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innovation. This bill provides a 17.4- 
percent deduction for the large major-
ity of small businesses, which will 
lower their tax bills and give them 
more financial flexibility. The preser-
vation of things like the 1031 like-kind 
exchanges and the stepped-up basis will 
further help our small businesses, espe-
cially agriculture businesses. 

Small businesses don’t have the pro-
fessional resources to deal with the 
Tax Code that comes in at over 74,000 
pages. Simply doing taxes—let alone 
paying them—has become a burden on 
too many of our small companies. 
Moreover, they cannot take advantage 
of all the corporate deductions or the 
little-known loopholes like big compa-
nies can. This is not fair. It hurts our 
competitiveness globally, stifles strong 
economic growth, and it favors big cor-
porations, which have offices full of 
lawyers and accountants. This tax re-
form lessens this disparity and de-
serves support from everyone who 
wants to promote American 
entrepreneurialism. 

Lastly, this legislation goes a long 
way toward making America competi-
tive internationally. A large part of 
this is lowering the corporate tax rate. 
At 35 percent, America’s corporate tax 
rate is a full 13 percentage points high-
er than the average rate of our com-
petitors from the developed world. This 
is a big reason why companies are flee-
ing our shores, and they are choosing 
to set up their headquarters or invest 
outside of America. These so-called in-
versions have been on the rise in recent 
years, and there is little reason to 
think that trend will reverse if we 
stand by and do nothing. 

This legislation will put us in line 
with our trading partners and, once 
again, make America an attractive 
place for business, which will lead to 
more jobs and higher wages for our 
country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

MOTION TO COMMIT 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for 3 min-
utes to wrap up on the first vote we are 
going to have on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this first 
motion, the first motion the Senate is 
going to vote on, is a straightforward 
proposition. The motion says: Let us 
send this bill back to the Senate Fi-
nance Committee on a bipartisan basis 
and come up with a plan that actually 
works for the middle class. 

I am going to wrap up just by recap-
ping the Republican rhetoric on this 
tax plan. First, it was said to be a 
guaranteed middle-class tax cut. Then, 
it was merely focused on the middle 
class. Next, it was an average tax cut 
across a variety of income cohorts. 
Now the numbers are actually in. Re-
publicans want to run up enough red 
ink to threaten Medicare and Social 
Security and still raise taxes on more 
than half of the middle class. The Sen-

ate, on a bipartisan basis, can do better 
than this. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
proposal to send the bill back to the 
Finance Committee and, on a bipar-
tisan basis, come up with tax reform 
that actually works for the middle 
class. 

I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the Wyden 
motion. 

Mr. WYDEN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
GARDNER). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 48, 
nays 51, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 285 Leg.] 
YEAS—48 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—51 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

McCain 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1618 

(Purpose: To improve the bill) 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 

behalf of Senators HATCH and MUR-
KOWSKI, I call up amendment No. 1618. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL], for Mr. HATCH, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 1618. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
(The amendment is printed in today’s 

RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that following 
leader remarks on Thursday, November 
30, the Senate resume consideration of 
H.R. 1, with 1 hour of debate remaining 
on the Hatch-Murkowski amendment. I 
further ask that any debate time to-
night count against the underlying 
bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 

to commemorate November as Na-
tional Adoption Month. During this 
month, we are reminded of the impor-
tance of adoption to so many families 
and children in Iowa and all across the 
country. As Americans are celebrating 
the season of Thanksgiving with family 
and friends, adoptive families are cele-
brating with their new families, giving 
thanks for the joy of somebody they 
adopted. 

Since the first recognition of Na-
tional Adoption Day 16, 17 years ago, 
nearly 65,000 kids have been adopted on 
National Adoption Day, which is al-
ways celebrated on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving each year. In 2016 alone, 
over 4,700 adoptions were finalized on 
National Adoption Day. 

National Adoption Month is cer-
tainly a time to celebrate the joys of a 
new family; however, it is also a re-
minder of the obstacles that so many 
children may face. Nationally, there 
are over 425,000 children in foster care. 
Over 100,000 of these children are hop-
ing to be adopted. In Iowa, there are 
about 1,000 kids in foster care who are 
eligible for adoption. 

This year, the special focus of Na-
tional Adoption Month is older youth 
waiting to be adopted. Teenagers, un-
fortunately, face more difficulty in 
being adopted than do younger chil-
dren. 

As cofounder and cochair of the Sen-
ate Caucus on Foster Youth, I have had 
the chance to hear directly from teen-
agers in foster care. In fact, our Senate 
Caucus on Foster Youth has a couple, 
three seminars every year just to listen 
to older youth in the foster care sys-
tem, particularly those who are about 
ready to age out. These young people 
tell me that, more than anything else, 
they want a loving family. They tell 
me that they need families and that 
nobody is too old to be adopted. The 
support that parents provide to teens is 
critical to navigating the transition to 
adulthood—from making decisions 
about higher education to finding a job 
or buying a car. A loving family con-
tinually provides the support teens 
need to succeed. 
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Congress must continue to work to-

ward policies that help make adoption 
a reality for our foster youth. We must 
work to ensure that all children, no 
matter their circumstances, have per-
manent, loving homes and consistent, 
caring adults in their lives. I am glad 
that the Senate preserved the adoption 
tax credit in the tax reform legislation, 
and I am hopeful that Congress will 
continue to work on policy that pro-
motes adoption and improves the lives 
of those in foster care. 

As National Adoption Month comes 
to an end tomorrow, I thank all of 
those who work to improve the lives of 
children. I thank advocates for chil-
dren who tirelessly work to make adop-
tion possible, and I thank adoptive par-
ents and families for opening their 
hearts and homes. 

f 

BUDGETARY REVISIONS 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, section 3003 

of H. Con. Res. 71, the concurrent reso-
lution on the budget for fiscal year 
2018, allows the chairman of the Senate 
Budget Committee to revise the alloca-
tions, aggregates and levels in the 
budget resolution for legislation con-
sidered under the resolution’s rec-
onciliation instructions. 

I find that S. Amdt. 1618 fulfills the 
conditions found in section 3003 of H. 
Con. Res. 71. Accordingly, I am revising 
the allocations to the Committee on 
Finance, the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources, and other enforce-
able budgetary levels to account for 
the budgetary effects of the amend-
ment. 

I ask unanimous consent that the ac-
companying tables, which provide de-
tails about the adjustment, be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

BUDGET AGGREGATES—BUDGET AUTHORITY AND 
OUTLAYS 

(Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Sec-
tion 3003 of H. Con. Res. 71, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018) 

$ in millions 2018 

Current Aggregates: 
Spending: 

Budget Authority ............................................................... 3,089,061 
Outlays .............................................................................. 3,109,221 

Adjustments: 
Spending: 

Budget Authority ............................................................... * 
Outlays .............................................................................. * 

Revised Aggregates: 
Spending: 

Budget Authority ............................................................... 3,089,061 
Outlays .............................................................................. 3,109,221 

* The Congressional Budget Office and Joint Committee on Taxation esti-
mate that this amendment would have an effect on direct spending but are 
only able to provide a range between ¥$50 million and $50 million. This 
adjustment allows for this range of budgetary change. 

BUDGET AGGREGATE—REVENUES 
(Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Sec-

tion 3003 of H. Con. Res. 71, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018) 

$ in millions 2018 2018–2022 2018–2027 

Current Aggregates: 
Revenue ............... 2,640,939 14,509,252 32,671,567 

Adjustments: 
Revenue ............... ¥38,100 ¥975,500 ¥1,659,900 

Revised Aggregates: 
Revenue ............... 2,602,839 13,533,752 31,011,667 

REVISION TO ALLOCATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON 
FINANCE 

(Pursuant to Section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Sec-
tion 3003 of H. Con. Res. 71, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018) 

$ in millions 2018 2018–2022 2018–2027 

Current Allocation: 
Budget Authority ............. 2,281,616 13,510,107 32,116,900 
Outlays ............................ 2,280,970 13,482,300 32,069,238 

Adjustments: 
Budget Authority ............. * ¥45,600 ¥218,800 
Outlays ............................ * ¥45,600 ¥218,800 

Revised Allocation: 
Budget Authority ............. 2,281,616 13,464,507 31,898,100 
Outlays ............................ 2,280,970 13,436,700 31,850,438 

* The Congressional Budget Office and Joint Committee on Taxation esti-
mate that this amendment would have an effect on direct spending but are 
only able to provide a range between a ¥$50 million and $50 million. This 
adjustment allows for this range of budgetary change. 

REVISION TO ALLOCATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

(Pursuant to Section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and Sec-
tion 3003 of H. Con. Res. 71, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018) 

$ in millions 2018 2018–2022 2018–2027 

Current Allocation: 
Budget Authority ............. 4,703 25,212 49,342 
Outlays ............................ 4,391 24,909 49,112 

Adjustments: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 ¥400 ¥1,100 
Outlays ............................ 0 ¥400 ¥1,100 

Revised Allocation: 
Budget Authority ............. 4,703 24,812 48,242 
Outlays ............................ 4,391 24,509 48,012 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SCORECARD FOR THE SENATE 
(Pursuant to Section 4106 and Section 3003 of H. Con. Res. 71, the 

Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2018) 

$ in millions Balances 

Starting Balance: 
Fiscal Year 2018 ............................................................... 0 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2022 ...................................... 0 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2027 ...................................... 0 

Adjustments: 
Fiscal Year 2018 ............................................................... 38,100 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2022 ...................................... 929,500 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2027 ...................................... 1,440,000 

Revised Balance: 
Fiscal Year 2018 ............................................................... 38,100 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2022 ...................................... 929,500 
Fiscal Years 2017 through 2027 ...................................... 1,440,000 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 

the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–58, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Singapore for defense articles 
and services estimated to cost $381 million. 
After this letter is delivered to your office, 
we plan to issue a news release to notify the 
public of this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–58 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 
(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 

Singapore. 
(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $13 million. 
Other $402 million. 
Total $415 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: Follow-on support and 
services related to Singapore’s Continental 
United States (CONUS) F–15 detachment 
PEACE CARVIN V. 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Forty (40) GBU–10 Paveway II Laser Guided 

Bomb (LGB) Units, consisting of: MXU–651B/ 
B Air Foil Groups (AFG), MAU–209C/B or 
MAU–169L/B Computer Control Groups 
(CCG), MK–84 or BLU–117B/B Bomb Bodies. 

Eighty four (84) GBU–12 Paveway II LGB 
Units, consisting of: MXU–650C/B AFG, 
MAU–209CM or MAU–168UB CCGs, MK–82 or 
BLU–111B/B Bomb Bodies. 

Sixty (60) FMU–152 or FMU–139D/B Fuzes. 
Non-MDE: Also included are AIM–120 Te-

lemetry Kits; target drones; High-Bandwidth 
Compact Telemetry Module kits; exercise 
participation support; weapons, Electronic 
Combat International Security Assistance 
Program (ECISAP), and systems support; 
medical support; vehicle and ferry support; 
airlift and aerial refueling; individual equip-
ment; maintenance, spare and repair parts; 
publications and technical documentation; 
personnel training and training equipment; 
U.S. Government and contractor, logistics, 
and technical support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (SN– 
D–NAG). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: SN–D–NDA. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid. Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
November 29, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Singapore—Follow-On Support for PEACE 
CARVIN V (F–15 Training Detachment) 

The Government of Singapore has re-
quested to purchase forty (40) GBU–10 
Paveway II Laser Guided Bomb (LGB) units, 
consisting of: MXU–651B/B Air Foil Groups 
(AFG), MAU–209C/B or MAU–169L/B Com-
puter Control Groups (CCG), MK–84 or BLU– 
117B/B bomb bodies; eighty four (84) GBU–12 
Paveway II LGB units, consisting of: MXU– 
650C/B AFG, MAU–209C/B or MAU–168L/B 
CCGs, MK–82 or BLU–111B/B bomb bodies; 
and sixty (60) FMU–152 or FMU–139D/B fuzes. 
Also included are AIM–120 Telemetry Kits; 
target drones; High-Bandwidth Compact Te-
lemetry Module kits; exercise participation 
support; weapons, Electronic Combat Inter-
national Security Assistance Program 
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