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theory or policy or another. But it does 
say that before we took dramatic ac-
tion that will reset the ground for a 
generation, that I believe will inevi-
tably lead to a loss of security and sta-
bility and opportunity for those in 
need in our country, we should have re-
flected. We should have listened to 
each other. We should have respected 
the greatest traditions of this country 
that say that we are most American 
when we open the doors of opportunity 
to all, when we create chances for 
those who are struggling amongst us to 
have a brighter future. And as I 
searched through what I understood of 
this 500-page bill thrust upon us late on 
a Friday night and marked up and 
voted on early on a Saturday morning, 

I found none of that. I found an incred-
ibly expensive bill that even some ti-
tans of industry have said will add lit-
tle to the growth of this economy and 
much to the burden of debt of this 
country. 

I know people of good faith on both 
sides have differing views about the im-
pact of this bill, but I, for one, felt 
called tonight to come to this floor and 
say that I think we have made not just 
a mistake of fiscal policy, but I think 
that in moving this bill forward, we 
have failed in our most fundamental 
call to hear each other, to work to-
gether, and to be mindful that we do 
not cause harm to those in our society 
who look to us to make the future 
brighter, to open the doors of oppor-

tunity wider, and to listen to some of 
the most ancient and profound voices 
in the traditions that lay the founda-
tion of this free society; that we legis-
late worst when we legislate against 
the least of our brethren. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:42 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, December 5, 
2017, at 10 a.m. 
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