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Frank Stoltz of Miles City;

Kevin Strickler of Belgrade;

Kyle Sukhbir of Livingston;

Loice Trotter of Libby;

Stanley Watson of Forsyth.

On behalf of all Montanans, I thank
the recipients of the 2017 Montana Con-
gressional Veteran Commendation for
their sacrifices and selfless service.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
JERLINE HARVEY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life of my

friend, Jerline Harvey of Forest Hill,
Texas.

Since making Forest Hill her home
in 1975, Jerline was a true champion for
the improvement of the city. Among
her many accomplishments, she was
the first Black female elected to the
Forest Hill City Council. She played a
critical role in establishing the first li-
brary in Forest Hill, serving as its first
librarian and also on the board of di-
rectors.

During her tenure serving on the
board, Jerline coordinated the pur-
chase of over five acres of land for the
library district, and dedicated the For-
est Hill Community Garden in 2011.

Jerline also made a mark in the com-
munity by operating and serving as the
community outreach coordinator for
the food bank at the Love Sanctuary
Church of God in Christ for 15 years.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honor of her life. While the community
will be sad that we are losing Jerline,
I know that she is probably happy right
now with Coach Harvey in Heaven.

I want to thank her for being the
driving voice to help get that library
created. When I see those kids on the
computers in the library reading those
books and having a good time, I think
of Jerline and her vision of Forest Hill
having their own library.

———

RECOGNIZING FSU PRESIDENT
JOHN THRASHER

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a decorated combat vet-
eran and distinguished public servant
as one of the newest inductees into the
Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame.

This week, Governor Rick Scott and
the Florida Department of Veterans’
Affairs honored John Thrasher for his
continued commitment to the State of
Florida.

John currently serves as the presi-
dent of Florida State University, where
he earned his bachelor’s and law de-
grees. John joined the United States
Army after graduating from FSU and
went on to receive two Bronze Stars
while serving in Vietnam, eventually
earning the rank of captain.
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He has been an advocate for veterans
throughout his entire life, especially
while serving as the speaker of the
house in Florida and later as senator.
Under his leadership as president, FSU
has become one of the top universities
in the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating FSU President John
Thrasher for being inducted into the
Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame and
thanking him for his continued service
to our veterans.

——————

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN
SOMALIA

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
sound the alarm about our deepening
military operations in Somalia.

This Monday, the United States con-
ducted its 30th airstrike in Somalia
since Donald Trump took office. This
number is almost greater than the
amount of airstrikes President Obama
conducted in 8 years in office. What is
worse, we now have the largest United
States presence in Somalia since 1993—
some 500 United States troops—which
has doubled in 2017 alone.

Mr. Speaker, why are we conducting
s0 many airstrikes and ramping up our
military presence in Somalia with no
congressional oversight?

Why are we sending our troops to
fight a war that the American people
know nothing about?

Congress has been left in the dark
about these operations. At a minimum,
we should have some basic knowledge
of the missions we are asking our serv-
icemembers to risk their lives for.

But we know it is not just Somalia.
These U.S. shadow wars are taking
place all across the world, as we saw SO
tragically in Niger last month.

Mr. Speaker, we need to rip up the
2001 Authorization for Use of Military
Force and hold a real debate and vote
on these new, ongoing wars. The people
deserve to know the costs and con-
sequences of these wars.

Yes, Congress has been missing in ac-
tion once again. We owe it to our serv-
icemembers to do our job.

————
WELCOMING DUCKS UNLIMITED

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome the more than 40 vol-
unteers from 26 States representing
Ducks Unlimited who are on the Hill
today.

As an avid outdoorsman and
waterfowler myself, as well as a mem-
ber of Ducks Unlimited for over 25
years, I have seen the wonderful first-
hand benefits this group provides.
Ducks Unlimited has conserved more
than 14 million acres of land in its 80-
year history, 25,000 of which are in my
home State of Kansas. I send a big
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thank-you for all those folks up north
of us who have done such a great job
raising these ducks.

Work like this is vital to ensuring
that the natural resources of our land
are protected and monitored so that
our children and grandchildren can
come someday to rural Kansas, from
Cheyenne Bottoms to the Quivira Wild-
life Refuge, and enjoy those great out-
door moments.

I thank the folks at Ducks Unlimited
for their work, and I welcome them to
Capitol Hill.

———

SIKH AWARENESS AND
APPRECIATION MONTH

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate California’s Sikh
American Awareness and Appreciation
Month and to recognize the contribu-
tions that Sikh Americans have made
not only in California, but throughout
the country.

This community originally came
from Punjab, India, like other immi-
grant groups from all over the world,
to have a better life for themselves and
for their children.

In 1910, the Sikhs had become a cor-
nerstone in California agriculture’s
Sacramento, Imperial, and San Joa-
quin Valleys. In addition to sharing the
rich culture and the contributions that
they have made to our economy, they
are farmers, businessowners, physi-
cians, and in all walks of life.

Sikh Americans stand with all Amer-
icans in their patriotism and values.
Beginning with World War I, Sikhs
have served in all of the American
wars. Sikh communities promote the
values of diversity, equality, freedom,
justice, and giving back to our coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing and celebrating
the many contributions of Sikh Ameri-
cans, which have made us a stronger
nation and play an integral role in the
health of the San Joaquin Valley and
our Nation.

———
VETERANS ESTEEM TEAM EVENT

(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the veterans in my district
and those who support them.

Earlier this month, I attended a Vet-
erans Esteem Team event in Lapeer
County. It is a dinner organized and
prepared by local junior high and high
school students from North Branch,
Almont, and Dryden to honor area vet-
erans. Those who served our Nation are
the best 1 percent this country pro-
duces.

Words will never be adequate to cap-
ture the debt of gratitude owed to the
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