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York State, from the Hudson Valley
and the Catskill Mountains, over in the
Southern Tier as well. Many of those
areas make up what is today’s 19th
Congressional District, which I cur-
rently represent.

I also had the honor of working
alongside Mr. Hinchey for 6 years in
the New York State Assembly. There,
he developed and honed his legislative
skills as chairman of the assembly’s
Environmental Conservation Com-
mittee.

We proudly note the service of Mau-
rice Hinchey to the Nation, and I am
glad to be joined here by colleagues
from the New York delegation and the
dean of the delegation, Ms. SLAUGHTER,
to extend our heartfelt condolences to
Maurice Hinchey’s widow, and to the
entire Hinchey family.

——————

HONORING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life of Maurice
Hinchey. He was an extraordinary
friend who had the courage to take on
all of the tough issues.

We served 4 years together in the
New York State Assembly and 20 years
together in Congress. I watched him do
what he did best: defend the constitu-
ents and the land that he represented.

He is remembered as an environ-
mental hero for his promotion of re-
newable energy and for sounding the
alarm on the risks of hydraulic frac-
turing. Maurice did more to support
the natural resources of the Catskill
Mountains and Hudson Valley than
anyone else.

From his efforts to clean up the Hud-
son River to the establishment of the
Hudson River Valley National Heritage
Area, his legacy will endure.

To the millions of visitors who enjoy
the Catskill Mountains or explore the
Hudson Valley, you have a champion to
thank. His name was Maurice Hinchey.

——

THE GRAND CANYON FFA TEAMS
RECEIVES A GOLD MEDAL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Grand Canyon FFA for bring-
ing home the gold at a recent national
competition.

The Wellsboro High School team of
10th graders recently traveled to the
National FFA Convention in Indianap-
olis. The team competed in the Con-
duct of Meeting event that is focused
on parliamentary procedure.

As part of the competition, the team
performs a meeting demonstration that
includes an opening ceremony and a
surprise issue to debate. They make
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motions and resolve the issue within 13
minutes. Each team member has to an-
swer oral questions and take a knowl-
edge exam.

Mr. Speaker, I am incredibly proud of
the Grand Canyon FFA team for ad-
vancing to the Gold Level Round and
placing sixth overall in the Nation.

It is clear that the FFA is making a
positive difference in the lives of stu-
dents by developing their leadership
skills, personal growth, and career suc-
cess through agricultural education.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the
members of the Grand Canyon FFA
team on a job well done: Kylie Butler,
Nina Coolidge, Rayann Pierce, Austin
Richards, McKenzie Sweigart, Katarina
Swendrowski, and Taylor Wetherbee.

———
WE NEED TAX REFORM

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about tax reform. Tax re-
form should be all about helping those
who are in need: Working families, vet-
erans, seniors, small-business owners,
just to name a few.

Unfortunately, the plan that the con-
gressional Republicans are currently
ramming through the Senate with the
vote that could happen just in a few
short hours does exactly the opposite.

Their plan would overwhelmingly
benefit the superrich and the well-con-
nected at the expense of the middle
class, small businesses, not to mention
veterans and seniors struggling to
make ends meet.

The middle class and small busi-
nesses, we can do better by them. In-
stead of giving us a budget-busting
half-trillion-dollar tax cut to the
wealthiest Americans, let’s provide
greater tax relief to working families.
Let’s keep our promise to the veterans.
Let’s strengthen Medicare, Social Se-
curity, and Medicaid. Let’s help the as-
piring entrepreneurs pursue their pas-
sion. Let’s ensure better wages, better
jobs, better opportunities, and a better
future for all Americans.

———
HONORING OFFICER JAIMIE COX

(Mr. KINZINGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Officer Jaimie
Cox, a fallen hero from my district who
was killed in the line of duty during a
traffic stop on November 5, 2017.

Jaimie Cox, a Rockford native,
served our community and our country
proudly. After graduating high school,
he served in the United States Army
National Guard. He was deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2008 and was honorably
discharged in 2010. He went on to at-
tend Northern Illinois University and
graduated in 2014.

For his military service, Cox received
the Combat Infantryman Badge, Army
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Achievement Medal, and the Army
Commendation Medal. He also won the
Illinois National Guard Abraham Lin-
coln Medal of Freedom Ribbon.

Following college, Cox joined the law
enforcement division at the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resources before
coming home to serve as an officer in
the Rockford Police Department.

Mr. Speaker, Jaimie Cox spent his
life dedicated to serving and protecting
others. On a daily basis, he risked his
life to help others and he gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice protecting our commu-
nity.

On behalf of the 16th Congressional
District of Illinois, we honor his serv-
ice, mourn his sacrifice, and pay trib-
ute to our fallen hero, Jaimie Cox.

———

THE IMPORTANCE OF NET
NEUTRALITY

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to talk about the importance of pre-
serving net neutrality.

As many of my colleagues are aware,
cybersecurity is a top priority of mine,
as I believe it is the national and econ-
omy security challenge of the 21st cen-
tury.

As co-chair of the Congressional Cy-
bersecurity Caucus, I have fought for
years to help reduce security risks
while preserving the amazing benefits
of an open interoperable internet.

But the internet was not designed
with security in mind, so I haven’t
been surprised by the work needed to
better protect our networks and data.

But the internet was designed to be
free and open. That is why, Mr. Speak-
er, I have been stunned by the Federal
Communication Commission’s recent
proposal to end net neutrality and
allow a small group of large companies
to control what we see online. This is
absolutely outrageous.

I have heard from countless constitu-
ents back home in Rhode Island about
this misguided effort, and I join them
in calling for the FCC to reject it.

Mr. Speaker, we do need to better
protect ourselves on the internet, but
we better make sure there is still a free
and open internet to protect.

———

LAW ENFORCEMENT MENTAL
HEALTH AND WELLNESS

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, every
day, our law enforcement officers and
first responders place their lives at risk
to protect our neighborhoods and our
families. They deserve our respect, our
admiration, and support.

That support can come in many dif-
ferent forms, but an important compo-
nent to supporting our law enforce-
ment officers is to provide them the re-
sources they need for mental wellness.
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Law enforcement officers have stress-
ful jobs. They are exposed to higher
levels of violence and death than the
average American.

One in five officers has PTSD. One in
four officers have thought about sui-
cide at one point during their career,
and the suicide rate for police officers
is four times higher than the rate for
firefighters.

We can do more, Mr. Speaker. That is
why I am glad the House passed the
Law Enforcement Mental Health and
Wellness Act earlier this week.

This legislation will provide law en-
forcement’s agencies with the re-
sources they need to address mental
health issues faced by officers. It will
make grants available to departments
across the country and it will study the
effectiveness of regular mental health
checks and crisis hotlines.

I have had numerous conversations
with law enforcement leaders and po-
lice officers in my district, and this is
a priority for them. It is supported by
the Fraternal Order of Police, the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Asso-
ciation, and the National Association
of Police Officers.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the
House is working to improve the men-
tal health of those who are charged
with protecting us. I thank the men
and women who put on the blue uni-
form each day to keep us safe.

RECOGNIZING PREMATURITY
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Prematurity Awareness Month.

Today, we think of infant mortality
as a problem of the past, but according
to the World Health Organization, com-
plications of pre-term birth now out-
rank all other causes as the world’s
number one killer of children under the
age of 5.

Prematurity is a serious global prob-
lem affecting families from every na-
tion and every facet of society, even
here in the most developed nation in
the world.

In the 2017 March of Dimes’ Pre-
mature Birth Report Card, the United
States was awarded a C grade due to
the persistence of high pre-term birth
rates.

However, up to 75 percent of all
deaths due to pre-term birth can be
prevented through relatively low-cost
interventions. We have the resources to
address this problem, but we must also
have the will.

Let’s recognize November as Pre-
maturity Awareness Month by sup-
porting efforts at home and abroad to
reduce the impact of pre-term births,
honor those working on this issue
around the globe, and promote policies
that will prevent pre-term births and
improve outcomes for affected infants.
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My resolution, H.R. 625,
would do just that.

I Dbelieve,
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REMEMBERING GARY LEWIS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. Gary Lewis who passed away on
November 20 at 65 years of age.

Mr. Lewis was well known in Jesup,
Georgia, for serving his community
with his dentistry practice. For years
in Jesup, he served all corners of his
town with quality dental care, and,
after his retirement, Dr. Hugh Arm-
strong continued his legacy of den-
tistry.

Mr. Lewis’ dedication to his commu-
nity is exemplified by his work with
Help a Child Smile Mobile Dental Pro-
gram. In this program, Mr. Lewis
would go into schools and use his ex-
pertise as a dentist, free of charge, to
serve students whose parents may not
have the funds, the time, or the ability
to regularly take their child to a den-
tist.

Outside of dentistry, Mr. Lewis en-
joyed hunting and fishing and was an
active member of the Jesup Primitive
Baptist Church.

I know the entire Jesup community
will miss Mr. Lewis’ bright spirit and
helping hand.

————

REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember a great champion of
the people who passed away last week
at the age of 79. Maurice Hinchey was,
indeed, a great champion of the people,
a great patriot, and a great leader.

I served with him in the State As-
sembly in New York for 16 years and
here in the Congress for 20 years. He
was perhaps one of the foremost envi-
ronmentalists of his generation. He led
the successful fight to get General
Electric to clean up the PCBs in the
Hudson River, to clean up that river
and make it not quite drinkable yet,
but make it environmentally safe.

He led every environmental battle.
He is one of those people who made it
easier to serve in Congress because you
could always check and say, “Did I do
the right thing on an environmental
vote,”” by looking to see how Maurice
voted.

Maurice was a liberal in a conserv-
ative area, and everyone loved him be-
cause they knew what a wonderful man
he was, and they knew how much he
cared about his constituents and about
the country. It didn’t matter whether
he was liberal or conservative. Every-
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body loved him. We all did, we all do,
we regret his passing, and may he rest
in peace.

————

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, Novem-
ber is National Adoption Month, which
is an opportunity to remember the
more than 400,000 children across the
country who are waiting for a family
to provide them with a loving home,
one they can call their own. The back-
bone of American society is the family
unit. The children in foster care sys-
tems around the country deserve to
know the love and warmth of a sup-
portive family, and more and more
across the country are promoting
awareness of adoption and the children
waiting to be shown support by adop-
tive families.

The best way to help children grow
up to be good citizens, hold jobs, invent
new technologies, discover cures for
diseases, and become role models for
other children is to provide them lead-
ership, love, and support as they grow
up.

Mr. Speaker, adoption brings so
much joy to so many children as well
as their new families. During National
Adoption Month, let’s continue to de-
vote resources to ensure we can con-
tinue spreading this joy.

———

REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
a giant of the Hudson Valley, former
Congressman Maurice Hinchey.

Mr. Hinchey passed away last week,
but 21 years ago, I had the opportunity
to be a young volunteer on his cam-
paign for Congress. A few days ago, I
attended his wake with hundreds of my
neighbors in the Hudson Valley.

When you met Maurice Hinchey, you
met, first and foremost, a real, live,
flesh-and-blood human being who was
strong, principled, and passionate.
That person became a real hero to
many of us in the Hudson Valley.

We celebrate his life of service in the
Navy, in the New York Assembly, and,
of course, here in the Congress.

I am blessed to represent a district
that includes many of the same com-
munities that Maurice Hinchey rep-
resented. When I took office, I heard
the same thing again and again: if you
want to succeed, just do what Maurice
Hinchey did. That advice is easier said
than done, but I have tried.

He was one of a kind: a leader, a
fighter, a gentleman, and a statesman.
He was a tireless advocate for the Hud-
son River and for the larger environ-
ment.
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