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TRIBUTE TO TED KOENIG 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Ted Koenig of Kalispell for 
lending a hand with the humanitarian 
relief efforts in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
A few months ago, after the devasta-
tion of hurricanes Irma and Maria, Ted 
left his home in northwestern Montana 
and traveled to the Caribbean to take 
part in the recovery. 

When Ted arrived on the island of St. 
Thomas in late September, he arrived 
to immense destruction. His initial 
mission on the island was to serve as a 
planner, helping to assess needs and co-
ordinate resources for the recovery, a 
job Ted is familiar with as he serves in 
a similar position as the northwestern 
Montana disaster program manager for 
the Red Cross. However, Ted spent the 
first few days hand-delivering essential 
supplies to areas outside the reach of 
emergency distribution centers. After 
helping deliver the basic necessities, 
Ted spent the final 2 weeks consoli-
dating damage assessments to inform 
decisionmakers about the require-
ments for longer term recovery. 

Helping others in need is common in 
Big Sky Country, and Ted’s journey to 
St. Thomas is another example of this 
ethic in action. This ethic runs deep 
from Kalispell to Broadus, from the 
Flathead River to the Powder River, 
and is revealed in Montana having one 
of the highest per capita Peace Corps 
volunteer rates in the Nation. It comes 
as no surprise that Ted served 3 years 
in the Peace Corps and was stationed 
in Madagascar. Thank you, Ted, for 
using your steady determination to 
help others overcome difficult cir-
cumstances.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING WESLEY F. 
BUCHELE 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I want to honor the life and work of a 
man whose inventions—most notably, 
the large round hay baler—literally 
changed the landscape of America. 
Wesley Fisher Buchele, a native Kan-
san and professor emeritus of agricul-
tural engineering at Iowa State Uni-
versity, died September 13, 2017, at a 
hospice in Ames, IA. He was age 97. 

Wes and his twin brother Luther were 
born in a Kansas farmhouse near Cedar 
Vale, KS, on March 18, 1920, to Charles 
and Bessie (Fisher) Buchele. Wesley 
and Luther were the youngest of seven 
Buchele brothers. 

Growing up on a Kansas farm in the 
1920s and 1930s was hard work. Eco-
nomic depression in rural America 
started early in the 1920s and worsened 
when the Great Depression hit the en-
tire country in 1929. When Wes was 11, 
his father, Charles Buchele, died, leav-
ing Wes’s mother and the Buchele 
brothers to run the family farm. Wes 
and Luther and several other brothers 
were still in school. 

The Bucheles ran a raw milk farm. 
Among other jobs, Wes delivered fresh 

milk early in the morning on his way 
to school, which sometimes made him 
late to school. When the principal 
found out why Wes was late, he essen-
tially gave Wes permission to be late if 
needed, saying that Wes had made 
more money for his family that morn-
ing than the principal would make all 
week. 

All the brothers worked to fill their 
father’s shoes, driven by the fear of los-
ing the family farm because of a $5,000 
mortgage, roughly $60,000 in today’s 
money. They succeeded. At the close of 
the Depression, the Buchele farm was 
the only one in their valley stil1 in the 
same family’s hands as at the begin-
ning of the Depression. 

At age 15, Wes was running a four- 
man threshing crew, when ‘‘it was 
105°F in the shade—and there was no 
shade!’’ The Buchele brothers bought a 
used tractor and ran it 24 hours a day, 
doing contract field work. One night, 
Wes pulled a night shift on that trac-
tor, and while plowing, he woke up as 
the tractor powered through a fence. 

The experiences of the sweaty, dirty, 
grueling work of threshing grain and 
baling hay led him to a lifelong inter-
est in making the lives of farmers easi-
er and safer. 

After graduating from Cedar Vale 
High School, Wes enrolled at Kansas 
State College where he earned bachelor 
of Science degree in agricultural engi-
neering. While at Kansas State, Wes 
met Mary Jagger. They were married 
at Mary’s hometown of Minneapolis, 
KS, on June 12, 1945. 

At K-State, Wes enlisted in the Re-
serve Officers Training Corps, ROTC. 
As second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 
Wes was on a troop ship sailing toward 
Japan for the anticipated invasion 
when Japan announced its surrender 
after atomic bombs were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Wes was part 
of the demilitarizing force on the is-
land of Hokkaido and the northern part 
of the island of Honshu, Japan. After 
World War II, Wes served in the Army 
Reserve for 20 years, retiring as a 
major. 

After leaving Active Army Duty, Wes 
worked as an engineer for several years 
for John Deere in Waterloo, IA. He 
then left John Deere to do graduate 
work at the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, where he earned his mas-
ter’s degree agricultural and mechan-
ical engineering. He and Mary then 
moved to Ames, IA, where he earned 
his Ph.D. in agricultural engineering 
and soil physics at Iowa State Univer-
sity. 

After earning his Ph.D., Wes taught 
at Michigan State University in East 
Lansing, MI, before returning to Iowa 
State University in 1963 to join its fac-
ulty. 

As noted by his son, Steven Buchele, 
after the move back to Ames, ‘‘Dad 
never worked another day of his life. 
For Dad, it was all fun and interesting 
and ISU encouraged his imagination 
and he loved teaching and inventing 
things. It wasn’t work, and he earned 
the name ‘Wild Wes.’ ’’ 

He also earned the name ‘‘Blood and 
Guts Buchele’’ for how he championed 
the cause of farm machinery safety. In 
class, he showed hundreds of slides of 
people who had lost arms or legs, hands 
or feet to a PTO shaft or a grain auger 
or what a farmer looked like after 
being sprayed with anhydrous ammo-
nia. One student said that he never 
looked at farming the same way after 
seeing Wes’s slides. 

At Iowa State, Wes’s creativity blos-
somed. He published hundreds of tech-
nical articles, aided greatly by the able 
editing of his wife, Mary. He was 
awarded 23 patents, the two most nota-
ble being the large round baler and the 
axial-flow threshing cylinder for com-
bines. Almost all combines sold today 
are rotary combines that employ a var-
iation of the axial-flow threshing cyl-
inder. 

Wes also designed blade guards for 
rotary lawn mowers, a tandem trac-
tor—a precursor to the four-wheel 
drive tractor—and devices for har-
vesting crops like strawberries, alfalfa, 
and marigolds. He developed a ridge- 
till farming system that, in addition to 
saving farmers time and fuel, also 
helped the environment by conserving 
topsoil and soil moisture. It was a pre-
cursor to today’s ‘‘No-till farming.’’ 

Wes loved teaching and mentoring 
the hundreds of graduate students who 
came from all over the world specifi-
cally to study with him. Upon gradua-
tion, they then went into industry or 
back to their home countries, helping 
further improve agricultural practices 
throughout the world. 

Wes published three books: ‘‘The 
Grain Harvesters’’ with Graeme Quick, 
in 1978; ‘‘Just Call Us Luck’’ with twin 
brother, Luther, about their childhood 
in Kansas, in 2008; and ‘‘Who Really In-
vented the Cotton Gin’’ with William 
D. Mayfield in 2016. He also wrote 
many other unpublished books, includ-
ing a volume two to the Grain Har-
vesters, and hundreds of short stories. 

Leading up to and after retirement in 
1989, Mary and Wes traveled the world, 
teaching in China before and after 
Tiananmen Square, in Ghana, Aus-
tralia, Tanzania, Nigeria, and the Phil-
ippines. 

After the death of his wife, Mary, in 
2000, Wes wou1d visit, his four children 
and their spouses—Rod and his wife, 
Mary Lou, Marybeth, Sheron and her 
husband, Curtis, and Steven and his 
wife, Suzanne, his eight grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren, staying 
for 6 weeks to 2 months, depending on 
‘‘the list.’’ ‘‘When Dad arrived, he 
would ask for ‘the list,’ a list of things 
that needed fixing around the house, 
promising to stay only as long as there 
were things to do on that list. Then he 
would move on to the next child’s fam-
ily—and a new list,’’ said Steve 
Buchele. 

On Labor Day 2017, Wes decided to 
mow the backyard of the home in Ames 
he shared with his daughter, Marybeth. 
As he used a rope to lower the lawn 
mower down a slope to finish mowing, 
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he had a major stroke. Nine days later, 
he died, after hundreds of friends and 
family came to hospice to say good- 
bye. 

Wes Buchele lived a long, full, pro-
ductive life with energy and verve. He 
had, indeed, fulfilled his calling to help 
make the lives of farmers easier and 
safer, and our country and our world 
are better for that.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ROGER ROTH 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the life and legacy of 
Roger Roth, who passed away on No-
vember 21, 2017, at the age of 70. Roger 
grew up on a farm near Chelsea, SD, 
and graduated from Cresbard High 
School in 1965. 

In 1969, Roger began 39 years of pub-
lic service as a postal carrier and then 
the postmaster at Warner, SD. His 
dedication to the people he served was 
recognized in 2001 when the National 
Association of Postmasters of the 
United States named him the Post-
master of the Year. 

We are also grateful for Roger’s 38 
years of service in the U.S. Army Re-
serve in both Aberdeen, SD, and Alex-
andria, VA. 

For many years, Roger was also a 
coach and umpire for many youth 
sports teams from midget league to 
college. He coached and helped coach 
the Warner American Legion baseball 
team for more than 25 years and was a 
South Dakota American Legion ath-
letic commissioner for 5 years. He was 
a positive force in the lives of thou-
sands of young people and was admired 
by all who met him. 

He also played baseball and softball 
for many years and was inducted into 
the Aberdeen Area Softball Hall of 
Fame and the South Dakota Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 

He was the official scorekeeper for 
Warner High School boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams and for the Northern 
State University men’s and women’s 
basketball teams. He even drove the 
bus for the Presentation College base-
ball and volleyball teams. 

Roger was a member of the Warner 
Volunteer Fire Department, the War-
ner Sanitary Sewer District Board, the 
Warner-Stratford Lions Club, the 
Moose Lodge, the League Postmasters, 
and the Local National Active and Re-
tired Federal Employees organization. 

In the small town of Warner, when-
ever help was needed, he was there to 
help meet that need. 

Above all else, Roger was a loving, 
caring husband to his wife, Judy, and 
to his children, Jim and Becky. He is 
gone now, but memories of him will 
live forever in the hearts of thousands 
of South Dakotans.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ANNA DIGGS 
TAYLOR 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I wish to remember and pay trib-
ute to Judge Anna Diggs Taylor, who 

turned her lifelong passion for justice 
into a highly successful legal career, 
breaking down barriers for women and 
people of color and inspiring me and so 
many others in our State. 

When Anna Katherine Johnston was 
born in 1932 in Washington, DC, women 
had very few options. African-Amer-
ican women had even fewer. However, 
Anna’s parents, Hazel Bramlette John-
ston—a business teacher—and 
Virginius Douglass Johnston—a How-
ard University trustee—deeply believed 
in the power of education and in their 
smart, hard-working daughter. When 
she was in 10th grade, they pulled her 
from the segregated DC school system 
and enrolled her in the prestigious 
Northfield School for Girls in Massa-
chusetts, from which she graduated in 
1950. 

Her own early experiences with seg-
regation and witnessing how the law 
could be used as a tool to further 
equality led her to the legal profession. 
It wasn’t a common career path for 
women in those days. In fact, when she 
graduated from Yale Law School in 
1957, there were only four other women 
in her class. About 5,500 women were 
practicing lawyers in the United States 
in 1960. 

Anna got her chance to join those 
ranks when J. Ernest Wilkins, the first 
African-American man appointed as an 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, hired her 
as a staff lawyer in the Office of the 
Solicitor. In 1960, Anna married Con-
gressman Charles Diggs, Jr., and 
moved to Detroit, where she had two 
children and a career, including as an 
assistant Wayne County prosecutor. 

In 1964, her passion for justice led her 
to Mississippi, where she represented 
civil rights workers who were jailed for 
helping register African-American vot-
ers. She arrived the same day civil 
rights activists James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner dis-
appeared, and she became a target of 
hatred herself when an angry mob 
yelled racial slurs at her and three 
other activists as they were leaving the 
Neshoba County courthouse after try-
ing to question the sheriff. 

Over the years, Anna worked both in 
private practice and in public service, 
as an assistant U.S. attorney and man-
aging her husband’s congressional of-
fice. When she and her husband later 
divorced, she helped to elect Coleman 
Young as Detroit’s first Black mayor 
and worked to integrate city govern-
ment during his administration. 

In 1976, Anna married S. Martin Tay-
lor and worked on Jimmy Carter’s 
Presidential campaign. Three years 
later, President Garter appointed her 
to the U.S. District Court for the East-
ern District of Michigan. She was the 
first Black woman Federal judge to 
serve in our State and the first Black 
Woman chief judge for that circuit. She 
retired in 2011. 

She once said that ‘‘black judges 
have an important role, especially in 
staying close to their communities,’’ 
and Judge Taylor did just that. She 

was deeply involved in community or-
ganizations including the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan. 
She was an adjunct labor law professor 
at Wayne State University, vice presi-
dent of the Yale Law School Associa-
tion, and served on the joint steering 
committee of the gender and racial 
ethnic fairness task forces for the 
Sixth Circuit, positions that allowed 
her to help open the same doors that 
others had opened for her. 

In a biography, Judge Taylor once 
wrote that her legal career was ‘‘a 
thousand times more exciting, more in-
tellectually challenging, and more en-
riching’’ than she had ever imagined 
while at Yale Law. That didn’t mean it 
was easy; breaking barriers never is. 
Yet she did it. Judge Taylor’s life and 
career will long serve as an example of 
just how far you can go with hard 
work, persistence, and a passionate 
dedication to your ideals. 

I think that young girl in a seg-
regated DC classroom would be really 
proud. I know that many people in 
Michigan certainly are. 

Thank you.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2810. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3506. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pistachios Grown in California, Arizona, 
and New Mexico; Decreased Assessment 
Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC–17–0048) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 27, 2017; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3507. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Softwood Lumber Research Promotion, 
Consumer Education and Industry Informa-
tion Order; De Minimis Quantity Exemption 
Threshold’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC–16–0066) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 27, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 
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