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aisle; so, happy to yield. I just want to
thank them.

Mr. Speaker, everybody has examples
of Dbrownfields in their district
throughout the State. They are all
pretty good stories about returning
them to productive use.

I have one produced by the EPA from
Danville, I1linois. There are eight sites.
We can go through them.

The point is, here is a successful pro-
gram that we have authorized. Our ap-
propriators helped appropriate money
that really leverages a little bit of Fed-
eral dollars with private or local com-
munity dollars to bring these locations
back to productive use. It is a good ef-
fort.

Mr. Speaker, we have got other
things on the horizon to work together
on. I enjoyed the opportunity to do
that.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
I ask them to vote yes on the bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 3017, the Brownfields
Enhancement, Economic Redevelopment, and
Reauthorization Act.

This  legislation  will  strengthen the
Brownfields Program, an important program
created by Congress and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency in 2002 that assists
communities with the cleanup of brownfields
sites and encourages economic redevelop-
ment.

The EPA has estimated that there are
450,000 brownfield sites nationwide. Through
the lifetime of the program, nearly 64,000
acres have been revitalized. Every federal dol-
lar spent on rehabilitating brownfields
leverages over $16 on average. To date, the
Brownfields Program has leveraged nearly
$24 billion and created over 124,000 jobs
across the United States.

Houston is home to one of the country’s
best known brownfields success stories,
Minute Maid Park, home of the World Series
Champion Houston Astros. Minute Maid Park
was built on a former 38-acre brownfield site
in Downtown Houston.

Our district, which is home to dozens of
abandoned and former industrial sites in need
of environmental cleanup and redevelopment,
needs to see the expansion of the Brownfields
Program so we can have more success sto-
ries like Minute Maid Park.

| hope that appropriators will fully fund the
Brownfields Program at the authorized levels
set in this bill, including $200 million annually
for grants to assess and clean up brownfields
properties and $50 million annually for grants
to assist states and Indian tribes establish and
enhance their own cleanup programs. We
have seen funding for Brownfields drop stead-
ily in recent years, which has impacted local
communities’ ability to assess and clean up
sites in Texas and around the country.

This legislation received strong bipartisan
support in the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and passed by voice vote.

| ask all of my colleagues to join me and
vote in support of the Brownfields Enhance-
ment, Economic Redevelopment, and Reau-
thorization Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). All time for debate has ex-
pired.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Pursuant to House Resolution 631,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 228. An act to amend the Indian Em-
ployment, Training and Related Services
Demonstration Act of 1992 to facilitate the
ability of Indian tribes to integrate the em-
ployment, training, and related services
from diverse Federal sources, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 245. An act to amend the Indian Tribal
Energy Development and Self Determination
Act of 2005, and for other purposes.

S. 264. An act to amend the Native Amer-
ican Programs Act of 1974 to provide flexi-
bility and reauthorization to ensure the sur-
vival and continuing vitality of Native
American languages.

S. 302. An act to enhance tribal road safe-
ty, and for other purposes.

S. 343. An act to repeal obsolete laws relat-
ing to Indians.

S. 669. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to assess sanitation and safety
conditions at Bureau of Indian Affairs facili-
ties that were constructed to provide af-
fected Columbia River Treaty tribes access
to traditional fishing grounds and expend
funds on construction of facilities and struc-
tures to improve those conditions, and for
other purposes.

S. 7T72. An act to amend the PROJECT Act
to make Indian tribes eligible for AMBER
Alert grants.

S. 825. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the Southeast
Alaska Regional Health Consortium located
in Sitka, Alaska, and for other purposes.

S. 1285. An act to allow the Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw
Indians, the Confederated Tribes of the
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon,
the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs,
the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of In-
dians, the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns
Paiute Tribes to lease or transfer certain
lands.

The message also announced that
pursuant to provisions of Public Law
115-77, the Chair, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, appoints the following
individuals to the Frederick Douglass
Bicentennial Commission:
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Kay Cole James of Virginia.
Star Parker of California.

ENSURING A QUALIFIED CIVIL
SERVICE ACT OF 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 4182.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ken-
tucky?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 635 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4182.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.

J 1518
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4182) to
amend title 5, United States Code, to
modify probationary periods with re-
spect to positions within the competi-
tive service and the Senior Executive
Service, and for other purposes, with
Mr. SIMPSON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
COMER) and the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, highly skilled Federal
employees are essential to a govern-
ment that serves its citizens. Skilled
Federal workers ensure that functions
of government, from delivering mail to
protecting the homeland, are carried
out successfully.

Federal jobs and the skills required
to perform them vary significantly
across government. Some employees
review patents, some work in human
resources, and others work in law en-
forcement.

While the jobs, skills, and training
required may be different from job to
job, the expectation that the Federal
Government hires qualified candidates
is universal.

One tool agencies and managers have
to ensure a qualified workforce is the
probationary period—a period of time
used to evaluate whether a new hire
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