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skills and creativity in designing and 
building their apps. 

Because of STEM education, students 
are not only learning critical techno-
logical skills that will serve them in 
the future, but they are creating the 
next generation of apps, software pro-
grams, and more—possibly, the next IT 
company. 

Supporting STEM education gives 
our students an opportunity to become 
leaders in the field that positively im-
pacts America and the world alike. 

f 

IMPEACH PRESIDENT TRUMP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I enjoy the preeminent 
privilege of standing in the well of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. I do not take lightly the oppor-
tunity that the people of this country 
have afforded me. 

Mr. Speaker, the topic that I will ad-
dress today is not the one that I had in 
mind when contemplating this mo-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been moved by 
the words of a father—a father who 
spoke this morning on national tele-
vision; a father who talked about his 
daughter and how his daughter had 
been a victim of bigotry; a father who 
talked about how his daughter had 
been spoken of in terms that were un-
true; and a father who had been led to 
believe, he himself, that his daughter 
could be changed. 

He went to various professionals to 
try to seek help because his daughter 
was a lesbian, and they discovered that 
this was who she was, Mr. Speaker. 
This was not some charade, not some 
facade, not some disease, this was who 
she was. This is who God created, Mr. 
Speaker. 

And the saddest part of this story, 
Mr. Speaker, is that it doesn’t have a 
happy ending. Because of bigotry and 
the way people have been misled, this 
daughter took her life. 

I literally had tears well up in my 
eyes as I heard the story. I am sad-
dened by what happened, and I am sad-
dened to know that a person associated 
with that bigotry may find his way to 
the Senate of the United States of 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, people ask: What harm 
does it do to allow bigotry to emanate 
from the highest offices in this coun-
try? 

There is some of your evidence, Mr. 
Bigotry, and those who perpetrate it. 
There is some of your evidence of how 
it can be harmful. 

But there is more evidence. 
When you speak ill of people who are 

exercising their constitutional right to 
protest, and you call their mothers 
dogs when you call them SOBs, you are 
creating harm to society, especially 
when it emanates from the highest of-
fice in the land. 

What harm does it cause to society 
when you associate the majesty and 

the dignity of the Presidency with 
those who would go to Charlottesville 
screaming ‘‘blood and soil,’’ pro-
claiming, ‘‘Jews will not replace us.’’ 
When you associate the majesty and 
the dignity of the Presidency with 
these people, you are doing harm to so-
ciety, Mr. Speaker. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I will answer the 
question that has been posed. It is a 
question that I think is a fair one and 
ought to be answered. Here is the an-
swer. You will surmise what the ques-
tion is by virtue of my giving the an-
swer. The answer is: there will be an-
other vote to impeach this President. 
There will be another vote because I 
will not stand by and watch this coun-
try, the country I love, be brought into 
shame and disrepute because of a per-
son who is unfit to hold the office of 
President. 

Mr. Speaker, history will judge us 
all. For those who find that this is un-
acceptable and unbearable, I am sorry, 
but the country is greater than we are. 
Government of the people, by the peo-
ple, is greater than we are. Maintain-
ing and saving the Republic is greater 
than we are, in one sense, but, in an-
other sense, it really is who we are. 

I have a tie on that says: We, the peo-
ple. We, the people, we are the ones 
who can make a difference. There will 
be another vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
reads like a page out of George Orwell’s 
‘‘1984:’’ spies, secret courts, and 
searches of Americans without a war-
rant. It is clear: Big Brother is watch-
ing us. 

Most Americans may not be fully 
aware of what is taking place behind 
closed doors of government spy agen-
cies, but the reality is our government 
is spying on ordinary, everyday Ameri-
cans. 

How? 
Through an old piece of legislation, 

originally signed into law by President 
Carter in 1978, called the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act, or FISA. 

FISA allows our government to spy 
on foreign agents, including terrorists, 
primarily overseas. The government 
collects all of this information and 
puts it into a database. If they want to 
use or search the database, they go to 
a secret court, and that court issues a 
secret warrant to search the database. 

This court operates behind closed 
doors and issues those secret warrants 
to go after—remember—bad guys over-
seas. 

As the subcommittee chairman of 
terrorism, I have no problem with our 
government going after terrorists who 
seek to harm Americans. 

What I do have a problem with, Mr. 
Speaker, is the government uses these 
databases that they seize and then 
looks in those databases about Ameri-
cans and their activities, violating 
their Fourth Amendment rights be-
cause they don’t have a warrant to go 
into these databases to look for Ameri-
cans. Remember, they are searching for 
terrorists. 

Here is what happens: While seizing 
the communications of a suspected for-
eign agent—maybe an al-Qaida ter-
rorist talking to another al-Qaida ter-
rorist—the government, incidentally, 
picks up communications of American 
citizens. These communications may 
not have anything to do with ter-
rorism. 

This data is kept. The government 
puts it in their database, and they say 
it is legal. This information on Ameri-
cans was seized based on this secret 
warrant of foreigners issued by a FISA 
judge. 

Occasionally, the government then 
decides to go into this database that 
was inadvertently seized—as they call 
it—without a Fourth Amendment war-
rant on Americans, and checks to see 
how many times an American name, or 
other identifying information, comes 
up. If they find something, they use 
this data on the American citizen. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, they still don’t 
have a warrant to search Americans’ 
information, even if it was incidentally 
collected. 

They search this database to see, for 
example, if Bobby Oglethorpe is com-
mitting a crime in the United States, 
maybe having nothing to do with ter-
rorism. Maybe it is a robbery, maybe it 
is an IRS fraud, maybe it violates 
other laws of the United States. But, 
remember, they are looking for that 
without a warrant. 

They seize the information, and, 
quite frankly, we don’t know how 
many times they seize this information 
on Americans. 

Our Judiciary Committee has contin-
ually asked the intelligence commu-
nity: How many times have you 
searched? They refuse to tell us how 
many searches and seizures there are 
on Americans in that database. 

Very suspicious, isn’t it, Mr. Speak-
er? 

According to The Washington Post, 
90 percent of the account holders, 
whose communications were collected, 
were not targets. The bad guys over-
seas, they were Americans: 90 percent 
of them. 

Nearly half of the surveillance files 
contained names, email addresses, and 
other details that the NSA marked as 
belonging to American citizens or resi-
dents. 

So, what information are they get-
ting? 

They get communications, texts, and 
emails. 

Without a warrant, remember, secret 
courts issuing secret warrants, and 
they don’t tell anybody about it. 
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