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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF FINLAND’S
CENTENNIAL

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise on
behalf of the Congressional Friends of Finland
Caucus in recognition of Finland’s Centennial.
For a generation of Finns, this is the most sig-
nificant commemorative year in their lifetime.

The significance of the anniversary comes
with good reason. A century ago, on Decem-
ber 6, 1917, Finland declared itself an inde-
pendent republic and rejected its status as an
autonomous Grand Duchy of Russia. As is
often the case, independence is not easily
won. Soon after breaking away from Tsarist
Russia, the country descended into civil war
with neighbor pitted against neighbor. How-
ever, from the struggle of war, something in-
credible happened: the Finnish people
emerged with renewed purpose and a new na-
tional identity.

After 100 years of democracy, Finland has
become a shining example to the world of
what monumental achievements can be made
in a short time. Today, Finland is the pinnacle
of Nordic values and culture, a proud member
state of the European Union, and a key polit-
ical and economic partner of the United
States. The deep relationships between the
United States and Finland cannot be over-
stated. The United States is the third largest
trading partner of Finland and in addition,
around 250 Finnish—owned companies, which
directly employ about 34,000 people, are
based in the United States. Truly, US—Finland
relations have never been stronger.

And just a few short months ago, President
Trump hosted President Niinistd at the White
House. There the Presidents discussed Fin-
land’s leadership of the Artic Council, the coa-
lition to defeat ISIS, and cybersecurity. Fur-
thermore, President Trump pledged an addi-
tional half-million dollars to the Fulbright Fin-
land Foundation so that the United States
could send more of our brightest students to
study and form lasting relationships in Finland.

Our peoples share many common values
and interests that make Finns and Americans
readily identify with one another. Hard work
and the drive to succeed have benefitted both
our peoples and embody some of our most
deeply-held virtues.

In light of these shared interests and the
strong relationship between our peoples, |
congratulate all Finns on 100 years of inde-
pendence. Continued cooperation between our
nations will make Finland’s second century as
robust and vibrant as the first and my col-
leagues in the House and | look forward to
closely working with our Finnish counterparts
towards that end. Thank you, Finland, for
being a valued friend to the United States and
happy centennial.

HONORING THE MINNESOTA CHAP-
TER OF THE COUNCIL ON AMER-
ICAN ISLAMIC RELATIONS

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
rise today in recognition of the tenth anniver-
sary of the founding of the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic  Relations—Minnesota Chapter
(CAIR-MN). CAIR—-MN works, as part of a na-
tionwide network of chapters, to diligently pro-
tect and enhance some of the fundamental
principles that have shaped America since its
inception. They fight to defend the constitu-
tional right to religious freedom. They promote
community engagement, inspire civic activism,
and defend civil liberties. CAIR-MN’s work
with Muslims in America has expanded the
notions of social justice in our communities
and supported the active participation of all
our nations’ citizens and residents.

Today, too many Americans have a dis-
torted, inaccurate, or unclear understanding of
Muslims, who they are, and what they believe.
Fortunately, for ten years now, CAIR-MN has
taken on the truly difficult, necessary, and re-
warding task of dispelling misinformation, en-
hancing our society’s understanding of Mus-
lims and Islam, and combatting bigotry and in-
tolerance. It is my hope that CAIR-MN will
continue its remarkable contribution to our so-
ciety for many more decades to come.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
CAIR-MN for the ten years of invaluable serv-
ice they have provided to the State of Min-
nesota and the United States of America.

———

RECOGNIZING THE MULTIFAITH
ALLIANCE FOR SYRIAN REFU-
GEES AND AFYA FOUNDATION

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
an important event in my district-sponsored by
the Multifaith Alliance for Syrian Refugees and
the Afya Foundation. Last week, these two or-
ganizations collected much-needed supplies to
benefit those who have suffered from the Syr-
ian civil war.

The Multifaith Alliance for Syrian Refugees
has a powerful story to tell. A coalition of over
90 organizations, it has facilitated a partner-
ship between Israeli and Syrian organizations
to help deliver critical humanitarian assistance,
including food and medicine, to people inside
Syria. Containers of donated assistance arrive
at lIsraeli ports, where the Israeli Defense
Forces transport the supplies to the Syrian
border for distribution by Syrian organizations
inside Syria.

Joining the Multifaith Alliance for Syrian Ref-
ugees is the Afya Foundation, which has a

record of collecting supplies for humanitarian
crises all over the world.

The event in Yonkers, New York will build
upon similar events and campaigns which
have raised over $66 million of life-saving as-
sistance.

| applaud the participants in Yonkers, the
Multifaith Alliance for Syrian Refugees, the
Afya Foundation and all those Americans who
have made an effort to help those in des-
perate need in Syria. | recognize that the Syr-
ian crisis will not be resolved by sending hu-
manitarian assistance. For that, we will need a
political solution. However, if we can help a
family access food and medicine, help them
realize that America has not forgotten them,
then we can offer them hope for an end to the
violence and war.

HONORING CARTER GILMORE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the memory and service of a pillar of the Oak-
land community, the Honorable Carter Gil-
more. Although Mr. Gilmore passed away in
2006, the Oakland African American Museum
and Library will be unveiling an exhibit focused
on his life and career on December 9th, 2017.

Carter Gilmore was born on May 30th, 1926
in Grapeland, Texas, and served in the US
Navy during World War II. In 1947 he married
Liz Hampton, and the couple soon moved to
Oakland, where Mr. Gilmore worked as a plant
manager for Granny Goose Foods.

In 1977, Mr. Gilmore made history when he
became the first African American elected to
the Oakland City Council. During his tenure,
which lasted until 1990, Mr. Gilmore made im-
portant contributions to the City of Oakland
through his role in the creation of the citizen’s
police review board, and the city’s anti-blight
ordinance, among many other initiatives and
accomplishments.

In addition to his work on the City Council,
Mr. Gilmore was also an active member of his
church, Bethel Missionary Baptist, starting
when he first moved to Oakland in the 1950’s.

Mr. Gilmore’s life was guided by a belief
that we should all work to improve our com-
munities, and the lives of our neighbors. He
was also staunchly committed to civil rights.

That belief in social justice led him to join
the Alameda branch of the NAACP, and he
later served as the chapter president. He also
served as president of the NAACP’s Northern
California division. In 1990, he helped lead the
investigation into racial discrimination against
African American employees at UPS, resulting
in the largest settlement in the NAACP’s his-
tory to that point.

On a personal note, Carter was one of the
first people to act as a mentor and advisor to
me as | began my career working for Con-
gressman Dellums. He always took time to
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