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REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise
to mourn the loss of our great col-
league, Maurice Hinchey.

I knew Maurice for more than 30
years. We served together for many
years in the New York State Assembly,
and then he came to Congress.

In the assembly in Albany and all of
New York State, he was known as one
of the champions of the environment.
He chaired that committee in Albany.
When he came to Washington, he also,
as my colleagues have said, cham-
pioned green things and making sure
the environment was safe for all of us
for generations to come.

The thing that I really remember
about Maurice Hinchey is what a nice
person he was. He was soft-spoken but
sharp, intelligent, and honest. He was
the kind of person who was in public
service for all the right reasons and
really was a model Member of Congress
for so many of us. Whether you agreed
with him or disagreed with him, he lis-
tened to you. He was a tenacious fight-
er and a really smart individual who
really, really knew his subject.

The thing I remember about Maurice
is what a nice guy he was, how soft-
spoken he was, and how caring he was.
He didn’t enter public life to get the
accolades. He entered it because he
really believed government should
make a difference and could make a
difference.

Let me say, Maurice, you did make a
difference: You made a difference to
many in America; you made a dif-
ference to those of us in New York
State; you made a difference to your
friends who served in the New York
State Assembly in Albany; and you
made a difference in the United States
Congress here in Washington.

Rest in peace, Maurice. We will miss
you, but we will never forget you.

———————

REMEMBERING FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I join
my colleagues in honoring the mem-
ory, legacy, and public office of Mau-
rice Hinchey.

Mo and I were elected in the same
election in 1974 and met during fresh-
man orientation that December on a
cold Albany day. From then on, we
were friends.

I came from the South Bronx, so I
knew about the issues of the environ-
ment, but I didn’t know the intricacies
of how they should be approached legis-
latively. He taught me all about it, as
he did our whole freshman class. From
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day one, he was that person who spoke
about saving this Earth, saving this
country, and saving this land that has
been loaned to us.

In addition, Maurice was, as has been
said here, one of the nicest guys you
could ever imagine. He was a unique
elected official. He was a liberal in a
conservative district who was loved by
his constituents.

Early in my assembly career, the
first year, I visited his district and saw
how he cared for the people and how
they cared for him. He took me all
around. It was wonderful how he loved
his community.

He taught us that there were places
outside of New York. I will always re-
member Maurice used to say to me: I
have got to go to New York City once
a month.

I said: Why?

He said: Just to charge my batteries,
get the big city lights, and then I come
back.

He was a special human being. He
could play softball and swing a bat like
no one else.

I will miss you, my brother. I will
miss you. You are special. The people
will miss you forever.

————

IN MEMORY OF FORMER
CONGRESSMAN MAURICE HINCHEY

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, last week we lost
one of the finest people ever to serve
the people of New York State and the
country when Congressman Maurice
Hinchey passed away.

I would like to express my deepest
condolences to his wife, Ilene; his sons,

Reese and Josef;, his daughter,
Michelle; and the entire Hinchey fam-
ily.

Maurice leaves behind a legacy of
service that is second to none. During
his 18 years in the New York State As-
sembly, he became what former Gov-
ernor Mario Cuomo called ‘‘the envi-
ronmental conscience of New York
State” for his groundbreaking inves-
tigations into polluters and landmark
environmental laws.

When he came to Congress in 1993, he
continued that work, creating the Hud-
son River Valley National Heritage
Area, preserving wild public lands, and
doing everything possible to clean and
protect his beloved Hudson River.

Maurice and I came to Congress in
the same class and we became fast
friends. I already miss him dearly, but
I know that his work and his legacy
will be remembered for generations to
come. To know him was to love him.

Rest in peace, my dear friend.

———

GOP TAX SCAM
(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans will lie awake in
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bed this evening worried about their
ability to take care of their families
because they simply don’t make
enough money and are struggling with
the daily needs of life.

What is the Republican Party work-
ing to do to make it even worse?

Passing a tax cut for the richest peo-
ple in this country, the most powerful
corporations, that will result in raising
taxes on 82 million families, providing
$1.5 trillion debt for the next genera-
tion, making deep cuts to Medicare,
Medicaid, Pell grants, and infrastruc-
ture—all things that are necessary to
grow and strengthen the middle class
of this country—which will be a huge
boon to the richest people in America.

The Senate version will also remove
13 million people from having access to
affordable healthcare. The Republicans
in the Senate are doing this right now.

The American people need to be cer-
tain that their voices are being heard
to stop this proposal. It is a scam that
will impose tremendous costs on work-
ing people in this country. It will pro-
vide tremendous benefits to the very
powerful and very wealthy. It
incentivizes American companies to
ship American jobs overseas by making
those incentives more generous.

The American people deserve a better
deal. They deserve better wages, better
jobs, and a better future. They deserve
a much better deal than this raw deal
these Republicans are giving in this
tax scam.

————

GOP TAX SCAM

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take a moment to provide every
American with a plot summary of the
GOP tax scam.

Step one: cut taxes for powerful bil-
lionaires and millionaires.

Step two: grow a giant, $2.5 trillion
debt.

Part of that is to also grow the def-
icit so we can get to step three: use
that to justify cuts to Medicare and
Social Security for our seniors.

Our ability to protect our environ-
ment for the future, education, infra-
structure, research and development,
homeland security, and our military
all will see cuts if this goes through.

If you are worried about income in-
equality, this puts that disparity on
steroids by charging the credit card
and getting rid of popular deductions
to boot, and it will ship jobs overseas
by lowering the abroad tax rate.

But don’t take my word for it. While
Main Street continues to suffer, Wall
Street is throwing a party with record
stock increases today.

It is time to take a stand against the
GOP tax scam.

————

PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS: GOP TAX
SCAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

GARRETT). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
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