2004, Charlie was awarded the Robert 
and Miriam Underhill Award by the 
American Alpine Society, an honor 
given annually to an individual who 
has demonstrated the highest level of 
skill in the mountaineering arts and 
who, through the application of this 
skill, courage, and perseverance, has 
achieved outstanding success in the 
various fields of mountaineering en-
deavor. 

Christine Boskoff began her climbing 
career in 1993 and quickly rose to be-
come a leader in the sport of mountain-
eering. Christine summited Mount Ev-
erest and five of the globe’s more than 
26,000-foot mountains. One of the 
world’s leading female alpinists, a pro-
fessional mountaineering guide and an 
adventure entrepreneur, Christine par-
ticipated in numerous expeditions in 
the United States and on five con-
tinents. 

Charlie and Christine were also 
known for their philanthropic work. 
Charlie worked to promote his sport by 
installing climbing walls in schools 
across southwest Colorado. Christine 
was active in nonprofit organizations 
that supported the rights of porters 
and Sherpas, women’s education, glob-
al literacy, and gender equality. 

Sadly, Charlie and Christine were 
killed in an avalanche in 2006 while ex-
ploring a series of unclimbed summits 
in China’s Sichuan province. 

The naming of these peaks is a fit-
ting tribute to Charlie and Christine, 
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who were outstanding mountaineers 
and advocates for our Nation’s treas-
ured open spaces. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 2768 names two peaks in the 

Uncompahgre National Forest in Colo-
rado after Charlie Fowler and Christine 
Boskoff. 

Fowler and Boskoff were world-class 
rock climbers whose accomplishments 
left enduring legacies on the sport. 
Sadly, in 2016, the two set out to climb 
a mountain in a remote part of China 
near the Tibetan border and never re-
turned. 

This bill and the renaming of the 
peaks is a fitting tribute and I support 
its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REED). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TIPTON) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
2768. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL SEA-
SHORE LAND EXCHANGE ACT OF 
2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2615) to authorize the exchange of 
certain land located in Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore, Jackson County, Mis-
sissippi, between the National Park 
Service and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2615 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gulf Islands 
National Seashore Land Exchange Act of 
2017’’. 
SEC. 2. LAND EXCHANGE, GULF ISLANDS NA-

TIONAL SEASHORE, JACKSON COUN-
TY, MISSISSIPPI. 

(a) LAND EXCHANGE AUTHORIZED.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the Di-
rector of the National Park Service (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) may 
convey to the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
5699 (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Post’’) all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to a parcel of real prop-
erty, consisting of approximately 1.542 acres, 
located within the Gulf Islands National Sea-

shore in Jackson County, Mississippi, and 
identified as ‘‘NPS Exchange Area’’ on the 
map entitled ‘‘Gulf Islands National Sea-
shore, Proposed Land Exchange with VFW, 
Davis Bayou Area—Jackson County, MS’’, 
numbered 635/133309, and dated June 2016. 

(b) LAND TO BE ACQUIRED.—In exchange for 
the property described in subsection (a), the 
Post shall convey to the Secretary all right, 
title, and interest of the Post in and to a par-
cel of real property, consisting of approxi-
mately 2.161 acres, located in Jackson Coun-
ty, Mississippi, and identified as ‘‘VFW Ex-
change Area’’ on the map described in sub-
section (a). 

(c) EQUAL VALUE EXCHANGE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The values of the parcels 

of real property to be exchanged under this 
section shall be determined by an appraisal 
conducted— 

(A) by a qualified and independent ap-
praiser; and 

(B) in accordance with nationally recog-
nized appraisal standards. 

(2) EQUALIZATION.—If the values of the par-
cels of real property to be exchanged under 
this section, as determined pursuant to para-
graph (1), are not equal, the values shall be 
equalized through— 

(A) a cash payment; or 
(B) adjustments to the acreage of the par-

cels of real property to be exchanged. 
(d) PAYMENT OF COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.— 
(1) PAYMENT REQUIRED.—The Secretary 

shall require the Post to cover costs to be in-
curred by the Secretary, or to reimburse the 
Secretary for such costs incurred by the Sec-
retary, to carry out the land exchange under 
this section, including survey costs, costs re-
lated to environmental documentation, and 
any other administrative costs related to the 
land exchange. If amounts are collected from 
the Secretary in advance of the Secretary in-
curring the actual costs and the amount col-
lected exceeds the costs actually incurred by 
the Secretary to carry out the land ex-
change, the Secretary shall refund the excess 
amount to the Post. 

(2) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.— 
Amounts received as reimbursement under 
paragraph (1) shall be credited to the fund or 
account that was used to cover those costs 
incurred by the Secretary in carrying out 
the land exchange. Amounts so credited shall 
be merged with amounts in such fund or ac-
count and shall be available for the same 
purposes, and subject to the same conditions 
and limitations, as amounts in such fund or 
account. 

(e) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The exact 
acreage and legal description of property to 
be exchanged under this section shall be de-
termined by surveys satisfactory to the Sec-
retary and the Post. 

(f) CONVEYANCE AGREEMENT.—The ex-
change of real property under this section 
shall be accomplished using a quit claim 
deed or other legal instrument and upon 
terms and conditions mutually satisfactory 
to the Secretary and the Post, including 
such additional terms and conditions as the 
Secretary considers appropriate to protect 
the interests of the United States. 

(g) VALID EXISTING RIGHTS.—The exchange 
authorized under this section shall be sub-
ject to valid existing rights. 

(h) TITLE APPROVAL.—Title to the real 
property described in subsection (a) and the 
real property described in subsection (b) to 
be exchanged under this section shall be in a 
form acceptable to the Secretary. 

(i) TREATMENT OF ACQUIRED LAND.—Land 
and interests in land acquired by the United 
States under subsection (b) shall be adminis-
tered by the Secretary as part of the Gulf Is-
lands National Seashore. 

(j) MODIFICATION OF BOUNDARY.—Upon com-
pletion of the land exchange under this sec-

tion, the Secretary shall modify the bound-
ary of the Gulf Islands National Seashore to 
reflect such land exchange. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Member 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 2615, introduced by the gen-

tleman from Mississippi (Mr. PALAZZO), 
authorizes the National Park Service 
to convey to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 5699 1.54 acres located within 
the Gulf Islands National Seashore in 
Jackson County, Mississippi, in ex-
change for a 2.16-acre parcel of land 
owned by the VFW post. 

This bill benefits both the VFW post 
and the Park Service. It provides the 
VFW post with permanent access to 
their building via a long driveway cur-
rently owned by the Park Service while 
also adding land to the Gulf Islands Na-
tional Seashore. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2615 is a simple bi-

partisan bill that authorizes the ex-
change of two small parcels of land to 
provide needed access for our veterans 
in Mississippi. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
5699 is located adjacent to a portion of 
Gulf Islands National Seashore, and 
while having a national park in your 
backyard is a desirable condition, the 
post has found themselves landlocked 
and in need of direct access to their fa-
cility. 

To solve this issue, the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore Land Exchange Act 
will exchange approximately 2 acres of 
land owned by the VFW with 1.5 acres 
owned by the Federal Government. 

The acreage required by the VFW 
will be used to establish a short drive-
way directly to the post while the land 
given in exchange to the Federal Gov-
ernment will be managed as part of 
Gulf Islands National Seashore. 

This exchange is supported by both 
the VFW post and the National Park 
Service and is a simple and logical so-
lution to a local issue. I am pleased to 
see the National Park Service and the 
VFW working together to form a solu-
tion to this issue. This bill passed the 
House in the 114th Congress, and I urge 
all Members to support this common-
sense, bipartisan bill. 
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