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profits overseas, why are we borrowing 
to provide more benefits to the largest 
corporations and wealthiest people 
while we are ignoring the people who 
visit our offices every day seeking not 
a sympathetic ear, but action, for ex-
ample, action on the opioid crisis and 
the epidemic of opioid deaths claiming 
64,000 Americans last year? 

Our former colleague, Patrick Ken-
nedy, whose advocacy is informed by 
his own struggle to overcome opioid 
addiction, will testify today in the 
other body that we could easily produc-
tively spend up to $200 billion more 
dealing with the crisis, helping people 
with recovery. The Senate is proposing 
to increase one ten-thousandth of that 
amount—not $200 billion, but $20 mil-
lion—to deal with this crisis because 
we don’t have the money, yet we are 
borrowing $1.5 trillion to give addi-
tional tax benefits to those who need 
them the least. 

We are not being able to adequately 
help our veterans, whose needs are 
clear to anybody who visits the Vet-
erans Administration hospital in their 
State, or provide investments in roads 
and bridges and transit or in water and 
sewer that would strengthen every 
community, make it safer and business 
more competitive. 

Good policy and effective investment 
is possible if we are not mortgaging our 
children’s future, borrowing vast sums 
of money to lavish more tax reductions 
on people who don’t need it, while ig-
noring the needs of people who do, who 
visit offices every day here on Capitol 
Hill. 

America does not have to be in re-
treat, claiming poverty, that we are 
helpless to meet the needs of the Amer-
ican people, if Congress finds the cour-
age and the will to do its job. 

f 

SANCTUARY CITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am rising today to talk about an issue 
that women are talking about every 
single day, and as I am home and out 
and about in my district, I hear this re-
peatedly. They will come up to me and 
they will say: MARSHA, I am becoming 
a security mom. I fear for the security 
of my children. I am concerned about 
what is happening on our streets and in 
our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you, last 
week, after the verdict came down in 
the Kate Steinle trial, the fact that a 
criminal illegal alien was not found 
guilty, I received so many comments 
and calls from people saying something 
needs to be done about this because 
justice was not delivered for the life of 
Kate Steinle. 

That brings us to the issue of sanc-
tuary cities and those policies, the 
very idea that some elected officials or 
some cities could choose to say: We 
will become a haven for those who are 

outside of Federal law—but not all 
Federal law, just this particular Fed-
eral law. 

That defies common sense. It defies 
reason because we are a nation of laws, 
a nation that abides by the rule of law, 
a nation of law and order—not of anar-
chy. 

Sanctuary city policies are making 
America less safe. On this, there should 
be no doubt. We have to think: What 
does this example set for our country? 
What does it say to people who abide 
by the law, who feel that their lives are 
endangered, that their security is en-
dangered? What kind of message do 
sanctuary policies send to the thin blue 
line, people who stand to protect us 
every single day? 

I would suggest that sanctuary city 
policies are cracking the foundation of 
our democracy. It is why it is impor-
tant that this body take action. I 
would suggest it is why it is important 
that we pass the CLEAR Act, legisla-
tion I have authored that would strip 
sanctuary cities of funding, that would 
require that criminal illegal aliens be 
deported from this country. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR WILLIAM V. 
BELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning to honor and recog-
nize a great American, a visionary, a 
statesman, and a friend, Mayor Wil-
liam V. Bell, better known as Mayor 
Bill Bell. Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, my 
friend Bill Bell ended 16 years of distin-
guished service as mayor of the city of 
Durham, North Carolina, located in my 
congressional district. 

Mr. Speaker, Durham has always 
been a progressive city, a city where I 
attended undergraduate school and law 
school at North Carolina Central Uni-
versity. Durham has always been a pro-
gressive city, above the average, but 
under Bill Bell’s leadership, the city 
has become a thriving Southern city ri-
valing Charlotte and even Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Bill Bell’s work as mayor is but part 
of a long tenure of service to Durham 
that spans more than four decades. 
This week, I join the entire Durham 
community in thanking Mayor Bill 
Bell for his many, many years of public 
service. With Mayor Bell’s retirement 
last evening, December 4, 2017, he 
leaves his office having literally trans-
formed the Durham community. 

The city’s leadership has now been 
passed to a new mayor, Steve Schewel, 
who is also a friend and a visionary 
leader. The city of Durham, North 
Carolina, is in good hands. 

Born William V. Bell in 1941, Bill 
grew up in Winston-Salem, North Caro-
lina. He received a degree in electrical 
engineering from Howard University 
here in Washington, D.C., and then 
went on to receive his master’s degree 

in electrical engineering from New 
York University. After graduating, Bill 
returned to North Carolina, where he 
worked as a senior engineer at IBM 
Corporation in Durham. 

Bill Bell has been a community de-
velopment trailblazer not only as 
mayor, but as vice president and chief 
operating officer of United Durham In-
corporated since 1996, where he used 
the acronym UDI. 

Even during his days as a young engi-
neer, Bill Bell had a unique vision for 
his beloved community. This vision led 
to Bill’s election to the Durham Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners in 1972. At 
the time, Bill was one of two African- 
American commissioners on the five- 
member board. Bill Bell served on the 
board of county commissioners until 
1994, and again from 1996 to the year 
2000, even serving as its chairman from 
1982 to 1994. 

b 1015 

In 2001, Mr. Speaker, Bill Bell was 
elected mayor of the city of Durham. 
He was then reelected seven—yes, that 
is seven—times, serving as Durham’s 
longest serving mayor for 16 years. 

Mayor Bill Bell will be remembered 
for leading the city of Durham toward 
great progress. His legacy includes 
heading up the transformation of 
downtown Durham from boarded-up 
windows to a city which is a top des-
tination and is now home to a variety 
of thriving businesses and technology 
startups as well as major projects, such 
as the Durham Performing Arts Center 
and the American Tobacco Campus. 

It is a thriving city, Mr. Speaker, and 
I encourage anyone to take a look at 
Durham and see how impressive this 
city is. From leading the trans-
formation of downtown Durham to 
placing a renewed emphasis on even ad-
dressing gun violence in the commu-
nity, Mayor Bell has always fought to 
improve the lives of his constituents. 

It has been a pleasure to work with 
Mayor Bell on behalf of the citizens of 
Durham in the first district. The Dur-
ham community is stronger thanks to 
Bill Bell’s leadership. He is, without a 
doubt, a visionary trailblazer who will 
go down in history having left a posi-
tive mark on his city. 

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, Mayor Bill 
Bell turned over the office now to 
Mayor Steve Schewel. Mayor Schewel 
served on the Durham City Council 
since 2011, and I know he will continue 
to build on this legacy. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am told that 
Mayor Bell’s daughters, Tiffany Bell, 
Anjanee Nicole Bell, and Kristen 
Vaughan Bell-Hughes, are all excited 
about their dad’s decision to enjoy a 
life of retirement. I don’t believe Bill 
Bell is going to actually retire. I am 
sure he is going to spend less time in 
public service, but I am sure he will 
continue his advocacy in some signifi-
cant way. 

While Bill Bell is deserving of far 
greater accolades than I have just re-
cited over the last few minutes, I ask 
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my colleagues today to join me in rec-
ognizing this great American, Bill Bell. 
On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives, the residents of Dur-
ham, North Carolina, and the people of 
the First Congressional District, I ex-
press my sincere appreciation for 
Mayor Bill Bell’s elective service, his 
dedicated service, and I wish him noth-
ing but my best wishes in the months 
and years to come. 

I thank Bill Bell for his leadership. 
f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when 
teenagers select universities to attend, 
they assume that their school will pro-
tect and take care of them if some-
thing horrible occurs. Hannah was no 
different when she decided to attend 
Howard University in 2006. But on a 
Friday night of her sophomore year, 
she realized how deeply misplaced her 
trust in the school was. 

On that night, Hannah and her 
friends went to a fellow student’s house 
party. It was a typical college evening 
filled with dancing and laughter, but it 
wasn’t until the party began to wind 
down that Hannah’s friends noticed she 
was missing. Hannah was always very 
safety conscious and never wandered 
off alone, so her friends were imme-
diately worried and began frantically 
looking for her in the house. They 
called her name and searched the en-
tire first floor. Hannah was nowhere to 
be found. 

They tried to go upstairs to search 
the second floor, but a man grabbed 
them and forced them down the stairs. 
He said that nobody was allowed to go 
upstairs. Hannah’s friends argued with 
him. They screamed her name and 
threatened to call the police. 

Just as the situation was escalating, 
Hannah appeared at the top of the 
stairs. She was a mess. She was con-
fused, and she was barely able to walk 
or to speak. The girls took Hannah by 
the arms and immediately left the 
house. Something really awful had hap-
pened to her, so they rushed her to the 
Howard University emergency room. 

Mr. Speaker, here is where the uni-
versity system completely failed her. 
When the doctor finally came to see 
Hannah, he told her she was too drunk 
and she should go home and just sleep 
it all off. The friends begged the doctor 
to give her a rape kit, but he just re-
fused and sent them away. 

This is malpractice, Mr. Speaker. 
Rape kits can provide critically impor-
tant evidence in sexual assault cases, 
especially cases where the victim has 
been drugged. 

When Hannah woke up the next 
morning, she was in so much pain she 
could barely walk, so she called the po-
lice and returned to the university 
emergency room for a rape kit. But be-
cause Hannah couldn’t remember ex-

actly what happened and who her as-
sailant was, the police and the hospital 
staff again refused to conduct a rape 
kit. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of a rape 
kit is to find out who the assailant 
was. 

Desperate and denied any assistance 
from her own university, Hannah still 
reached out for help. She went to 
George Washington University Hos-
pital, but they told her that, since she 
was denied a rape kit at Howard Uni-
versity, she was not allowed to get one 
at this hospital. Hannah sought help 
and was rejected at every turn. 

This is tragic, Mr. Speaker. 
Most of us have kids. A lot of them 

go to universities—all four of mine did; 
three of them are girls—and we expect 
universities to do something to protect 
those students when a crime is com-
mitted against them. The doctors and 
medical staff at both university hos-
pitals were apparently not trained to 
deal with traumatized rape victims, 
and they were clearly ignorant of how 
important forensic evidence is after an 
assault. 

So to ensure this doesn’t happen to 
more victims, I have introduced legis-
lation that would require a university 
to provide access to a nurse or a doctor 
who is properly trained to provide med-
ical care for trauma rape victims or 
have a plan in place to quickly get a 
victim to a nearby hospital. Univer-
sities must have a plan in place or have 
access to a staffer. 

This bill is named the Megan Rondini 
Act in honor of another college rape 
victim from Texas, who was at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. She was denied 
proper post-rape treatment at a hos-
pital. Eventually, she took her own life 
because of the fact that no one paid at-
tention to her. 

This bill will ensure victims can ac-
cess the care they need. Having a 
SAFE, sexual assault forensic exam-
iner, or a SANE, sexual assault nurse 
examiner, for rape victims at univer-
sities ensures that rape kits are prop-
erly examined and collected. 

Universities not only need to have 
access to a SAFE, but they need to 
have a victim advocate trained in sex-
ual assault on campus, and all rape 
kits from students and nonstudents 
must be quickly analyzed so that the 
offender can be determined. 

Mr. Speaker, there are thousands of 
rape kits all over the country sitting 
on police shelves that just haven’t been 
examined. This is awful. 

Hannah was denied justice because of 
incompetence. Victims are people, too, 
Mr. Speaker, and schools, especially, 
should be prepared to deal with sexual 
assault victims; otherwise, there will 
be more victims like Hannah. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING CONWELL-EGAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
today I recognize Conwell-Egan Catho-
lic High School and the $5 million con-
tribution they received to help educate 
the next generation of students in 
Bucks County. This gift, in recognition 
of the school’s continued success, was 
donated by a 1972 graduate who wanted 
to thank his teachers for all they did 
to help shape his life. 

The benefactor, Mr. Tom Lynch, said 
he gave the gift because ‘‘anything is 
possible when you get a good edu-
cation.’’ This quote rings true in the 
ears of every American. The oppor-
tunity to learn from a young age is a 
critical experience. Continued support 
for our teachers and our schools is of 
the utmost importance. 

With this donation, Conwell-Egan 
plans to set a significant amount aside 
for scholarships and tuition assistance 
for families in need in our area. Gen-
erous contributions like these allow 
our educational institutions to grow 
and to offer greater support to our 
communities. 

I congratulate Conwell-Egan, and we 
all thank Mr. Lynch for supporting 
such a great institution. 

RECOGNIZING PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the players, 
coaches, and staff of the Palisades High 
School football team and to congratu-
late them on an incredible season. With 
their consistent displays of grit and te-
nacity, the Palisades Pirates should be 
proud of what they accomplished: a 13– 
1 season and the best record in Pali-
sades football history. 

Although their season ended with a 
tough loss in the playoffs, the Pali-
sades Pirates football team should hold 
their heads high. They have worked 
hard, and they have made their com-
munity proud. 

To the fans, friends, and families who 
have supported Palisades, we offer our 
congratulations. To all those who work 
with and support organized youth 
sports in our district, we offer our 
thanks. To the young student athletes 
on the Palisades football team, I say: 
Well done. I hope that you take the les-
sons of cooperation and determination 
that you have learned on the field with 
you when you step off the field. Our 
community is very proud of you. 

f 

INNOVATION IN MINNESOTA’S 
SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the 2017 recipi-
ents of the Greater St. Cloud Develop-
ment Corporation Innovation Award. 
These four recipients received their 
awards for their ability to incorporate 
new and inventive ideas into their 
field. 

I want to first congratulate Mighty 
Axe Hops in Foley for receiving the 
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