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enjoyed equally by all Americans, regardless
of economic status.
MOTION TO COMMIT WITH INSTRUCTIONS

Ms. Harris moves to commit the bill H.R.
1 to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate with instructions
to report the same back to the Senate in 3
days, not counting any day on which the
Senate is not in session, with changes that—

(1) are within the jurisdiction of such com-
mittee; and

(2) provide full funding for removal and re-
mediation at sites on the National Priorities
List developed by the President in accord-
ance with section 105(a)(8)(B) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9605(a)(8)(B)).

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH INSTRUCTIONS

Ms. Harris moves to commit the bill H.R.
1 to the Committee on Finance with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the Senate
in 3 days, not counting any day on which the
Senate is not in session, with changes that
provide for worker training programs, such
as training programs that target workers
that need advanced skills to progress in their
current profession or apprenticeship or cer-
tificate programs that provide retraining for
a new industry.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
WORLD AIDS DAY

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, on De-
cember 1, we mark World AIDS Day,
reflect on the more than 35 million peo-
ple who have died of HIV or AIDS, and
recommit to leading the way to an
AIDS-free generation.

For more than a decade, the United
States has been a leader in the global
fight against HIV/AIDS, and this in-
vestment has shown real returns. The
progress in treatment of both adults
and children living with HIV/AIDS has
been dramatic. According to the World
Health Organization, in 2005, only 14
percent of women received services for
the prevention of mother-to-child
transmission. By 2016, that number had
grown to 76 percent. Since 2001, the
number of children born HIV-positive
has decreased by more than half.

We should mnot interpret these
metrics of progress to mean that our
work is done or that we can afford to
pull back from our commitment to
eradicate this epidemic. Children, in
particular, remain especially vulner-
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able to HIV/AIDS. The Elizabeth Glazer
Pediatric AIDS Foundation notes that
there are still 2.1 million children liv-
ing with HIV, and these children are
receiving treatment at rates far below
that of adults. The failure to support
effective and acceptable HIV services
for adolescents has resulted in a 50 per-
cent increase in reported AIDS-related
deaths in this group compared with the
30 percent decline seen in the general
population from 2005 to 2012, according
to the World Health Organization. We
must do better.

The challenge of protecting children
from HIV/AIDS is not just about access
to treatment. We must also continue to
work to prevent mother-to-child trans-
mission, which is the leading cause of
HIV infection in children, by improving
services to pregnant mothers. We do
this by strengthening healthcare sys-
tems in the most affected countries
and by continuing to support the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, or PEPFAR, and local nongovern-
mental organizations in the fight
against HIV/AIDS.

The bipartisan commitment to ad-
dressing the complex challenges of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic remains strong.
However, this year, the Trump admin-
istration proposed cutting roughly 30
percent of the international affairs
budget. This is risky, short-sighted,
wrong, and will dramatically impact
our leadership on global health issues.

The international affairs budget sup-
ports programs that have been both in-
strumental in preventing and treating
pediatric AIDS and in encouraging
other donor countries and organiza-
tions to match our participation. Dras-
tic cuts will impact not only our rep-
utation and our partnerships in the
international community, but will
have long-term consequences we can-
not clearly predict today.

The international effort to combat
pediatric AIDS exemplifies the ways in
which countries, local NGOs, and the
private sector can come together to
protect the most vulnerable among us.
Last month, I was proud to work with
Senator RUBIO to introduce S. Res. 310,
a resolution to recognize the impor-
tance of a continued commitment to
ending pediatric AIDS worldwide. I
want to acknowledge the leadership of
Congresswomen ROS-LEHTINEN and LEE
on a companion resolution in the
House of Representatives and thank
my colleagues who have joined as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 310 thus far: Sen-
ators BLUMENTHAL, BOOKER, BOOZMAN,
COONS, DURBIN, FEINSTEIN, FRANKEN,
HATCH, ISAKSON, KING, KLOBUCHAR,
MARKEY, NELSON, RUBIO, and VAN HOL-
LEN.

This bipartisan effort represents one
of many steps to reinforce U.S. leader-
ship in combating HIV and AIDS and in
protecting children around the world.
On World AIDS Day, I call on my col-
leagues to redouble our support of U.S.
Government programs that fight HIV/
AIDS and build healthcare capacity to-
wards an AIDS-free generation.

S7557

TRIBUTE TO LUCY KELLY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation
Committee law clerk Lucy Kelly. Lucy
hails from Seattle, WA, and is a sec-
ond-year law student at American Uni-
versity.

While clerking for the Commerce
Committee, Lucy assisted the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection,
Product Safety, Insurance, and Data
Security. She is a dedicated worker
who was committed to getting the
most out of her clerkship. I extend my
sincere thanks and appreciation to
Lucy for all of the fine work she did for
the committee and wish her continued
success in the years to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING G. THOMAS EISELE

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to pay tribute to former U.S.
District Judge G. Thomas Eisele who
passed away on Sunday, November 26,
at the age of 94.

Judge Eisele was a native of Hot
Springs, AR. He served as a private in
the U.S. Army during World War II and
then went on to attend Harvard Law
School. Eisele then came back to Ar-
kansas to practice law in Hot Springs
and Little Rock.

When Winthrop Rockefeller ran for
Governor in 1966, Eisele became a legal
adviser to his campaign and then to
Governor Rockefeller during his ad-
ministration. Rockefeller rec-
ommended to President Richard Nixon
that Eisele be appointed to the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District
of Arkansas. Eisele was appointed to
the position in 1970 and served on the
bench for 41 years, including as chief
judge from 1975 to 1991.

Judge EHisele was widely respected by
his legal peers and was known by law-
yers who argued cases before him for
his thoughtful approach in the court-
room. An intelligent, passionate, hu-
morous, and reverent man, Judge
Eisele left a significant judicial legacy
when he retired from the court in 2011.

His colleagues, former law clerks,
and others he impacted all fondly re-
flect on and remember his profes-
sionalism, integrity, wisdom, and de-
meanor. To understand how highly re-
garded he was, we need look no further
than the establishment of the G.
Thomas Eisele Endowment for the
Study of the History of the United
States Federal Courts in Arkansas at
the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock.

I am grateful for the influence that
Judge Eisele had on our State, coun-
try, and judicial system during his ex-
traordinary career. I also want to ac-
knowledge and thank him for his serv-
ice in the military as part of America’s
Greatest Generation. He will certainly
be missed, but I hope his loved ones
take comfort in his incredible legacy
and life well-lived.e®
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