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District and similar communities nationwide 
from dangerous hazardous material shipments 
by mandating that federal regulations and pen-
alties be developed to increase security and 
safety for the shipment of these materials 
through high-threat urban areas. My amend-
ment was not included in the final bill signed 
into law. While freight companies have begun 
working with DOT to voluntarily reroute the 
shipment of certain materials that are toxic or 
poisonous by inhalation, or explosive from 
these communities, there is no federal law re-
quiring them to reroute the materials. 

This bill would require the Secretary of 
Transportation to issue regulations to require 
enhanced security measures for shipments of 
security-sensitive materials. The bill also re-
quires railroad carriers to use the most secure 
route and storage pattern to avoid moving cer-
tain hazardous materials by rail through se-
lected high-threat urban areas. These security 
sensitive materials include a highway route- 
controlled quantity of a Class 7 (radioactive) 
material; more than 25 kilograms of a division 
1.1, 1.2, or 1.3 explosive; more than one liter 
per package of a material poisonous by inha-
lation; shipment in other than a bulk packaging 
of 2,268 kilograms gross weight or more of 
one class of hazardous materials for which 
placarding of a vehicle, rail car or freight con-
tainer is required; and select agents or toxins 
regulated by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

High-profile derailments in North Dakota, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Canada dem-
onstrate the need for this legislation. Ethanol, 
which is flammable, still travels through big cit-
ies, and even within a few blocks of the U.S. 
Capitol. This bill will protect our communities 
from the risk created by trains carrying haz-
ardous materials. 

I urge support for this bill. 
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RECOGNIZING SI SI HAN 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
along with my colleague, Congresswoman 
BARBARA LEE, I rise to recognize Si Si Han in 
celebration of her life. 

Si Si was born in Burma on November 16, 
1971. She came to the United States in 2002 
when she married her husband, Ryan Saw. 
San Lorenzo would eventually become home 
for Si Si, Ryan, and their 10-year old daugh-
ter, Ashly. 

Si Si worked for Caltrans for more than 10 
years. Members of the Cal Trans team who 
worked with Si Si closely said that, rain or 
shine, she always had a smile on her face. 

Early in the morning on December 2, 2017, 
Si Si was collecting tolls on the eastern span 
of the Bay Bridge. Only a few minutes into her 
shift, a box truck collided with the toll booth in 
which Si Si was working, killing her. 

Si Si was not scheduled to work that morn-
ing, but she was always willing to help out 
when needed. Si Si tried to work mornings 
often so that she had more time to spend with 
her family. Those closest to Si Si said that she 
worked tirelessly to provide her daughter with 
the best opportunities available. 

Si Si was a dedicated mother, wife, and 
daughter. She was a valued friend and col-

league among her Caltrans District 4 family as 
well. One colleague described Si Si as ‘‘the 
light of the bridge.’’ 

Today, we stand to honor the memory of Si 
Si Han. Her generosity and kindness will 
never be forgotten. We are grateful to have 
had Si Si as a member of our Bay Area com-
munity. Our thoughts and prayers are with her 
family and friends, and may her warm spirit 
forever light the bridge she tended. 
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WELSEY L. FOX, USMC (RET.) 
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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Col. Wes Fox. Col. Fox en-
listed in the United States Marine Corps in 
1950 at the start of the Korean War to begin 
his 43-year career. Wes served 16 years as a 
noncommissioned officer before commis-
sioning as a second lieutenant and retiring as 
a colonel. 

Col. Fox valiantly served the nation and be-
came a recipient of the Medal of Honor for his 
actions in Vietnam. He led his men through 
heavy fire, even picking up the weapon of a 
Marine killed in action, to continue fighting the 
enemy. Col. Fox sustained severe injuries 
from shrapnel, continued to lead his Marines, 
and called in air support. After the battle was 
over, Fox refused medical treatment, set up 
an supervised a defensive perimeter, and re-
mained until all the Marines were evacuated. 
According to his Medal of Honor citation, ‘‘his 
indomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and 
unwavering devotion to duty in the face of 
grave personal danger inspired his Marines to 
such aggressive actions that they overcame 
all enemy resistance and destroyed a large 
bunker complex.’’ Col. Fox retired from the 
Marines in 1993 with decorations including the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart. 

After retirement, Col. Fox served as the 
Deputy Commandant of First Battalion in the 
Corps of Cadets at Virginia Tech. Col. Fox au-
thored two books: ‘‘Marine Rifleman: Forty- 
Three Years in the Corps (Memories of War)’’ 
and ‘‘Six Essential Elements of Leadership: 
Marine Corps Wisdom from a Medal of Honor 
Recipient.’’ I am honored to have known Wes 
and to have served as a witness to the count-
less lives he touched through his selfless serv-
ice and leadership. He is survived by his wife, 
Dottie; three daughters; four brothers; four sis-
ters; and nine grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and 
countless others as we recognize the many 
contributions of Colonel Wesley L. Fox. 
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HONORING MARJORIE DICKINSON, 
UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CALI-
FORNIA, DAVIS (UC DAVIS) 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the distinguished career of Mar-

jorie Dickinson, a tireless advocate for Cali-
fornia higher education. Since 1987, Marjorie 
has served as the Assistant Chancellor for 
Government and Community Relations for the 
University of California, Davis. As the first per-
son to be appointed to the position, her impact 
on shaping the university’s Government and 
Community Relations program cannot be un-
derstated. 

Marjorie and her team serve to represent 
UC Davis to local, state, and federal govern-
ment officials, advocating for the university 
community on a wide array of issues. Her 
work has cultivated positive relationships with-
in the local community while also balancing a 
national perspective, helping UC Davis con-
tinue to be a leader in the field of higher edu-
cation whose impact is truly global. 

A product of the University of California sys-
tem herself, having graduated from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, Marjorie has also 
served with the California Post-Secondary 
Education Commission. Her entire career is a 
testament to her dedication to higher edu-
cation in our state, and her passion for the 
University of California is constantly on dis-
play. 

Marjorie’s remarkable tenure is coming to 
an end, but she is preparing to embark on the 
next phase of her life: a well-earned retire-
ment. We want to express our sincere grati-
tude to Marjorie for her three decades of serv-
ice, and we are joined by the entire UC Davis 
community in wishing her nothing but the best 
for the future. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF HAROLD 
‘‘BABE’’ ERDOS 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to remember the life of Harold ‘‘Babe’’ Erdos 
who died on July 21, 2017 after a long battle 
with cancer. Babe lived in Morristown, Ohio 
with his wife Sue. 

Babe was a third-generation coal miner and 
a union man. He was a union member for 46 
years and United Mine Worker of America 
member for 43 years with Local Union 1304. 
After working underground for many years, he 
joined the staff of the United Mine Workers of 
America (UMWA) as a union organizer. In this 
position, he used his family’s stories and ex-
periences to advocate for miners. In 1983, he 
became actively involved in the political com-
ponent of UMWA where he worked to influ-
ence legislators and to inform miners about 
legislation that would affect them. Even after 
retirement, he remained actively involved in 
the political action of the union. Babe consid-
ered this group of miners as a family rather 
than simply a profession. While Babe is per-
haps most known for his work with the coal 
miners, he also served in the United States 
Army during the Vietnam War and later in life 
he was elected Mayor of his hometown of 
Cadiz, Ohio. 

But above all, Babe was a dedicated hus-
band, father, union member, and member of 
the community. Those who had the pleasure 
of knowing him spoke of his character and 
commitment to representing working class 
people. He is remembered as a man who 
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