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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for six additional
full floor access passes to be equally di-
vided between the majority and minor-
ity during the consideration of H.R. 1,
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act legislation,
for the following staffers: from the ma-
jority on the Finance Committee:
Randy Herndon, Zach Rudisill, and
Shay Hawkins; from the minority on
the Finance Committee: Ryan Abra-
ham, Adam Carasso, and Sarah Schnei-
der.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

APPOINTMENTS CORRECTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that a correc-
tion to appointments made on Novem-
ber 28, 2017, be printed in the RECORD.
For the information of the Senate, this
correction is clerical and does not
change membership of the Frederick
Douglass Bicentennial Commission
made by the appointments.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair, on
behalf of the majority leader, pursuant to
the provisions of Public Law 115-77, appoints
the following individuals to the Frederick
Douglass Bicentennial Commission: Kay
Coles James of Virginia and Star Parker of
California.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. ROBERT
LAWRENCE JR.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 344, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 344) honoring the life
and achievements of Dr. Robert Lawrence Jr.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCcCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———
INDIAN EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING

AND RELATED SERVICES CON-

SOLIDATION ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

344) was
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ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 228, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 228) to amend the Indian Em-
ployment, Training and Related Services
Demonstration Act of 1992 to facilitate the
ability of Indian tribes to integrate the em-
ployment, training, and related services
from diverse Federal sources, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 228) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

The

————

ESTHER MARTINEZ NATIVE AMER-
ICAN LANGUAGES PRESERVA-
TION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 30, S. 254.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 254) to amend the Native Amer-
ican Programs Act of 1974 to provide flexi-
bility and reauthorization to ensure the sur-
vival and continuing vitality of Native
American languages.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Hoeven amendment, which is at the
desk, be agreed to, the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1637) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the authorization of ap-
propriations for the Native American lan-
guages grant program under section 803C of
the Native American Programs Act of 1974)
On page 2, strike lines 21 and 22 and insert

the following:

amended by striking ‘‘such sums’” and all

that follows through the period at the end

and inserting ‘‘$13,000,000 for each of fiscal

years 2019 through 2023.”".

The bill (S. 2564), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 254

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Esther Mar-
tinez Native American Languages Preserva-
tion Act’.

The
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SEC. 2. NATIVE AMERICAN LANGUAGES GRANT
PROGRAM.

Section 803C of the Native American Pro-
grams Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 2991b-3) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(7)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(i), by striking ‘10"
and inserting ‘‘5”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘15
and inserting ‘“10”’; and

(2) in subsection (e)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘or 3-year basis’’ and in-
serting ‘‘3-year, 4-year, or 5-year basis’’; and

(B) by inserting ¢, 4-year, or b5-year’’ after
‘“‘on a 3-year’’.

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF NATIVE AMER-
ICAN LANGUAGES PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 816(e) of the Na-
tive American Programs Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 2992d(e)) is amended by striking ‘2008,
2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012’ and inserting ‘2018
through 2022,

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 816 of
the Native American Programs Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 2992d) is amended in subsections
(a) and (b) by striking ‘‘subsection (e)”’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘subsection
(.

————
JOHN P. SMITH ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 33, S. 302.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 302) to enhance tribal road safety,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 302) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 302

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“John P.
Smith Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. APPLICATION OF CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
SIONS TO CERTAIN TRIBAL TRANS-
PORTATION FACILITIES.

(a) DEFINITION OF TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term
“tribal transportation safety project’ means
a project described in paragraph (2) that is
eligible for funding under section 202 of title
23, United States Code, and that—

(A) corrects or improves a hazardous road
location or feature; or

(B) addresses a highway safety problem.

(2) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project de-
scribed in this paragraph is a project for one
or more of the following:

(A) An intersection safety improvement.

(B) Pavement and shoulder widening (in-
cluding the addition of a passing lane to
remedy an unsafe condition).
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(C) Installation of rumble strips or another
warning device, if the rumble strips or other
warning devices do not adversely affect the
safety or mobility of bicyclists and pedes-
trians, including persons with disabilities.

(D) Installation of a skid-resistant surface
at an intersection or other location with a
high frequency of crashes.

(E) An improvement for pedestrian or bicy-
clist safety or the safety of persons with dis-
abilities.

(F) Construction and improvement of a
railway-highway grade crossing safety fea-
ture, including the installation of protective
devices.

(G) The conduct of a model traffic enforce-
ment activity at a railway-highway crossing.

(H) Construction of a traffic calming fea-
ture.

(I) Elimination of a roadside hazard.

(J) Installation, replacement, and other
improvements of highway signage and pave-
ment markings or a project to maintain min-
imum levels of retroreflectivity that ad-
dresses a highway safety problem consistent
with a State strategic highway safety plan.

(K) Installation of a priority control sys-
tem for emergency vehicles at signalized
intersections.

(L) Installation of a traffic control or other
warning device at a location with high crash
potential.

(M) Transportation safety planning.

(N) Collection, analysis, and improvement
of safety data.

(O) Planning integrated interoperable
emergency communications equipment,
operational activities, or traffic enforcement
activities (including police assistance) relat-
ing to work zone safety.

(P) Installation of guardrails, barriers (in-
cluding barriers between construction work
zones and traffic lanes for the safety of road
users and workers), and crash attenuators.

(Q) The addition or retrofitting of struc-
tures or other measures to eliminate or re-
duce crashes involving vehicles and wildlife.

(R) Installation of yellow-green signs and
signals at pedestrian and bicycle crossings
and in school zones.

(S) Construction and operational improve-
ments on a high risk rural road (as defined in
section 148(a) of title 23, United States Code).

(T) Geometric improvements to a road for
the purposes of safety improvement.

(U) A road safety audit.

(V) Roadway safety infrastructure im-
provements consistent with the rec-
ommendations included in the publication of
the Federal Highway Administration enti-
tled ‘‘Handbook for Designing Roadways for
the Aging Population” (FHWA-SA-14-015),
dated June 2014 (or a revised or updated pub-
lication).

(W) Truck parking facilities eligible for
funding under section 1401 of MAP-21 (23
U.S.C. 137 note; Public Law 112-141).

(X) Systemic safety improvements.

(Y) Installation of vehicle-to-infrastruc-
ture communication equipment.

(Z) Pedestrian hybrid beacons.

(AA) Roadway improvements that provide
separation between pedestrians and motor
vehicles, including medians and pedestrian
crossing islands.

(BB) A physical infrastructure safety
project not described in subparagraphs (A)
through (AA).

(b) NEW CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.—

(1) REVIEW OF EXISTING CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
SIONS.—The Secretary shall review the cat-
egorical exclusions under section 771.117 of
title 23, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations), to determine which, if
any, are applicable for use by the Secretary
in review of projects eligible for assistance
under section 202 of title 23, United States
Code.
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(2) REVIEW OF TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY PROJECTS.—The Secretary shall iden-
tify tribal transportation safety projects
that meet the requirements for categorical
exclusions under sections 1507.3 and 1508.4 of
title 40, Code of Federal Regulations.

(3) PROPOSAL.—The Secretary shall issue a
proposed rule, in accordance with sections
1507.3 and 1508.4 of title 40, Code of Federal
Regulations, to propose any categorical ex-
clusions identified under paragraphs (1) and
(2).

(4) DEADLINE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
after considering any comments on the pro-
posed rule issued under paragraph (3), the
Secretary shall promulgate a final rule for
the categorical exclusions, in accordance
with sections 1507.3 and 1508.4 of title 40,
Code of Federal Regulations.

() TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
of Transportation shall provide technical as-
sistance to the Secretary in carrying out
this subsection.

(c) REVIEWS OF TRIBAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the head
of another Federal agency responsible for a
decision related to a tribal transportation
safety project shall complete any approval
or decision for the review of the tribal trans-
portation safety project required under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) or any other applica-
ble Federal law on an expeditious basis using
the shortest existing applicable process.

(2) REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.—Not later
than 45 days after the date of receipt of a
complete application by an Indian tribe for
approval of a tribal transportation safety
project, the Secretary shall—

(A) take final action on the application; or

(B) provide the Indian tribe a schedule for
completion of the review described in para-
graph (1), including the identification of any
other Federal agency that has jurisdiction
with respect to the project.

(3) DECISIONS UNDER OTHER FEDERAL
LAWS.—In any case in which a decision under
any other Federal law relating to a tribal
transportation safety project (including the
issuance or denial of a permit or license) is
required, not later than 45 days after the
Secretary has made all decisions of the lead
agency under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with
respect to the project, the head of the Fed-
eral agency responsible for the decision
shall—

(A) make the applicable decision; or

(B) provide the Indian tribe a schedule for
making the decision.

(4) EXTENSIONS.—The Secretary or the head
of an applicable Federal agency may extend
the period under paragraph (2) or (3), as ap-
plicable, by an additional 30 days by pro-
viding the Indian tribe notice of the exten-
sion, including a statement of the need for
the extension.

(56) NOTIFICATION AND EXPLANATION.—In any
case in which a required action is not com-
pleted by the deadline under paragraph (2),
(3), or (4), as applicable, the Secretary or the
head of a Federal agency, as applicable,
shall—

(A) notify the Committee on Indian Affairs
of the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives of
the failure to comply with the deadline; and

(B) provide to the Committees described in
subparagraph (A) a detailed explanation of
the reasons for the failure to comply with
the deadline.

SEC. 4. PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENTS FOR CAT-
EGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter
into programmatic agreements with Indian
tribes that establish efficient administrative
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procedures for carrying out environmental
reviews for projects eligible for assistance
under section 202 of title 23, United States
Code.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—A programmatic agree-
ment under subsection (a)—

(1) may include an agreement that allows
an Indian tribe to determine, on behalf of the
Secretary, whether a project is categorically
excluded from the preparation of an environ-
mental assessment or environmental impact
statement under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); and

(2) shall—

(A) require that the Indian tribe maintain
adequate capacity in terms of personnel and
other resources to carry out applicable agen-
cy responsibilities pursuant to section 1507.2
of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (or
successor regulations);

(B) set forth the responsibilities of the In-
dian tribe for making categorical exclusion
determinations, documenting the determina-
tions, and achieving acceptable quality con-
trol and quality assurance;

(C) allow—

(i) the Secretary to monitor compliance of
the Indian tribe with the terms of the agree-
ment; and

(ii) the Indian tribe to execute any needed
corrective action;

(D) contain stipulations for amendments,
termination, and public availability of the
agreement once the agreement has been exe-
cuted; and

(E) have a term of not more than 5 years,
with an option for renewal based on a review
by the Secretary of the performance of the
Indian tribe.

———

INDIAN TRIBAL ENERGY DEVEL-
OPMENT AND SELF-DETERMINA-
TION ACT AMENDMENTS OF 2017

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 104, S. 245.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 245) to amend the Indian Tribal
Energy Development and Self Determination
Act of 2005, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 245) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 245

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Indian Trib-
al Energy Development and Self-Determina-
tion Act Amendments of 2017,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.
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