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House of Representatives

The House met at 6 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 4, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of wisdom, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Prior to the Great Compromise, Ben-
jamin Franklin addressed the Constitu-
tional Convention: ‘“We indeed seem to
feel our own want of political wisdom,
since we have been running about in
search of it. . . . In this situation of
this assembly, groping as it were in the
dark to find political truth, and scarce
able to distinguish it when presented
to us . .. have we now forgotten our
powerful friend?”’

Lord, You are the powerful friend re-
ferred to by Franklin, and we turn
again to You to ask that Your wisdom
might break through the political dis-
cussions of these coming days.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House, and all of Congress, with the in-
sight and foresight to construct a fu-
ture of security in our Nation’s poli-
tics, economy, and society. May they,
as You, be especially mindful of those
who are poor and without power.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 4, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 4, 2017, at 11:25 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 1.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——
LEXIE HOLBROOK AND JAKE
WAGONER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to wish two very special constituents a
happy birthday.

Mrs. Lexie Holbrook and her great-
great-great nephew, Mr. Jake Wagoner,
of Wilkes County, recently celebrated
their respective birthdays. Mrs. Hol-
brook observed her 110th birthday, and
Jake enjoyed his 10th birthday.

Mrs. Holbrook is the grande dame of
North Wilkesboro and holds the title of
the oldest living person in the county.

While 100 years and 5 days may sepa-
rate them in age, they share a strong
bond. Jake is proud of Lexie’s age, and
he regards her experience as cool. Fur-
ther, he believes her to be something of
a celebrity. Jake reported to his fourth
grade class about Lexie’s upcoming
birthday and exclaimed: ‘‘That’s right,
she’s mine.”

The pride and love Mr. Wagoner feels
for Lexie is inspiring. Mr. Speaker, I
hope their story will serve to inspire
others to strengthen the ties of friend-
ship across generational lines—as we
should all hope to have such bonds
within our families.

———

DUE PROCESS

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, this Congress, with a unanimous
voice vote, passed a resolution that
mandates antisexual harassment train-
ing for Members and staff.

Of course, it is about time. But here
is the thing, Mr. Speaker: it is pitiful
and embarrassing that a Member of
Congress would need an instruction
manual that tells them that they must
keep their pants on in their office.

What we need is to create an environ-
ment of a safe and respectful work-
place and policies and procedures that
will allow victims to come forward to
be fully compensated, for Members to
be held accountable, and to have fair
due process.
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