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Northwest Indiana. These include consultation 
services, Qur’an reading and memorization 
services, ceremonial and religious services, 
interfaith dialogues, humanitarian relief serv-
ices, and numerous youth programs, to name 
a few. In addition, there are two Islamic week-
end schools and two Islamic full-time schools 
on its premises. 

Northwest Indiana is not only grateful, but 
proud to have the support of the Northwest In-
diana Islamic Center for the past twenty-five 
years. I would be remiss if I did not take a mo-
ment to recognize the exceptional leadership 
of this noteworthy organization. The Board of 
Trustees includes Arshad Malak, Hakam 
Safadi, Hytham Rifai, Nabil Shabeeb, and 
Wahbi Adad. The Board of Directors is com-
prised of President Abdul Fatah Adisa, Vice 
President Omar Estwani, Treasurer Isam 
Abdo, and Secretary Ferass Safadi, as well as 
former Presidents Fadel Shaaban and 
Shahabul Arfeen, and Osama Salameh, 
Ashraf Tebry, and Rami Musleh. For their sig-
nificant contributions to their community, the 
members and leaders of the Northwest Indi-
ana Islamic Center are worthy of the highest 
praise. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating the Northwest Indiana Islamic Center on 
its 25th anniversary. For their remarkable 
dedication to service and for touching the lives 
of countless individuals, the organization’s 
leaders and members are worthy of the bless-
ings that have been bestowed upon them. 
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HONORING HARRY O. BLACKWELL 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Trenton’s 
beloved Harry O. Blackwell, affectionately 
known as ‘‘Chubby.’’ 

I was saddened to hear of his untimely 
passing; he was a tireless advocate for youth 
programming for decades in our capital city. 

When we examine the life and passion of 
Chubby Blackwell, his compassion for the 
youth cannot be ignored. He dedicated his life 
to mentoring and teaching young people skills 
that could transform their future. Countless 
Trenton youth have memories of participating 
in sports leagues, golf lessons, and summer 
camps because of Chubby Blackwell. 

Chubby’s advocacy for children was effec-
tive because he made it his business to know 
the whole family. For many, Chubby Blackwell 
was that consistent and strong life force that 
kept them on the straight and narrow. Chubby 
had a zero tolerance for foolishness; his love 
was not always friendly—sometimes tough— 
but always consistent. 

Today as we celebrate Chubby we cele-
brate a life of service to others whose impact 
will be felt for generations because his com-
mitment was purposeful and motivated by 
love. 

God Bless Chubby Blackwell and thank you 
to his beautiful family for having shared him 
with countless young people and indeed this 
entire community. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering the life of Chubby Blackwell and send-

ing our sincere condolences to his friends, 
family, and to the families he has helped over 
the years. May Chubby be blessed and rest in 
peace. 
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RECOGNIZING MAYOR PRO-TEM 
YVONNE JOHNSON 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mayor Pro-Tem Yvonne Johnson, 
from Guilford County. I am honored to ac-
knowledge Mrs. Johnson as she receives The 
Order of the Long Leaf Pine. Awarded for ex-
emplary service to the community and the 
State of North Carolina that is considered 
above and beyond the call of duty, the Order 
of the Long Leaf Pine is among the most pres-
tigious awards conferred by the Governor. 
Mrs. Johnson has continually worked to make 
a positive impact in North Carolina. The citi-
zens of Greensboro, Guildford County, and 
the entire state of North Carolina are truly for-
tunate to have Mrs. Johnson, an outstanding 
representative of our community and country. 
I join with her family, friends, and the Sixth 
District in thanking Mayor Pro-Tern Yvonne 
Johnson for her dedicated service to the city 
of Greensboro and the United States of Amer-
ica. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I was absent for 
the votes on the Motion to Go To Conference 
on H.R. 1 (Roll Call No. 653) and the Motion 
to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 1 (Roll Call No. 
654). Had I been present, I would have voted 
nay on Roll Call No. 653 and I would have 
voted yea on Roll Call No. 654. 
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REMEMBERING NEIL ETSON 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to remember Neil Etson 
of Olney, Illinois, who passed away on De-
cember 2, 2017, at the age of 93 surrounded 
by his family at the homestead he built fifty 
years ago. 

Neil dedicated his life to service to others, 
serving his country, his church, and his com-
munity. 

In May the Rotary Club of Richland County 
presented Neil with the Quilt of Valor for his 
service during World War II, where he served 
honorably as a Staff Sergeant with the 766th 
Military Police Battalion. 

However, anyone who met him knows that 
Neil’s first and foremost priority was his family, 
especially Frances, his wife of 66 years, their 
three children, ten grandchildren, and two 
great grandchildren. 

The Olney community has lost a dedicated 
entrepreneur and community leader. Yet while 
we mourn his loss, we should remember that 
Neil Etson’s legacy lives on in his family and 
in the three children’s books that he authored 
based on a lifetime of stories shared with his 
family. 
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CONDEMNING ETHNIC CLEANSING 
OF ROHINGYA AND CALLING FOR 
AN END TO ATTACKS IN AND AN 
IMMEDIATE RESTORATION OF 
HUMANITARIAN ACCESS TO 
RAKHINE, BURMA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support of House Con-
current Resolution 90 which condemns the at-
tacks against civilians by Burma’s (also known 
as Myanmar) security services and calls on 
Burma’s Commander-in-Chief, Min Aung 
Hlaing, to end such attacks in the state of 
Rakhine. 

I share the sentiments of this Resolution 
that expresses appreciation for the govern-
ment of Bangladesh for providing refuge to 
those fleeing violence. 

As the Resolution does, I, too, condemn the 
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army attacks, but 
also warn that these attacks do not justify the 
response that has resulted in severe human 
rights violations and atrocities against civilians. 

Rightfully so, the Resolution calls on Bur-
ma’s government and military and security 
forces to: (1) implement the recommendations 
of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, 
and (2) allow humanitarian access to refugees 
and internally displaced persons. 

Further, the bill urges support and access 
for the United Nations Fact Finding Mission to 
Burma, and I strongly support that effort. 

The Resolution calls on Burma’s military 
and government to allow refugees to return to 
Burma and to change laws and policies that 
have contributed to insecurity in the state of 
Rakhine. 

And last but not least, the Resolution calls 
on the President to impose sanctions on those 
responsible for human rights abuses, including 
members of Burma’s military and security 
services. 

Over the past month, 436 thousand 
Rohingya have fled from their homes in 
Myanmar’s western Rakhine State to neigh-
boring Bangladesh. 

This is the second exodus of Rohingya, 
members of a Muslim ethnic minority, in the 
past year. 

The current exodus, like the previous one in 
October 2016 that led 87 thousand to flee, is 
being driven by a brutal government crack-
down following attacks by armed Rohingya. 

Despite calls from international rights groups 
for stronger action to stop the violence, there 
appears to be little appetite within the wider 
international community for more robust inter-
vention. 

Permitting the current crisis to unfold, how-
ever, eats away at its credibility and threatens 
peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 

On August 25, militants attacked 30 police 
posts and an army base in northern Rakhine 
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