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NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today,
during National Adoption Month, to
encourage adoption and improvements
in our foster care system across this
land. Currently, there are roughly
428,000 children in America’s foster
care system, and nearly 112,000 of those
children are waiting to be adopted into
safe, permanent, and loving families.

According to Arkansas State data,
the number of foster youth has out-
paced the number of spots available in
foster homes by over 1,200 children. Or-
ganizations around the State have been
at the forefront of recruitment efforts
for our foster families.

One such organization is The CALL,
locally directed by Lauri Currier. She
notes that a stable, loving home can
make a huge difference in a child’s life,
specifically with regard to escaping the
grasp of neglect and abuse.

I am proud to work with our major-
ity leader, Mr. MCCARTHY, and my col-
leagues on the Congressional Caucus on
Foster Youth to shed light on the per-
petuation of poverty and dysfunction
in our current system. We all must
continue to work together and move
forward in addressing our foster care
system, and I emphasize Ms. Currier’s
statement on the importance of a lov-
ing home for every child.

HONORING JUDGE TOM EISELE

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life and legacy of one of
our Nation’s great lawyers and judges
and, for me, a mentor and a great fam-
ily friend, District Court Judge Tom
Eisele, who passed away this past Sun-
day at the age of 94.

Tom faithfully served our Nation as a
private in the Army in World War II; as
an adviser to Governor Winthrop
Rockefeller in the 1990s; and for the
past 41 years as a member of the Fed-
eral judiciary, following his appoint-
ment by President Nixon in 1970.

During his career, Judge Eisele was
named Best District Court Judge in the
Eighth Circuit by The American Law-
yer and Outstanding Federal Judge by
the Association of Trial Lawyers of
America. He was a role model and a
friend to many across the State of Ar-
kansas and our Nation.

I extend my respect, affection, and
prayers to his friends, family, and
loved ones.

LOVE LITTLE ROCK INITIATIVE

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the Little Rock Regional
Chamber of Commerce’s ‘‘Love Little
Rock” initiative.

This initiative is intended to both at-
tract new business and encourage resi-
dents to become ‘‘Love Little Rock”
ambassadors by sharing their pride
using the #lovelittlerock hashtag.

As a part of the campaign, the Little
Rock Regional Chamber created the
lovelittlerock.org website to highlight
the numerous advantages of doing busi-
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ness in Arkansas’ capital city. Led by
Jay Chesshir, president and CEO of the
Little Rock Regional Chamber, and
Mayor Mark Stodola, this initiative is
a powerful instrument for community
development and business recruitment.
Mayor Stodola proclaimed October 19
as Love Little Rock Day.

I extend my thanks to the city of
Little Rock for spearheading this cam-
paign. As a native son, I am proud to
“Love Little Rock.”

———

HAITT’S TEMPORARY PROTECTED
STATUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. CLARKE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to voice my out-
rage over the administration’s uncon-
scionable decision to terminate Haiti’s
temporary protected status designa-
tion on July 22, 2019.

This decision, which came just days
before Thanksgiving, will force over
50,000 Haitians to return to a country
that is still struggling to recover from
the devastating effects of the 2010
earthquake and reeling from a cholera
epidemic and food insecurity caused by
Hurricane Matthew that decimated
Haiti’s agricultural sector.

Although Haiti has made extraor-
dinary strides to overcome the impact
of the deadly earthquake and subse-
quent events, including the cholera epi-
demic, food insecurity crisis, and Hur-
ricanes Matthew, Irma, and Maria, it
has killed over 10,000 people and ham-
pered the recovery efforts.

The devastation of these events
should have made the decision to redes-
ignate Haiti for 18 months without set-
ting an end date an easy call, a no-
brainer. However, last week’s disas-
trous decision to terminate Haiti’s
TPS status did not occur in a vacuum.

In the past few weeks alone, this ad-
ministration has also announced its de-
cision to terminate temporary pro-
tected status for Nicaragua and Sudan.
These actions demonstrate the admin-
istration’s clear departure from the bi-
partisan consensus that has always
surrounded the TPS program which ex-
ists to protect human life. Instead, this
administration has chosen to sow fear
and division in our society to distract
from its failed policies that benefit the
wealthy at the expense of the vast ma-
jority of Americans.

Faced with this clear and credible
threat, we must come together to pass
bipartisan legislation that protects all
TPS-eligible individuals from being
forced to return home to countries ex-
periencing famine, natural disaster,
and outright civil war. That is why I
have worked with Representatives ROS-
LEHTINEN and JAYAPAL to introduce
the bipartisan ASPIRE-TPS Act, which
would provide meaningful protections
to all TPS-eligible individuals.

I urge my colleagues in this body to
cosponsor our legislation. I also urge
House leadership to bring it to the
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floor for a vote as soon as possible so
that we can grant meaningful protec-
tion to the 300,000 TPS-eligible individ-
uals at risk of being sent back to life-
threatening conditions abroad. Now is
the time to act for the sake of 300,000
TPS-eligible individuals and our stand-
ing in the world.

——————

CIA RELEASES DOCUMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, the
Trump administration recently made
the important decision to release hun-
dreds of thousands of documents in the
possession of the CIA which were found
in the May 2011 raid on Osama bin
Laden’s compound in Pakistan. These
documents reveal a much more inti-
mate relationship between Iran and al-
Qaida than previously suspected.

While it will take time to analyze the
extent of the 470,000 documents, some
important conclusions can already be
made:

The Obama administration selec-
tively released 571 of these documents
during his term, none of which identi-
fied the significant relationship be-
tween Iran and al-Qaida.

While President Obama claimed al-
Qaida was ‘‘on the path to defeat,”
these documents showcase al-Qaida
strategically reorganizing its oper-
ational base. One of these documents
describes Iran as al-Qaida’s ‘‘main ar-
tery for funds, personnel, and commu-
nications,” and instructs members to
“refrain from attacking Iran and de-
vote your total resources ... to the
fight against the crusaders and the
apostates.”

On the one hand, al-Qaida would pub-
licly declare all Shiites to be apos-
tates; on the other hand, internal de-
liberations by the organization called
for a transactional relationship with
the mullahs of Tehran.

Another finding in a 19-page docu-
ment written by senior al-Qaida opera-
tive Abu Hafs al-Mauritani outlines a
detailed arrangement between al-Qaida
and Iran. The relationship between al-
Qaida and Iran was based on their mu-
tual hatred of the United States. Iran
agreed to provide shelter, financial
support, and coordinate efforts with al-
Qaida across the region.

In this document, a senior al-Qaida
operative confirms that Iran and al-
Qaida’s ‘“‘interests intersect.” He goes
so far as to describe the Iranian regime
as ‘‘the best example of prag-
matism in politics. Anyone who wants
to strike America, Iran is ready to sup-
port them with money and arms and
all that is required as long as they are
not directly and clearly implicated.”

Iran offered al-Qaida everything it
needed, including ‘“‘money, arms,” and
“training in Hezbollah camps in Leb-
anon, in exchange for attacking U.S.
interests in Saudi Arabia and the
Gulf.”
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