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is also a DAV driver and chairman of the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots program. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Michael Lawson for his dedica-
tion and service. 
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HON. PAUL MITCHELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the Veterans in my district, and those who 
support them. Earlier this month, I attended a 
Veterans Esteem Team meeting in Lapeer 
County. 

It is a dinner organized and prepared by 
local Junior High and High School students 
from North Branch, Almont, and Dryden to 
honor area veterans. Those who have served 
our nation are the best one percent this coun-
try produces. Words will never be adequate to 
capture the debt of gratitude owed to the men 
and women of our military who have enabled 
our nation to continue to be safe and pros-
perous. I’m honored to serve them, and the 
students in my district who took the time to 
recognize and organize this event for our vet-
erans. 

Therefore, I would like to include in the 
RECORD the names of students and sponsors 
of the Veterans Esteem Team: 

Veterans Esteem Team Board Members— 
President: Benjamin Koning, Vice-President: 
Brian Garner, Secretary: Robert Heugh, 
Treasurer: Wayne Jacobs, Director: Glenn 
Ream. 

Veterans Esteem Team North Branch chap-
ter: Mr. Robert Heugh—Advisor, Darius 
Boulton, Liberty Cooper, Ms. Dusty Olivia 
Heugh, Gabe Hutchins, Ayden Marshall, Eliza-
beth Oland, Logan Sawson, Peyton Shepherd, 
Valerie Trombley, Spencer Wesch, Karter 
Shingledecker, Jack Enen, Ryan Rogers. 

Veterans Esteem Team Almont chapter: Mr. 
John Reinhard—Advisor, Hannah Chaney, 
Seth McCarthy, Emily Kruk, Josh Boyd. 

Veterans Esteem Team Dryden chapter: 
Abigail Koning. 
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Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Leslee 
Atiram who sadly passed away on November 
10, 2017. 

Leslee Atiram was a beloved teacher who 
was described by her students and peers to 
be inspiring and an optimist. Raised in Brook-
lyn, Ms. Atiram had a drive to one day be an 
educator. Ms. Atiram spent four decades 
teaching math and science for high school and 
elementary school in New York and New Jer-
sey, of which she spent two of those decades 
teaching at Rutgers Preparatory School, 
Princeton Day School, and the Sunday school 
at Temple Shaari Emeth. 

Her passion for education led her to study 
at Stroudsburg University and the University of 

London during her undergraduate years. She 
then earned her master’s degree in education 
from Brooklyn College. Her style of teaching 
was like none other—she always brought 
warmth, kindness, and a good sense of humor 
to her classes. Her knowledge and skills as a 
math and science teacher earned her the ORT 
American Outstanding STEM Educator Award, 
which honors an educator in the New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut tristate area who 
seeks to advance STEM education. 

Outside of her educational career, Ms. 
Atiram organized a support group for other 
people in the school community who were 
touched by cancer. 

Leslee is survived by her husband, Zam; 
her sons, Logan and Zak; Kristin, Zak’s 
fiancée; her brother, Stan, and her loving 
nieces and nephew. A memorial service for 
Leslee will be held Sunday, December 10, 
2017 at Rutgers Preparatory School in Som-
erset. 

Our nation suffers in the loss of nurturing 
educators like Leslee Atiram, but I am hon-
ored that such a talented and dedicated indi-
vidual has shared their gifts on behalf of our 
community. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the amazing life of Leslee Atiram and 
sending our sincere condolences to her 
friends and family. May Ms. Atiram be blessed 
and rest in peace. 
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Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Phillip Lyons of Butte for the 
Montana Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion for his service to his country and leader-
ship in his community. 

Mr. Lyons answered the call to serve his 
country following the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
He joined the United States Navy and later the 
Navy Reserve. Mr. Lyons was a submariner 
during World War II and the Korean War. 

Mr. Lyons has been active with Butte’s 
American Legion post for the past 70 years 
and served as the post’s commander. Mr. 
Lyons was State Commander of the Montana 
Subvets, is a member of the DAV and VFW, 
and has logged over 15,000 hours of volun-
teer work on behalf of veterans and their fami-
lies. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Phillip Lyons for his dedication 
and service. 
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HONORING MASTER SERGEANT 
JOHN C. BURNAM, USA (RETIRED) 
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OF NORTH CAROLINA 
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Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise 
today to honor retired Master Sergeant John 
C. Burnam for his honorable and distinguished 
service in the United States Army, which in-

cluded two years of combat mission as an in-
fantryman and German shepherd scout dog 
handler during the Vietnam War. In addition, I 
would like to recognize him for years of tire-
less work after military retirement to establish 
the John Burnam Monument Foundation, 
which designed and built a national monument 
for America’s military working dogs and their 
handlers that served in the Armed Services of 
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq. 

Master Sergeant Burnam’s time in the Army 
can be categorized best by his two years of 
service during the ground war in South Viet-
nam, where he was deployed as a combat in-
fantryman in the 7th Cavalry in the 1st Cavalry 
Division, and was subsequently wounded in 
battle. During his second year in Vietnam, he 
distinguished himself as a German shepherd 
scout dog handler serving in the 44th infantry 
scout dog platoon. After being wounded and 
the death of his first canine companion, Tim-
ber, he returned to duty and participated in 
over thirty combat missions, leading combat 
infantry patrols and saving American lives with 
his second scoutdog, Clipper. Tragically, both 
of his dogs died in the Vietnam War, which 
had a profound impact on the rest of Master 
Sergeant Burnam’s career, as well as his per-
sonal life. 

Throughout Master Sergeant Burnam’s com-
bat service, he was awarded over thirteen mili-
tary service awards, some of which include 
the Legion of Merit medal, the Bronze Star 
medal, and the Purple Heart medal. However, 
his achievements go far beyond his impres-
sive resume, military awards, and Army ac-
complishments. Master Sergeant Burnam went 
on to establish the John Burnam Monument 
Foundation, an organization that grew from his 
desire to honor others who have served on 
Military Working Dog teams throughout Amer-
ican history. His foundation, as its name sug-
gests, was dedicated to funding the construc-
tion and maintenance of a national monument 
for the men, women, and canines that make 
up these teams. In addition to his foundation, 
he has worked relentlessly to bring awareness 
to the work of scout dog handlers by authoring 
books, writing articles, and appearing in TV 
documentaries on the History Channel, Netflix, 
CNN, and other channels. Master Sergeant 
Burnam’s authentic and passionate storytelling 
have brought to life the hardships, humor, and 
horrors of combat, as well as the courageous 
heroism of both dog and handler. 

In 2005, Master Sergeant Burnam ap-
proached me to help him turn his dream of a 
Military Working Dog monument into a reality. 
He worked relentlessly, contributing language 
to support the drafting of the legislation, as 
well as giving congressional testimony before 
several subcommittees during the legislative 
process. Due to his tenacity and passion for 
the project, the legislation was signed by 
President Obama into Public Law 110–181 on 
October 28, 2009. This finally set into motion 
Master Sergeant Burnam’s vision by author-
izing the John Burnam Monument Foundation 
to establish and maintain a national monument 
on the Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas. 

This approval sparked Master Sergeant 
Burnam’s motivation to maintain his voice in 
the process, as he led the design and devel-
opment details of the national monument, in-
cluding size, scope, and historical significance 
of each component. This included the large 
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