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Navajo Nation determines to be appropriate 
in any case in which an oil or gas resource is 
produced in a paying quantity.’’. 

(b) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 5 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall prepare and submit to Congress a re-
port describing the progress made in car-
rying out the amendment made by sub-
section (a). 
SEC. 206. EXTENSION OF TRIBAL LEASE PERIOD 

FOR THE CROW TRIBE OF MONTANA. 

Subsection (a) of the first section of the 
Act of August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 415(a)), is 
amended in the second sentence by inserting 
‘‘, land held in trust for the Crow Tribe of 
Montana’’ after ‘‘Devils Lake Sioux Reserva-
tion’’. 
SEC. 207. TRUST STATUS OF LEASE PAYMENTS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(b) TREATMENT OF LEASE PAYMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2) and at the request of the In-
dian tribe or individual Indian, any advance 
payments, bid deposits, or other earnest 
money received by the Secretary in connec-
tion with the review and Secretarial ap-
proval under any other Federal law (includ-
ing regulations) of a sale, lease, permit, or 
any other conveyance of any interest in any 
trust or restricted land of any Indian tribe or 
individual Indian shall, upon receipt and 
prior to Secretarial approval of the contract 
or conveyance instrument, be held in the 
trust fund system for the benefit of the In-
dian tribe and individual Indian from whose 
land the funds were generated. 

(2) RESTRICTION.—If the advance payment, 
bid deposit, or other earnest money received 
by the Secretary results from competitive 
bidding, upon selection of the successful bid-
der, only the funds paid by the successful 
bidder shall be held in the trust fund system. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On the approval of the 

Secretary of a contract or other instrument 
for a sale, lease, permit, or any other con-
veyance described in subsection (b)(1), the 
funds held in the trust fund system and de-
scribed in subsection (b), along with all in-
come generated from the investment of those 
funds, shall be disbursed to the Indian tribe 
or individual Indian landowners. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—If a contract or other 
instrument for a sale, lease, permit, or any 
other conveyance described in subsection 
(b)(1) is not approved by the Secretary, the 
funds held in the trust fund system and de-
scribed in subsection (b), along with all in-
come generated from the investment of those 
funds, shall be paid to the party identified 
in, and in such amount and on such terms as 
set out in, the applicable regulations, adver-
tisement, or other notice governing the pro-
posed conveyance of the interest in the land 
at issue. 

(d) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall 
apply to any advance payment, bid deposit, 
or other earnest money received by the Sec-
retary in connection with the review and 
Secretarial approval under any other Fed-
eral law (including regulations) of a sale, 
lease, permit, or any other conveyance of 
any interest in any trust or restricted land 
of any Indian tribe or individual Indian on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

f 

RESPECT ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 105, S. 343. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 343) to repeal certain obsolete 
laws relating to Indians. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 343) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 343 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Repealing 
Existing Substandard Provisions Encour-
aging Conciliation with Tribes Act’’ or the 
‘‘RESPECT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPEAL OF CERTAIN OBSOLETE LAWS RE-

LATING TO INDIANS. 
(1) Section 2080 of the Revised Statutes (25 

U.S.C. 72) is repealed. 
(2) Section 2100 of the Revised Statutes (25 

U.S.C. 127) is repealed. 
(3) Section 2 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 

Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 128), is re-
pealed. 

(4) The first section of the Act of March 3, 
1875 (18 Stat. 424, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 129), 
is amended under the heading ‘‘CHEYENNES 
AND ARAPAHOES.’’ by striking ‘‘; that the 
Secretary of the Interior be authorized to 
withhold, from any tribe of Indians who may 
hold any captives other than Indians, any 
moneys due them from the United States 
until said captives shall be surrendered to 
the lawful authorities of the United States’’. 

(5) Section 2087 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 130) is repealed. 

(6) Section 3 of the Act of March 3, 1875 (18 
Stat. 449, chapter 132; 25 U.S.C. 137), is re-
pealed. 

(7) Section 2101 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 138) is repealed. 

(8) Section 7 of the Act of June 23, 1879 (21 
Stat. 35, chapter 35; 25 U.S.C. 273), is re-
pealed. 

(9) The first section of the Act of March 3, 
1893 (27 Stat. 612, chapter 209), is amended— 

(A) under the heading ‘‘MISCELLANEOUS 
SUPPORTS.’’ (27 Stat. 628; 25 U.S.C. 283), by 
striking the last 2 undesignated paragraphs; 
and 

(B) under the heading ‘‘FOR SUPPORT OF 
SCHOOLS.’’ (27 Stat. 635; 25 U.S.C. 283), by 
striking the second undesignated paragraph. 

(10) Section 18 of the Act of June 30, 1913 
(38 Stat. 96, chapter 4; 25 U.S.C. 285), is 
amended by striking the tenth undesignated 
paragraph. 

(11) The Act of June 21, 1906 (34 Stat. 325, 
chapter 3504), is amended under the heading 
‘‘COMMISSIONER.’’ under the heading ‘‘I. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS.’’ (34 Stat. 328; 25 
U.S.C. 302) by striking the fourth undesig-
nated paragraph. 
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COLUMBIA RIVER IN-LIEU AND 
TREATY FISHING ACCESS SITES 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 193, S. 669. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 669) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to assess sanitation and safety 
conditions at Bureau of Indian Affairs facili-
ties that were constructed to provide af-
fected Columbia River Treaty tribes access 
to traditional fishing grounds and expend 
funds on construction of facilities and struc-
tures to improve those conditions, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the 
Hoeven amendment at the desk be 
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be con-
sidered read a third time and passed, 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1638) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
(Purpose: To authorize a study of the pro-

gram to assess sanitation and safety condi-
tions at Bureau of Indian Affairs facilities 
that were constructed to provide affected 
Columbia River Treaty tribes access to 
traditional fishing grounds and make re-
lated improvements) 
At the end, add the following: 

SEC. 3. STUDY OF ASSESSMENT AND IMPROVE-
MENT ACTIVITIES. 

The Comptroller General of the United 
States, in consultation with the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate, shall— 

(1) conduct a study to evaluate whether 
the sanitation and safety conditions on lands 
held by the United States for the benefit of 
the affected Columbia River Treaty tribes 
(as defined in section 2) have improved as a 
result of the activities authorized in section 
2; and 

(2) prepare and submit to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives a report containing the re-
sults of that study. 

The bill (S. 669), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 669 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Columbia 
River In-Lieu and Treaty Fishing Access 
Sites Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SANITATION AND SAFETY CONDITIONS AT 

CERTAIN BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS FACILITIES. 

(a) ASSESSMENT OF CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, in consultation 
with the affected Columbia River Treaty 
tribes, may assess current sanitation and 
safety conditions on lands held by the United 
States for the benefit of the affected Colum-
bia River Treaty tribes, including all perma-
nent Federal structures and improvements 
on those lands, that were set aside to provide 
affected Columbia River Treaty tribes access 
to traditional fishing grounds— 

(1) in accordance with the Act of March 2, 
1945 (59 Stat. 10, chapter 19) (commonly 
known as the ‘‘River and Harbor Act of 
1945’’); or 

(2) in accordance with title IV of Public 
Law 100–581 (102 Stat. 2944). 
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(b) EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZATION; CON-

TRACTS.—The Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Bureau of Indian Affairs— 

(1) subject to paragraph (2)(B), shall be the 
only Federal agency authorized to carry out 
the activities described in this section; and 

(2) may delegate the authority to carry out 
activities described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of subsection (c)— 

(A) through one or more contracts entered 
into with an Indian tribe or tribal organiza-
tion under the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 
et seq.); or 

(B) to include other Federal agencies that 
have relevant expertise. 

(c) DEFINITION OF AFFECTED COLUMBIA 
RIVER TREATY TRIBES.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘affected Columbia River Treaty 
tribes’’ means the Nez Perce Tribe, the Con-
federated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon, and the Con-
federated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of the Interior such sums as 
are necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended— 

(1) for improvements to existing structures 
and infrastructure to improve sanitation and 
safety conditions assessed under subsection 
(a); and 

(2) to improve access to electricity, sewer, 
and water infrastructure, where feasible, to 
reflect needs for sanitary and safe use of fa-
cilities referred to in subsection (a). 

f 

AMBER ALERT IN INDIAN 
COUNTRY ACT OF 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 209, S. 772. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 772) to amend the PROTECT Act 
to make Indian tribes eligible for AMBER 
Alert grants. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 772) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 772 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘AMBER 
Alert in Indian Country Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. AMBER ALERT GRANTS FOR INDIAN 

TRIBES. 
Section 304 of the PROTECT Act (42 U.S.C. 

5791c) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘and In-

dian tribes’’ after ‘‘States’’; 
(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (5); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) the integration of State or regional 
AMBER Alert communication plans with an 
Indian tribe; and’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘The Federal’’ and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Federal’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) WAIVER OF FEDERAL SHARE.—If the At-

torney General determines that an Indian 
tribe does not have sufficient funds available 
to comply with the Federal share require-
ment under paragraph (1) for the cost of ac-
tivities funded by a grant for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (b)(4), the Attorney 
General may increase the Federal share of 
the costs for such activities to the extent the 
Attorney General determines necessary.’’; 

(4) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘for 
grants under’’ and inserting ‘‘and standards 
to improve accountability and transparency 
for grants awarded under’’; 

(5) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); 

(6) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—In this 
section, the term ‘Indian tribe’ means a fed-
erally recognized Indian tribe or a Native 
village, Regional Corporation, or Village 
Corporation (as those terms are defined in 
section 3 of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act (43 U.S.C. 1602)).’’; and 

(7) in subsection (g)(1), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2004’’ each place it appears 

and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(3)’’ and in-

serting ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection 
(b)’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General 
shall submit a report evaluating the readi-
ness, education, and training needs, techno-
logical challenges, and specific obstacles en-
countered by Indian tribes in the integration 
of State or regional AMBER Alert commu-
nication plans to— 

(1) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(4) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

f 

SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL 
HEALTH CONSORTIUM LAND 
TRANSFER ACT OF 2017 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 247, S. 825. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 825) to provide for the conveyance 
of certain property to the Southeast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium located in 
Sitka, Alaska, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment 
to strike all after the enacting clause 
and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southeast Alas-
ka Regional Health Consortium Land Transfer 
Act of 2017’’. 

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable, but 

not later than 2 years, after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) shall convey to the Southeast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium located in 
Sitka, Alaska (referred to in this Act as the 
‘‘Consortium’’), all right, title, and interest of 
the United States in and to the property de-
scribed in section 3 for use in connection with 
health and social services programs. 

(b) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The 
conveyance by the Secretary of title by war-
ranty deeds under this section shall, on the ef-
fective date of the conveyance, supersede and 
render of no future effect any quitclaim deed to 
the property described in section 3 executed by 
the Secretary and the Consortium. 

(c) CONDITIONS.—The conveyance of the prop-
erty under this Act— 

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and 
(2) shall not— 
(A) require any consideration from the Con-

sortium for the property; 
(B) impose any obligation, term, or condition 

on the Consortium; or 
(C) allow for any reversionary interest of the 

United States in the property. 
SEC. 3. PROPERTY DESCRIBED. 

The property, including all land and appur-
tenances, described in this section is the prop-
erty included in U.S. Survey 1496, Lots 3, 5, 6, 
9, 10, 11A, 11A Parcel A, and 11B, partially sur-
veyed Township 55 South, Range 63 East of the 
Copper River Meridian, containing 19.07 acres, 
in Sitka, Alaska. 
SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY. 

(a) LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the Consortium shall not be 
liable for any soil, surface water, groundwater, 
or other contamination resulting from the dis-
posal, release, or presence of any environmental 
contamination on any portion of the property 
described in section 3 on or before the date on 
which the property is conveyed to the Consor-
tium, except that the Secretary shall not be lia-
ble for any contamination that occurred after 
the date on which the Consortium controlled, 
occupied, and used such property. 

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—An en-
vironmental contamination described in para-
graph (1) includes any oil or petroleum prod-
ucts, hazardous substances, hazardous mate-
rials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic sub-
stances, solid waste, or any other environmental 
contamination or hazard as defined in any Fed-
eral or State of Alaska law. 

(b) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the property 
conveyed under this Act as may be reasonably 
necessary to satisfy any retained obligation or 
liability of the Secretary. 

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE ACTIV-
ITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this Act, 
the Secretary shall comply with subparagraphs 
(A) and (B) of section 120(h)(3) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 
9620(h)(3)). 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the committee-reported 
substitute amendment be agreed to; 
that the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 825), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 
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