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The Senate met at 12:02 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable STEVE
DAINES, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, You are the source of life and
peace. Praised be Your Name forever.
We know that it is You who can turn
our thoughts toward peace and unity.
Use Your power to transform our minds
and hearts.

Lord, as our Senators face the chal-
lenges of today and tomorrow, give
them a faith that will find opportuni-
ties in every adversity. May they cast
their burdens on You, trusting Your
loving kindness and tender mercies.
Give them an understanding that puts
an end to strife, mercy that quenches
animosity, and forgiveness that over-
comes resentment. May each day be for
them a building block for making
America a nation that glorifies You.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 28, 2017.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable STEVE DAINES, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. DAINES thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.
———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

CRUZ). The Senator from Montana.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 1

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

The clerk will read the bill by title
for the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1) to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to titles II and V of the concurrent
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2018.

Mr. DAINES. In order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceeding.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY, DOCU-
MENT PRODUCTION, AND REP-
RESENTATION

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
343, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 343) to authorize tes-
timony, document production, and represen-
tation in Arizona v. Mark Louis Prichard.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
resolution concerns a request for testi-
mony in a criminal action pending in
Arizona State court. In this action, the
defendant is charged with threatening
to cause physical injury to Senator
FLAKE and for trespassing on his Tuc-
son, AZ, office. A trial is scheduled for
November 29, 2017.

The prosecution is seeking in this
case testimony from an employee in
the Senator’s office who witnessed the
relevant events. The enclosed resolu-
tion would authorize that staffer, and
any other current or former employee
of the Senator’s office from whom rel-
evant evidence may be necessary, to
testify and produce documents in this
case, with representation by the Sen-
ate legal counsel.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

Mr. DAINES. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

343) was
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