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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PALMER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 30, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GARY J.
PALMER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

REAL TAX REFORM IS
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. PETERS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that real tax reform is absolutely
necessary. In 2013, the Harvard Busi-
ness School published a report that
identified the most important Federal
priorities to promote American growth
and competitiveness.

Two of the eight priorities were tax
related. First, to simplify the cor-
porate Tax Code with lower statutory

rates and fewer loopholes; and second,
to reform the taxation of foreign prof-
its so we don’t disadvantage American
businesses and workers.

Many Democrats would work with
the majority to achieve these
progrowth tax reforms. That is how it
worked so well in 1986 under President
Reagan and Speaker O’Neill.

But we should not, and we don’t need
to, balloon the Federal debt to achieve
these goals. That is exactly why Re-
publican proposals in the House and
the Senate are so harmful for our coun-
try.

We know that national debt itself is
antigrowth. That is why the same Har-
vard study that advocated tax reform
also prioritized a stable Federal budg-
et. Public debt crowds out private in-
vestment. CBO estimates that every
dollar in deficit crowds out 33 cents in
private investment.

Debt gives us less flexibility to deal
with emergencies. Debt increases the
risk of another financial crisis, because
when investors lose confidence in the
government’s ability to pay back bor-
rowed funds, interest rates can spike.
As interest takes up more of the budg-
et, less is available for other programs,
including roads, bridges, scientific dis-
covery, and our national defense.

When Congress passed the Bush tax
cuts, national debt was at a level equal
to 32 percent of the U.S. economy.
Today, it is 77 percent of GDP. These
bills will put our national debt on
track to be larger than our national
economy.

We can point fingers at each other
about how we got here, but if we are
trying to get out of the hole, first we
need to stop digging. We will not grow
our way out of this hole.

According to the nonpartisan Com-
mittee for a Responsible Federal Budg-
et, no estimate that accounts for the
economic impact of higher debt has
found that the bill would raise the
growth rate by more than a quarter of

the Republicans’ declared 0.4 percent
growth target.

In a survey at the University of Chi-
cago, known for its conservative eco-
nomic theory, 37 of 38 economists agree
that the GOP tax bills in Congress
would cause U.S. debt to increase sub-
stantially faster than the economy.

At the University of Pennsylvania
Wharton School, which the President
himself trumpets as his alma mater,
teaming with smart people, their dy-
namic scoring model found that the
House bill would lose between $1 tril-
lion and $1.7 trillion over a decade in
revenue after accounting for growth.

What in the world has happened to
the Grand Old Party and fiscal respon-
sibility? How will we pay for infra-
structure now? Will we really risk de-
stabilizing the dollar, the world’s eco-
nomic currency? Will we ask China to
lend us money so that we can defend
ourselves from North Korea?

I have heard my Republican col-
leagues say again and again how im-
portant it is to pay for spending, to get
our fiscal house in order, to get our na-
tional debt under control.

I asked one colleague why he had run
for Congress in the first place, and he
told me he was so concerned about
loading his kids up with all this bor-
rowing, that he had to do something.
His eyes filled with tears as he talked
about his children. Yet he and many
like him voted in a rush to add at least
$1.5 trillion to the debt without a road
or a Navy ship or one scientific grant
to show for it.

Nobody seriously contends that this
is wonderful policy resulting from seri-
ous deliberation through regular order.
It is not. The only reason for this ef-
fort, and this is out of the mouths of
the legislators themselves, is that
there is political pressure from interest
groups and donors to get something
done. That is the definition of putting
party before country. That is exactly
what people hate about Congress.
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This is not what your constituents
really want. They don’t want their tax
breaks to expire while corporate breaks
don’t. They don’t want students to suf-
fer from even more debt. They don’t
want to lose their healthcare because
of the premium spikes we Kknow are
going to be coming. They don’t want
their housing to be more expensive,
even, than it is today, and they don’t
want to face automatic Medicare cuts
forced by congressional spending lim-
its.

If you are worried about the
blowback from not doing something or
taking the extra time to get it right,
wait until you see the reaction when
people realize what is really in this bill
after it has already been passed.

We can do real tax reform without
jeopardizing our children’s future.
Make the corporate rate 25 percent in-
stead of 20 percent like the Business
Roundtable and Mitt Romney both
once suggested. That saves $600 billion.

If you must lift the exemption for the
estate tax, I wouldn’t, but don’t elimi-
nate it. That saves $50 billion.

Maintain the alternative minimum
tax for high-earning families, but index
it over time so it doesn’t catch the
middle class.

Work with Democrats to find ways to
limit tax expenditures, but save the
burden for those who can afford it.

If my Republican colleagues will
commit to doing that, I will commit to
working with you, and I will honestly
and publicly thank you for putting
country before politics.

——

RECOGNIZING SOUTH FLORIDA’S
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in recognition of the Jewish Com-
munity Services of South Florida and
the second generation of Miami-Dade
Holocaust Survivors. Together, these
two organizations will join forces to
hold a Cafe Europa, a function that
honors Holocaust survivors and their
families. The name ‘‘Cafe Europa’ is
derived from a small lounge in Stock-
holm. Here, survivors from liberated
concentration camps would search for
family and friends after the war, share
stories and experiences, and begin to
rebuild their lives.

Today, the practice remains strong
in its commitment to bring survivors
together, where they can share insight
and thoughts on topics surrounding our
world today.

Cafe Europa also allows us to honor
these individuals and gain vital knowl-
edge about this dark period in history.

This event this year will be held at
the Aventura Turnberry Jewish Center
on Sunday, December 3, at 11:30. My
constituents David and Irene
Mermelstein, Herbie Karliner, Joe
Sacks, Alex Gross, David Schaeter, and
Wendy Rothfield will attend this im-
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portant event. Holocaust survivors will
share stories, grieve over loved ones
lost, and recommit that these horren-
dous days of our history that they sur-
vived will never again be repeated.

Mr. Speaker, we must cherish the
time that we have left with these brave
souls, to listen and to learn about their
tragic stories, stories that must be
passed along to future generations
about this brutal period of injustice,
and ensure that no such tyranny ever
happens again.

CONGRESS MUST ACT ON A LEGISLATIVE
SOLUTION FOR OUR DREAMERS

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we quickly approach the month of De-
cember, we are reminded of the very
few legislative days left on this cal-
endar to debate and pass a permanent
solution to protect our Nation’s
DREAMers from deportation.

I introduced, along with my dear
friend, my colleague, LUCILLE ROYBAL-
ALLARD, H.R. 3440, also known as the
Dream Act, to allow over 800,000 young
immigrants living in our great country
to remain here, the only home that
they have truly known.

This bill will allow DREAMers to
apply for conditional permanent resi-
dency, and eventually to citizenship.
Each day of inaction by our body to
pass the Dream Act or any legislative
fix is a loss for our communities and
our country.

Study after study demonstrates the
reality that we already know: that fail-
ure to provide a solution for our
DREAMers will result in hundreds of
billions of dollars lost in GDP, a truly
devastating blow to our economy.

The business community, faith lead-
ers, colleges and universities, advocacy
groups, all have joined a large bipar-
tisan coalition standing behind these
young immigrants, and that is because
they recognize the positive contribu-
tions of these individuals, contribu-
tions that should not be imperiled by
their legal status.

But they are looking at us, Mr.
Speaker. They are looking at Congress.
It is up to us. It is up to you and me
and our colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to act. It is our responsibility,
and we must not delay action any
longer. These individuals who came to
this country as children only want an
opportunity to attend school, to work,
to provide for their families.

Mr. Speaker, this Nation, our Nation,
was born and continues to be built and
made stronger by immigrants like
these DREAMers, willing and deter-
mined not only to realize their dreams,
but truly to love, serve, and protect
this land with all of their hearts.

That is precisely why we must act
now. This Chamber cannot and should
not stand idly by while these young
immigrants, who are already as Amer-
ican as anyone else in their hearts and
their minds, live under fear and uncer-
tainty in this country, a country that
is a beacon of hope and a land of oppor-
tunity to those who seek it.

The lives of hundreds of thousands of
bright, talented, and patriotic young
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men and women depend on us, on this
Congress. It is up to us to rise to the
challenge to legalize the status of these
DREAMers so they can truly make
their dreams into a reality.
——

END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, last
Monday and Tuesday, I participated in
the eighth annual Monte’s March, a 43-
mile walk from Springfield to Green-
field, Massachusetts, to raise aware-
ness about hunger in our community
and to raise money for the Food Bank
of Western Massachusetts.

Monte Belmonte, a well-known and
beloved local radio personality with
WRSI, The River, in Northampton, led
dozens of committed activists and com-
munity leaders on the walk.

This year, the march raised over
$236,000, a record, to help struggling
families in western Massachusetts.
This translates into about 708,000 meals
that will go directly to individuals and
families struggling with food insecu-
rity.

As I am each year, I was deeply im-
pressed by the stamina of all those who
walked and by the generosity of com-
munity members looking to help those
in need.

I would like to take a moment to
thank those who joined us along the
route for their dedication to the cause
of ending hunger in this country once
and for all.

Specifically, I want to thank:

Monte Belmonte and his entire crew
from The River, including Mark
Lattanzi, Dave Musante, and Rene
Kane. They work incredibly hard each
year to make this march a success, and
it wouldn’t have been possible without
their determination and the extra
hours they put in leading up to this
event;

Sean Barry of Four Seasons Liquor
in Hadley, Monte’s right-hand man,
marched the entire 2 days;

Andrew Morehouse, the executive di-
rector of the Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts, and everyone at the
food bank. They do inspiring work.
They deserve to be supported;

All of the elected officials who joined
us, including my colleagues Represent-
atives RICHIE NEAL and JOE KENNEDY,
State Senator Eric Lesser and Rep-
resentative Aaron Vega, Northampton
Mayor David Narkewicz, Greenfield
Mayor William Martin, and Chicopee
Mayor Richard Kos;

The representatives of several local
colleges: Christina Royal, president of
Holyoke Community College; my dear
friend Bob Pura, president of Green-
field Community College; and a special
appearance by Sam the Minuteman,
UMass’ beloved mascot;

Incredible advocates from the non-
profit community: Tim Garvin of the
United Way of Central Massachusetts;
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