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Second, in the 1980s, the United 

States armed, trained, and equipped 
the Salvadoran Armed Forces, in par-
ticular, the army. At El Mozote, U.S. 
guns and bullets were used to massacre 
infants, children, women, and men. 

Third, the U.S. established and 
trained the Atlacatl Battalion. Osten-
sibly an elite rapid reaction counterin-
surgency force, it was a major actor in 
the mass murder at El Mozote. Nine 
years later, the unit also murdered six 
Jesuit priests and two women at the 
University of Central America in San 
Salvador. 

Finally, at the time of the massacre, 
the Salvadoran high command denied 
that it even happened. The U.S. Em-
bassy and State Department echoed 
those denials and denigrated The Wash-
ington Post and New York Times re-
porters who traveled to El Mozote and 
published detailed stories about the 
massacre. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. should support 
the Salvadoran judge presiding over 
the El Mozote case and the Attorney 
General’s Office, including releasing all 
information in our military and intel-
ligence files relevant to that period of 
the civil war. It would be a significant 
contribution to ending the culture of 
impunity in El Salvador. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God of the universe, we give You 

thanks for giving us another day. 
We ask Your blessing as we approach 

the end of the first session of this 115th 
Congress. You know well the 
contentiousness of this session. Look 
into the hearts of all the Members of 
this people’s House to discern the good 
will within. May the good will You find 
be rewarded with Your grace. May any 
contrary spirit be banished. 

In the days that come, help each 
Member to understand well and inter-
pret positively, as they are able, the 
positions of those with whom they dis-
agree. Grant to each the wisdom of Sol-
omon and, to us all, the faith and con-
fidence to know that no matter how 
difficult things appear to be, You con-
tinue to walk with our Nation, as You 
have done for over two centuries. 

May all that is done in the people’s 
House be for Your greater honor and 
glory. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
LAMALFA) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LAMALFA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, December 8, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Effective today, De-
cember 8, 2017, at 12:00 noon ET, I hereby ten-
der my resignation as a Member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from Arizona’s 8th 
Congressional District. 

Serving in the People’s House under God 
and the Constitution of the United States of 
America has been a true honor and privilege 
that I will deeply cherish throughout the re-
mainder of my life. 

Most sincerely, 
TRENT FRANKS, 
Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, December 8, 2017. 

Hon. DOUG DUCEY, 
Governor, State of Arizona, Phoenix, AZ. 

DEAR GOVERNOR DUCEY: This letter is to 
notify you that I have submitted a letter to 
Speaker Paul Ryan tendering my resignation 
as a Member of the U.S. House of Represent-
atives from Arizona’s 8th Congressional Dis-
trict effective today, December 8, 2017 at 
12:00 noon ET. 

Serving Arizona in the People’s House 
under God and the Constitution of the 
United States of America has been a true 
honor and privilege that I will deeply cherish 
throughout the remainder of my life. 

Most sincerely, 
TRENT FRANKS, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. Franks), the whole num-
ber of the House is 432. 

f 

MURDER IS NOT CAUSED BY 
GUNS, TRUCKS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, The Times and Democrat of 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, published 
a thoughtful editorial on November 21, 
entitled: ‘‘Murder is not caused by 
guns, trucks.’’ 

The editorial begins: 
‘‘Every time violence hits close to 

home, the debate is renewed.’’ 
‘‘. . . the Nation has been stunned by 

mass killings in Las Vegas, Texas, and 
New York City. In two of the incidents, 
guns were the weapon of terror. In New 
York—as has been the case in Europe 
in recent times—a truck was used to 
run over innocent people.’’ 

The editorial continues: ‘‘It is time 
to take a look beyond the surface issue 
such as weapons—and stop the blame 
game, says Marianne Clyde, a licensed 
therapist and expert in mental health 
in the workplace with more than 27 
years of experience.’’ 

Clyde continues: ‘‘The world will 
change, not by overregulation, blam-
ing, demonizing, but rather by one per-
son at a time, taking personal respon-
sibility for our thought processes and 
responses, creating an environment 
that creates unity and solutions that 
work.’’ 

The editorial concludes by noting 
that, ‘‘Clyde’s point is to have individ-
uals look deeper and realize that her 
points back up the title of her writing: 
‘Murder is not caused by guns or 
trucks, but by our thinking.’ ’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

RESTORING INTERNET FREEDOM 
ORDER 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on the issue of FCC Chairman 
Pai’s Restoring Internet Freedom 
Order. 

The narrative out there is that this 
decision by the FCC will destroy the 
internet as we know it. I am here to 
say that simply is not true. The inter-
net was free and open before the Obama 
administration implemented heavy- 
handed regulations in 2015, and it will 
continue to be free and open after these 
confusing regulations are repealed. 

Chairman Pai’s plan would simply 
roll back these regulations that stifle 
innovation and broadband investment. 
There are over 4,000 internet providers 
in this Nation. Do we want more to 
join or not? 

From 1996 to 2015, a light-touch regu-
latory approach to the internet pre-
served the free market and private in-
vestment soared to the tune of $1.5 tril-
lion. This created the communications 
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