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sick, and families that are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Yet, despite this elimination of nu-
merous vital deductions that millions 
of families across this country rely on, 
the House and the Senate bill retained 
a deduction for golf course owners. If 
you own a golf course in America, your 
deductions are kept; but if you are a 
student and you get a scholarship, you 
are going to have to pay taxes on that. 

So if I were a student, I get it twice. 
We are looking at cutting the Pell 
grants and we are looking at taxing 
what students get, yet if you own a golf 
course where this game is played, you 
get a deduction. 

I am sorry, but I don’t think that is 
fair. 

f 

AMERICANS DISAPPROVE OF 
MEDIA COVERAGE 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
according to a new Quinnipiac poll, 58 
percent of Americans disapprove of the 
media’s coverage of the President. Only 
38 percent approve. It is no surprise 
why the American people disapprove of 
the media’s coverage. 

A few weeks ago, CBS Evening News 
ran a lengthy story mocking President 
Trump for taking a sip of water during 
the middle of a speech. 

To date, the broadcast networks of 
ABC, CBS, and NBC have spent over 12 
hours on an unproven Trump-Russia 
connection while only devoting 41⁄2 
minutes to the Clinton uranium scan-
dal involving Russia. 

Newsweek published a headline ac-
cusing Ivanka Trump of plagiarism be-
cause she used a sentence from a pre-
vious speech. Newsweek should check 
the dictionary. It is not plagiarism if 
you use your own words. 

These are only three of many exam-
ples that account for why 58 percent of 
Americans disapprove of the media’s 
coverage. Their liberal bias is on dis-
play for all to see, and Americans are 
tired of it. 

f 

PAYING RESPECTS TO GEORGE 
WILLIE, SR., OF LEUPP, ARIZONA 

(Mr. O’HALLERAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay my respects to a 
hero. George Willie, Sr., of Leupp, Ari-
zona, passed away this week at the age 
of 92. He was a highly decorated Navajo 
Code Talker who served with the Sec-
ond Marine Division from 1943 to 1946. 
According to his family, George deliv-
ered and received coded messages using 
the Navajo language at the Battle of 
Okinawa. 

His love for his family was unwaver-
ing and his commitment to his country 
was steadfast. Pat and I are keeping 
George’s wife, Emma; his 10 children; 

and his grandchildren in our prayers as 
they mourn his passing. 

A celebration of his life is scheduled 
for Friday at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Leupp, and George will be 
laid to rest with honors at the Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery at Camp 
Navajo. 

f 

PRESERVING OUR SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act. 

Our bill allows law-abiding citizens 
who are qualified to carry concealed 
firearms in one State to also carry in 
other States that allow residents to do 
so. 

Constitutional rights do not end at 
State lines, and this must include an 
individual’s ability to exercise their 
Second Amendment rights. A recent 
survey shows that 73 percent of Ameri-
cans agree and support concealed carry 
reciprocity. 

The current system is simply too 
confusing and, unfortunately, results 
in some concealed carry permit holders 
to unknowingly break the law and suf-
fer arrest while preventing others from 
carrying across State lines at all. 

Our bill corrects this infringement on 
Americans’ Second Amendment rights 
and allows concealed carry permit 
holders the ability to travel freely be-
tween the States, just like a driver’s li-
cense. 

As a lifelong gun owner and fervent 
supporter of the Second Amendment, I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense bill and empower law- 
abiding citizens with the ability to ex-
ercise their constitutional rights as 
they travel across State lines. 

f 

PRESERVING OUR SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, the Sec-
ond Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States reads: ‘‘ . . . the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed.’’ 

That right is a fundamental freedom 
guaranteed by our Bill of Rights. That 
is why I am proud to cosponsor the 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act, 
which protects the Second Amendment 
rights of all Americans. 

This legislation says that if you are 
qualified to carry a gun in your own 
State, then you can carry a gun in any 
State that has a similar law. This bill 
will eliminate significant obstacles to 
the right to keep and bear arms for 
millions of Americans in every State. 

Hoosiers get it. Law-abiding gun 
owners have a right to defend them-
selves, and that right should not end at 

the State line. I urge support for this 
legislation and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in doing more to uphold our 
Second Amendment rights. 

f 

PRESERVING OUR SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity Act as well. This 
commonsense legislation protects the 
constitutional right to bear arms by al-
lowing qualified individuals to carry a 
concealed firearm across State lines. 

Our First Amendment rights to free 
speech don’t change when we cross 
State lines, and neither should our Sec-
ond Amendment constitutional right 
to protect ourselves. 

Unfortunately for Marylanders, our 
right to bear arms is still heavily re-
stricted by gun-control liberals in our 
State legislature. 

Restricting the right to own firearms 
only hurts a law-abiding citizen’s right 
to defend herself. Cities like Baltimore 
and Chicago, with their out-of-control 
murder rates despite their highly re-
strictive gun laws, are proof of that. 

Concealed carry reciprocity will 
make our country safer. Self-defense is 
the top reason cited for owning a fire-
arm, and concealed carry permit hold-
ers are certainly not to blame for our 
Nation’s violent crime problem. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
pass H.R. 38 and protect our Second 
Amendment rights. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the floor today to praise the 
progress the Senate and the House has 
made toward passing tax reform for the 
American people. 

Our tax plan would roughly double 
the standard deduction, a deduction 
that 71 percent of Missourians use. 
When our tax bill passes, the simple 
truth is that it will allow Missouri 
families and families everywhere to 
take home more of their paychecks. 

Our tax plan will also be more fair, 
eliminating special interest loopholes 
and making it easier for average Amer-
icans to file taxes. Currently, our coun-
try spends a total of $378 billion per 
year filing tax returns. Our tax plan 
will change all that. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on the final 
version of this bill so we can give 
Americans a great present by Christ-
mas and watch our economy thrive. 
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