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Last year, a man planned to bomb a 
synagogue in Aventura in my congres-
sional district during Passover. He was 
caught, thankfully, but incidents like 
this proliferating around the country 
are instilling fear, causing unease, and 
requiring additional security measures 
to be deployed. Sadly, in south Florida, 
this was not an isolated incident. 

Mr. Speaker, I will say that, al-
though not specifically an attack 
against a Jewish institution, I remem-
ber my children, then in preschool, at-
tended preschool at our local JCC and, 
after the 9/11 attack, my husband rac-
ing to their school to take them out of 
school that day because of the panic 
that was instilled that automatically 
occurs in every Jewish family’s life 
with children in a Jewish institution 
when there is a terrorist attack. We 
are constantly on edge as to whether or 
not our community is next. 

It is deeply disturbing that the peo-
ple in my community who attend syna-
gogues and visit our Jewish commu-
nity centers do so knowing these do-
mestic terrorists intentionally want us 
to feel uneasy about it. Their mission 
is to instill fear in the hearts of Jews, 
Muslims, and other religious minori-
ties so that we will not feel at home in 
America. 

And they are not relenting. The most 
recent annual report on hate crimes by 
the FBI showed that there was nearly a 
5 percent increase in incidents last 
year. It is the first time in 10 years 
that America has experienced consecu-
tive annual increases in reported hate 
crimes. 

More than half of the religiously 
based hate crimes were anti-Jewish, 
and a quarter of them were anti-Mus-
lim. We cannot let bigoted threats and 
vandalism become the new normal. 

We must pass this legislation to 
make it 100 percent clear that, in the 
view of Congress, when it comes to reli-
gious bigotry, there are not good peo-
ple on both sides. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 20 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. We 
must pass this legislation to make 
anti-Semitic and Islamophobic cowards 
think twice before they spread fear, 
while hiding behind a computer or a 
phone. 

We must pass this legislation to en-
sure that America is always a refuge 
from religious persecution. I deeply 
wish this legislation were not needed, 
Mr. Speaker, but, sadly, it is. I urge my 
colleagues to support this important 
legislation. 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the First Amendment 
protects every citizen’s right to free 
exercise of religion, and we, in Con-
gress, must be zealous and vigilant 
partners with the Constitution in that 
enterprise. 

From Charleston, South Carolina, to 
Charlottesville, Virginia; from subur-
ban Maryland, where racial bias inci-
dents are up 80 percent in my congres-
sional district in 2017, to California, Or-
egon, and all over the country, Amer-
ica has seen a surge in threats and vio-
lence against individuals and religious 
real property in our country, all in an 
effort to deter our citizens from prac-
ticing their faith, or simply to assault 
or kill them for doing so. 

There has also been a rise in threats 
made by telephone, in person, by email, 
or by phone all over the country, in-
cluding to churches, synagogues, and 
mosques. In the first 7 months of this 
year, there were 63 reported incidents 
against mosques across 26 States, span-
ning from Florida to Hawaii. Clearly, 
Congress must act. We have excellent 
legislation in H.R. 1730 to expand our 
law to include threats of force, as well 
as to toughen up the penalties for this 
kind of conduct. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is good, bipartisan 
legislation to protect the religious 
freedom of people of all faiths. It is 
particularly important that we stand 
up at a time when some religious faiths 
are under particular pressure from 
those who would attempt to smother 
their ability to freely exercise their re-
ligious beliefs by intimidation. This 
legislation speaks strongly to that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Members on 
both sides of the aisle. I thank Mr. 
KUSTOFF, Mr. KILMER, and others for 
their good work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1730, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 2706, by the yeas and nays; and 
H.R. 1730, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION CUS-
TOMER PROTECTION ACT OF 2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2706) to provide requirements 
for the appropriate Federal banking 
agencies when requesting or ordering a 
depository institution to terminate a 
specific customer account, to provide 
for additional requirements related to 
subpoenas issued under the Financial 
Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989, and for other 
purposes, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 395, nays 2, 
not voting 34, as follows: 

[Roll No. 672] 

YEAS—395 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 

Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 

Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
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