November 30, 2017

each member of Congress, as well as officers
and employees of the House of Representa-
tives, complete anti-harassment training each
session of Congress. We are in a watershed
moment in our country and we in Congress
must draw a line in the sand and make it clear
that sexual harassment will not be tolerated.

We have witnessed countless accusations
come out in the news about high-profile indi-
viduals, and millions of women around the
country have opened old wounds and shared
their stories to show just how systemic this
problem truly is. Congress is not impervious.
Accusations against current and former mem-
bers have flooded the news, and it has high-
lighted how insufficient our sexual harassment
prevention and remediation processes have
been in both the House and the Senate.

| am proud to join so many of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle in support
of this resolution, which is the first step in cre-
ating an environment on Capitol Hill that is
safe and supportive for everyone. However,
we must not let this be our last action. We
cannot introduce this bill and wash our hands
of the problem. We must continue to work in
a bipartisan manner to improve the complaint
and investigation procedures in both cham-
bers, and we must evaluate the rules and
scope of the Ethics Committee to ensure the
committee is fully staffed and prepared to
evaluate sexual harassment cases in a timely
manner. We need to implement a process that
does not silence women, but gives them a
voice and allows them to be heard.

And, together we must condemn this behav-
ior—regardless of party. We must show that
we are united in our commitment to dismantle
this system that has shielded perpetrators for
so long. We must stand with survivors and de-
mand justice. Today we are showing that we
want to ensure that this process starts within
the halls of Congress.
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Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Gene Bell from Belgrade for the
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community.

Mr. Bell joined the United States Marine
Corps during the height of World War Il. He
served in the operation to liberate Guam and
fought at lwo Jima. His service to country did
not stop when he finished his military career.

Mr. Bell is a member of the lwo Jima Sur-
vivors Association and frequently travels and
speaks about his experiences. Mr. Bell is de-
scribed by his friends as a walking, talking
Marine Corps advertisement who is knowl-
edgeable and well-spoken. He has a positive
outlook, and is a gentleman to everyone he
meets.

| ask my colleagues today to join me in
commending Gene Bell for his dedication and
service.
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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to welcome Temple Torat Emet’s
new Rabbi, David Siff, to the South Florida
community.

Rabbi Siff has been an inspiration to Jewish
communities across the country, from South
Carolina to Philadelphia, and now he joins us
here in Boynton Beach. Since receiving his
rabbinic ordination in 2006 and a Ph.D. in
Jewish Philosophy in 2009, both from the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary in New York City, he
has cultivated a culture of warmth and inclu-
siveness for everyone in the community.
Rabbi Siff has been key in developing Shab-
bat and holiday programming that engages
families with young children, promoting a vi-
brant and hopeful future for the American Jew-
ish community. His dedication to Tikkun Olam,
or repairing the world, will be a great asset to
the Temple and to South Florida.

Temple Torat Emet and the rest of the Jew-
ish community of South Florida is lucky to
have Rabbi Siff, and I'd like to join them in ex-
tending him a warm welcome.

—
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Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an individual who has
made a remarkable impact on Jefferson Coun-
ty, and indeed all of Florida, Sheriff David C.
Hobbs who passed away on Monday, Novem-
ber 27, 2017 at the age of 58, due to com-
plications from cancer.

Sheriff Hobbs was a dedicated public serv-
ant who served his country in the U.S. Marine
Corps and his community as Sheriff for four
terms. | honor his service and all law enforce-
ment officers for risking their lives to keep oth-
ers safe.

Sheriff Hobbs was born and raised in Monti-
cello, Florida. He was a graduate of the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol Academy and a member of
the Florida Highway Patrol for 11 years. He
served as a Deputy Sheriff of the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Office for eight years and was
elected Sheriff in 2004 and was re-elected
subsequently.

He promoted legislation requiring state driv-
ers’ licenses and identification cards to rapidly
identify sexual offenders who prey on children.
For many years, he sponsored the Cops &
Kids program which provided bicycles to many
underprivileged children at Christmas. He also
implemented Project Lifesaver in Jefferson
County, to aid in the search for persons with
special needs. Additionally, Sheriff Hobbs
began the Ag Watch Program in late 2014 to
assist the agricultural community in the pre-
vention of the loss of livestock and equipment
as well as recovery of any property loss.

Florida Governor Rick Scott recognized his
talents and value by appointing him to the
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Criminal Justice Standards and Training Com-
mission in 2014. It is fitting that the Governor
has ordered the State and U.S. flags to be
flown at half-staff at the Jefferson County
Courthouse, Monticello City Hall, the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Office and the State Capitol in
Tallahassee from sunrise to sunset through
the day of Sheriff Hobbs’ funeral service on
Saturday, December 2, 2017.

Mr. Speaker, Sheriff Hobbs had a larger
than life personality, which explains the larger
than life void that Jefferson County and the
citizens of the state of Florida are feeling. His
loyalty and love to his family, God and com-
munity, will be remembered and Sheriff
Hobbs’ spirit and attitude will be truly missed.

————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the late Robert Lee Brown, Jr., who passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, July 11, 2017
and will be interred in the Arlington National
Cemetery for his service to our nation in the
United States Army.

Robert Lee Brown was born on July 21,
1938, the third child of Robert and Minerva
Brown. In his early age, he was baptized in
Brodnax, Virginia and received his early edu-
cation in Brunswick County, Virginia.

Mr. Brown and his siblings believed firmly
that happiness must be found in service to
others and that the most noble professions re-
quired public service. His sister was an ele-
mentary school teacher. He and his brothers
contributed over 100 years of combined mili-
tary service to our nation.

In 1956, Mr. Brown reached the age of 18
and was drafted in the United States Army,
initially serving at the Army Depot in Rich-
mond, Virginia. In time, his service took him
on tours through Korea, Panama; and he
served in Vietnam during the Vietnam.

Robert also spent fifteen years of his mili-
tary service at the Military District of Wash-
ington Ceremonies and Special Events in
Washington, D.C. where he retired from the
United States Army in 1989. After his retire-
ment, he accepted a position as Super-
intendent of the Soldier's and Airmen’s Home
National Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

In 1962, Robert Brown married his best
friend, Yvonne Mushaw, to whom he devoted
54 years until the day of his passing. To-
gether, Robert and Yvonne had two sons,
Darrell and Derreck Brown, both of whom
Robert was extremely proud.

Following his second retirement, Robert and
Yvonne returned to Brodnax, Virginia where
he dedicated himself to the Miles Bethel Me-
morial CME Church as a member of the Stew-
ard Board, President of the Men’s Chorus, and
Chairperson for Ministry of Men. He also of-
fered his skills to Oris P. Jones Funeral Estab-
lishment.

| want to recognize and offer my condo-
lences to Robert’s surviving family: his widow,
Yvonne, his son Darrell and daughter-in-law
Robin Pena Brown, his son Derreck and friend
Christopher Johnson; aunts, Alma Jenkins-
Davis, and Mary Boyd-Lewis Salley; brothers,
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