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I was hoping that President Trump’s 

figure of 15 percent that undercuts the 
Chinese at least a little bit would be 
even more incentive to bring back 
manufacturing jobs to America, be-
cause any nation, any powerful nation 
that does not produce what they need 
in a time of war—because there will al-
ways be wars—is not going to remain a 
powerful nation beyond the next war. 

We need to be producing steel and 
rubber and all the things we need. We 
need to produce them right here in the 
United States. There is no reason we 
can’t, but we drive those jobs away be-
cause of the corporate income tax. 

President Trump had the right idea, 
15 percent. He compromised, so it is at 
20 percent. Thank goodness he didn’t 
let them work him up any beyond that, 
but there are some in the Senate try-
ing to work beyond that—huge mis-
take. 

This economy can explode. It is al-
ready the top 3 percent, and it can keep 
climbing. Dr. Laffer tells me that after 
the final part of the 30 percent tax cut 
kicked in, in 1983, they hit over 7 per-
cent growth in the economy. That is 
just unheard of. 

There were people saying, in the 
Obama administration, you know, we 
will probably never ever hit 3 percent 
again. It may just be an impossibility. 
No, it is not. You get rid of the cor-
porate tax or at least get it down to 
where we are not putting such an enor-
mous tariff on our own goods and serv-
ices, and that economy can grow like 
that again, and we can get our manu-
facturing jobs back. 

An article here, Todd Starnes—he 
and I were both honored recently with 
an award that people like Tom Landry, 
Cal Thomas, and others have received 
for being Christians and speaking up 
for our faith, our beliefs. Todd Starnes, 
today, has this story: ‘‘Thank you, Mr. 
Trump, for bringing ‘Merry Christmas’ 
back to the White House,’’ and I cer-
tainly echo those feelings. 

It is amazing, this story from Maxim 
Lott, FOX News: ‘‘Media twist tax plan 
studies to claim it hammers middle 
class.’’ 

I have been hearing people here on 
this floor talking about how the tax 
proposal that we passed here in the 
House was going to hammer the middle 
class. Actually, the corporate tax cut 
alone will get the economy going so 
strong everybody is going to benefit. 
But I wish we had just had an across- 
the-board flat tax created: you make 
more, you pay more; you make less, 
you pay less. That is where I wanted to 
go. That is true reform. 

But politics being what it is, because 
the Republican leadership did not want 
to have to fight a battle that, ‘‘Oh, 
we’re just helping the rich,’’ the high-
est tax rate is the only one we didn’t 
change. The idea was, well, if the only 
tax rate we don’t bring down is the 39.6 
percent tax rate that the richest Amer-
icans have to pay, then the Democrats 
won’t be beating us up. They won’t be 
able to beat us up for raising taxes on 

the poor and middle class to help the 
rich. 

Well, they were wrong. Despite the 
fact that there will be more people now 
under the Republican tax plan that has 
passed here in the House—the Senate 
will just adopt it—there will be more 
people who will not be paying taxes. I 
kind of wish all of us, every American, 
had a little skin in the game. If they 
are making money, then they pay 
something. That is where a flat tax 
comes in. If you just make $10, you 
only pay $1. If you make $100, you pay 
$10. If you make $1 million, you pay 
$100,000. That is fair. 

But anyway, we passed our bill. It 
gives a tax break to the poorest Ameri-
cans. It is going to help the economy 
grow, but we have got to get it done. I 
am hoping and literally praying that 
the Senate keeps their elimination of 
the individual mandate from 
ObamaCare so that people have the 
freedom to get policies that are best 
for them and not something forced on 
them by the government. 

And, yes, we know there will be un-
fair media that will do nothing but 
complain about millions who no longer 
have health insurance. Well, I can tell 
you, there are millions who are paying 
taxes now to the government because 
they can’t afford an insurance policy 
that won’t ever pay them because the 
deductible is too high, and they don’t 
want to keep paying our income tax be-
cause they can’t afford the ObamaCare 
policies. 

There are people who are paying for 
ObamaCare policies where the 
deductibles are so high, they will never 
get any benefit. Yes, there is appar-
ently a segment, a small minority 
who—maybe as much as 20, 25 per-
cent—who, like in the Soviet Union, 
are getting their money from where 
somebody else has earned it, having 
that money pay for their insurance, 
some of that coming from people who 
can’t even afford their own insurance. 
So they are paying higher income tax 
so this other group of Americans take 
their money from those working poor 
and pay for their insurance. What is 
fair about that? 

Forcing the working poor in America 
to pay higher income tax or pay for 
policies where they will never get any-
thing back because the deductible is 
too high; also, that some people who 
will vote Democrat will get their insur-
ance for free, that is not the way 
America became the greatest Nation 
that it was and can be again. 

And, yes, North Korea fired an ICBM 
today in the last 24 hours, and I am 
very grateful to President Trump for 
taking it seriously. I am so glad he is 
there. I am glad we don’t have the 
same people who gave North Korea the 
ability to have nuclear bombs during 
the Clinton administration. 

How foolish was it to basically say: 
Oh, look, North Korea, we will give you 
what you need to make nuclear weap-
ons if you will just agree not to ever 
use those materials for nuclear weap-

ons. And, of course, the North Korean 
leader said: Sure, you do all that, all I 
got to do is sign. Sure, you give me all 
I need for nuclear weapons, I will sign 
saying I will never create nuclear 
weapons. And what do they do? They 
make nuclear weapons because that is 
what they do. That is what those lead-
ers do. The people of North Korea de-
serve better. And Iran is the same way. 
They can’t be trusted. 

So we need a firm leader who under-
stands enough is enough, and I am glad 
President Trump is that leader. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LUCAS (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and November 29 
on account of personal business in 
Oklahoma. 

Mr. STIVERS (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today through Novem-
ber 30 on account of his duties with the 
Ohio National Guard. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 9 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
November 29, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GOWDY: Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. Supplemental report on 
H.R. 4182. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to modify probationary periods 
with respect to positions within the competi-
tive service and the Senior Executive Serv-
ice, and for other purposes (Rept. 115–415 Pt. 
2). 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 3312. A bill to amend the 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act to specify when bank 
holding companies may be subject to certain 
enhanced supervision, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 115–423). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 3758. A bill to provide im-
munity from suit for certain individuals who 
disclose potential examples of financial ex-
ploitation of senior citizens, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 115–424). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 1645. A bill to amend the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 to provide a tem-
porary exemption for low-revenue issuers 
from certain auditor attestation require-
ments (Rept. 115–425). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 
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