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The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 59, the nays are 33.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Alaska.

NOMINATION OF JOSEPH BALASH

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
came to the floor a half hour ago talk-
ing about a very well-qualified can-
didate for the Assistant Secretary of
Interior for Lands and Minerals, Joe
Balash, whom I happen to know very
well. He was my former chief of staff,
and he is the former Commissioner of
Natural Resources in Alaska. He is
very well qualified. His nomination
came out of our committee with only
one vote against him.

This nomination has been waiting on
the floor for several weeks now, but I
just had a constructive conversation
with Members on the other side of the
aisle. What we intend to do is revisit
Mr. Balash’s nomination in the next 24
hours, and, hopefully, we will free Joe
Balash to go serve the people of Amer-
ica and the people of Alaska. I know he
will do a very good job.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING NEVADA’S WORLD WAR
IT FILIPINO VETERANS

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor several Nevada heroes
who recently received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for their service in
the Philippines during World War II:
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Sergeant Regalado Baldonado, Private
Aurelio Dela Cruz, Corporal Benito
Anton, and Private First Class
Leonardo Palao and the many other
Filipino and Filipino-American vet-
erans across our Nation.

I would also like to acknowledge
Maximino Vasquez, a recognized World
War II Filipino veteran and Nevada
resident who is on his way to receiving
the Congressional Gold Medal as well.
My appreciation for all of their service
and sacrifice is immeasurable.

During World War II, more than
260,000 Filipino soldiers from the U.S.
Commonwealth of the Philippines an-
swered President Roosevelt’s call to
fight under the American flag. These
individuals fought bravely, some mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice in defense of
democracy and freedom. More than
half a century later, our Nation made a
commitment to honoring them for
their service.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I believe it is our
solemn responsibility to recognize
those who put their lives on the line.
That is why I was proud to work with
my colleague Senator HIRONO to pass
into law the Filipino Veterans of World
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act,
Public Law 114-265, to recognize the
dedication and heroism of these indi-
viduals.

On October 25, 2017, Congress paused
to recognize Filipino World War II vet-
erans with the Congressional Gold
Medal, the Nation’s highest civilian
honor, and I could not be more proud
and humbled that Nevada is home to
Filipino veterans who served and are
most deserving of this medal. Today 1
would like to again recognize and
honor Filipino veterans who are living

in Nevada: Regalado Baldonado,
Aurelio Dela Cruz, Benito Anton,
Leonardo Palao, and Maximino

Vasquez. To these heroes, your place in
history will not be forgotten. There are
also many other Filipino veterans from
Nevada who have passed on, but our
gratitude extends to their family mem-
bers who will ensure their legacy lives
on.

While the awarding of this Congres-
sional Gold Medal is a proud moment
for the Filipino community and Amer-
ica, many Filipino veterans have yet to
receive recognition for their service.
There is no doubt to me that Filipino
soldiers served honorably in the Com-
monwealth Army of the Philippines,
Recognized Guerilla Forces, and New
Philippine Scouts alongside U.S. troops
during World War II. However, some
have still not been verified by the U.S.
for their service because they don’t
have the documentation the U.S. re-
quires. This is an injustice that I will
continue fighting so that every Fili-
pino veteran is afforded respect for and
acknowledgement of their contribu-
tions to our country.

I am honored to acknowledge all Fili-
pino and Filipino-American veterans
for their dedication to our country and
am proud this Congressional Gold
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Medal will serve as a constant re-
minder of the importance of the Fili-
pino and Filipino-American commu-
nity in our Nation’s history.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1699. An act to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to modify the definitions of a
mortgage originator and a high-cost mort-
gage, to amend the Secure and Fair Enforce-
ment for Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 to
modify the definition of a loan originator,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1699. An act to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to modify the definitions of a
mortgage originator and a high-cost mort-
gage, to amend the Secure and Fair Enforce-
ment for Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 to
modify the definition of a loan originator,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ON DE-
CEMBER 1, 2017

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Mr. BLUNT):

S. Res. 347. A resolution commemorating
the 62nd anniversary of the dedication of
Whiteman Air Force Base; considered and
agreed to.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. UDALL, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. DAINES, and Mr.
TESTER):

S. 2185. A Dbill to reauthorize the Federal
Land Transaction Facilitation Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
MURPHY, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 2186. A bill to modernize laws and poli-
cies, and eliminate discrimination, with re-
spect to people living with HIV/AIDS, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 2187. A bill to establish a regulatory
framework for the comprehensive protection
of personal data for individuals under the
aegis of the Federal Trade Commission, to
amend the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act of 1998 to improve provisions relat-
ing to collection, use, and disclosure of per-
sonal information of children, and for other
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