
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9796 December 12, 2017 
Under section 702 of the FISA legisla-

tion, this warrantless search of Ameri-
cans is legal. But this, in my opinion, 
violates the U.S. Constitution. 

As a former judge, I am very con-
cerned about the loss of our Fourth 
Amendment right of privacy in the 
United States, based on this unconsti-
tutional law. The Fourth Amendment 
is sacred to this country and to the 
Founders who drafted it. It is up to 
Congress to uphold Americans’ Fourth 
Amendment rights. 

Despite intense debate in the House 
Judiciary Committee, I am still con-
cerned the House leadership is planning 
to reintroduce and reauthorize the 
FISA legislation and not have these re-
forms to protect Americans’ privacy. A 
reauthorization of FISA with weak lan-
guage only seeks to put Americans’ 
privacy at stake and violates the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Any 702 reauthorization should sim-
ply require that if you want to look at 
the data that was incidentally seized 
on Americans, get a search warrant or 
stay out of that data; otherwise, it vio-
lates the Constitution. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge Americans to sign up for their 
health insurance by this Friday, at 
midnight, if they haven’t already done 
so for the 2018 year. This Friday, De-
cember 15, is the deadline to sign up for 
open enrollment for them and for their 
family. 

b 1045 

If you don’t do that, you won’t have 
a chance, really, to buy that health in-
surance next year. If you haven’t al-
ready bought your health insurance for 
2018, to get details about available 
plans, please visit the website, 
healthcare.gov, or call 1–800–318–2596— 
that is healthcare.gov, or 1–800–318– 
2596. You will actually get to talk to a 
real person. 

In order to get in touch with some-
one local who can help you sign up for 
insurance in your own area, you call 
that same number, 1–800–318–2596, or 
you can go to the website that is called 
localhelp.healthcare.gov— 
localhelp.healthcare.gov. 

Health insurance is vital. It can pro-
tect us from astronomical cost when a 
serious accident or illness occurs, be-
cause the average cost of a 3-day hos-
pital stay is $30,000. A broken leg, on 
average, costs $7,500. Having a baby, on 
average, in States like Ohio, costs 
$6,000. 

Health insurance is your lifeline. It 
helps protect you and your family from 
unexpected costs and, frankly, possible 
bankruptcy, because over two-thirds of 
people in our country that go bankrupt 
do so because of health bills they can’t 
pay. 

What happens is, if they have a 
house, they lose the house. It is con-
fiscated to pay the medical bills. They 
lose their credit rating. It is a terrible 
thing that happens to people when they 
get sick, and it is just a roll of the dice 
on who is going to get cancer, who is 
going to get appendicitis, who is going 
to become ill, who is going to be hit in 
a hit-and-run accident around this 
country. 

Coverage choices are affordable on 
these exchanges, and, in many cases, fi-
nancial help is available. During last 
year’s enrollment period, believe it or 
not, 8 in 10 people qualified for finan-
cial help. For most people, that meant 
they could find insurance premiums for 
as little as $100 a month or less. 

For example, CareNet, a provider 
network in Ohio, recently helped to en-
roll a gentleman who has cancer and 
was previously uninsured. Can you 
imagine that? Who can afford these in-
fusions? This man spent an entire year 
without oncology treatment and cer-
tainly needs multiple surgeries now. 
Because of the Affordable Care Act and 
through the help of CareNet, he found 
a plan that costs $100 a month. He 
thought he would have to pay much 
more, but he will now be able to begin 
treatment at the beginning of 2018. 
Thank God he got coverage. 

Actually, many working people can 
qualify for Medicaid. For example, a 
family of four earning $33,000 in Ohio 
can get coverage through Medicaid. 
Please know you can apply for and en-
roll in Medicaid at any time of the 
year. Even if you don’t have health in-
surance, you should definitely look 
into that if you do not have health in-
surance. 

Every American is required to have 
health insurance through their em-
ployer—but a lot of employers don’t 
provide it—through Medicare, Med-
icaid, or through purchase of plans on 
the individual marketplace. Health in-
surance provides you and your family 
with health security and piece of mind, 
paying costs when you need medical 
care. 

The marketplace provides access to 
quality and affordable health coverage, 
which requires insurers to cover cer-
tain benefits such as prescriptions, 
emergency care, mental healthcare, 
and preventive services. It is important 
to highlight that more than 68 million 
people rely on Medicaid, and 9 million 
children rely on the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program. 

Now, Republicans in Congress have 
let the children’s program lapse. Unfor-
tunately, Federal funding for that pro-
gram helps over 220,000 children in 
Ohio, and 73 days ago, the Republican 
Congress said: Sorry, America’s chil-
dren, we are going to put you on hold 
for the moment. 

Whether that program will be funded 
or not is all caught up in these end-of- 
year discussions that are occurring 
here at a very high level. America’s 
children should be covered with insur-
ance. 

The Republican-led Congress has also 
let Federal funding for community 
health centers, a resource critical to 
millions of our families, lapse also 
since September 30. They best restore 
that. Why hurt the American people? 
Why would you do that? 

Once again, please visit 
healthcare.gov or call 1–800–318–2596 to 
sign up for your health insurance for 
2018. Do what is responsible, and do 
what is lifegiving. 

f 

MOUNT NITTANY VINEYARD AND 
WINERY WINS BEST OF CAT-
EGORY AWARD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late a great agribusiness, a successful 
part of our number one industry in 
Pennsylvania, which is agriculture. 

One out of every seven Pennsylva-
nians owe their job directly or indi-
rectly to agriculture, and today I rise 
to congratulate one of those agri-
businesses, the Mount Nittany Vine-
yard and Winery, for winning a Best of 
Category award at this year’s Atlantic 
Seaboard Wine Association competi-
tion. Mount Nittany Vineyards and 
Winery took home one gold, six silver, 
and two bronze awards in the mid-At-
lantic competition. 

Located just 6 miles from State Col-
lege and Penn State University, Mount 
Nittany Vineyard and Winery is lo-
cated above the historic village of Lin-
den Hall. It boasts breathtaking views 
across Penns Valley to the Tussey 
Mountain range. 

Mount Nittany Vineyard and Winery 
won Best of Category for its 2016 
Geisenheim wine. Joe and Betty Car-
roll founded the winery, and it opened 
for business in 1990. Mount Nittany 
Vineyard and Winery now produces 
16,000 gallons of wine each year and 
harvests anywhere from 12 to 15 tons of 
grapes annually. 

It is now owned and managed by Joe 
and Betty’s daughter and son-in-law, 
Linda and Steve Weaver. Linda and 
Steve continue to produce award-win-
ning wines, including fruit wines out of 
locally sourced cherries, apples, blue-
berries, and raspberries. 

Mr. Speaker, proudly, Linda and 
Steve Weaver will be on Capitol Hill 
tomorrow for the Atlantic Seaboard 
Wine Association awards ceremony. I 
wholeheartedly congratulate the Wea-
vers on this outstanding recognition. I 
wish them the best as they continue to 
grow, make, and produce their fine 
wines in Centre County. 

APPLAUDING CONTINE CORPORATION ON OSHA 
DESIGNATION 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the exceptional achievement of 
Contine Corporation in Erie, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Contine Corporation is a manufac-
turer of mechanical and 
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electromechanical assemblies built to 
customer specifications. In its more 
than three decades in operation, it has 
expanded the facility three times, ac-
quired a plastic injection molding busi-
ness, and developed quality employees 
and suppliers to serve its customers. 

Recently, Contine Corporation re-
ceived approval from the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, or 
OSHA, as a SHARP participant. 
SHARP stands for Safety and Health 
Achievement Recognition Program. 
This is one of the highest honors OSHA 
awards to a worksite. 

Since 1995, OSHA has been recog-
nizing small business worksites that 
have shown a continuous commitment 
to improving the safety and health of 
their workplace through the OSHA 
Consultation Program. Fewer than 
1,600 worksites across the country cur-
rently share the honor of SHARP rec-
ognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Con-
stance Ellrich, owner of the Contine 
Corporation; safety manager, Randall 
Groves; and the entire Contine work-
force for its dedication to workforce 
safety. 

Ensuring a safe and healthy working 
environment protects a business’ via-
bility, and, most importantly, it pro-
tects American workers. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 53 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 
AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God, Father of us all, we give You 

thanks for giving us another day. Ever 
faithful to Your promises, we ask Your 
presence with Your people, now and 
forever. 

The sun grows dim and the daylight 
is measured. In the darkness, phantoms 
loom. The eye cannot discern as the 
distance fades. Be for us light. 

Help the Members of Congress make 
clear judgments that will propel us 
into a blessed future. Remove any 
shadowy cloud so that they might fol-
low the patterns of Your inspirations. 

O Lord of the ages, ever faithful to 
Your promises, be with us throughout 
these waning days of the session, and 
may all that is done in the people’s 
House be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-

ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WESTERMAN led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING GREG ALIA DAY 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful to recognize 
that this Thursday, December 14, is 
Greg Alia Day: a day to recognize law 
enforcement and their families for 
their dedication in promoting the pro-
tection of American families. 

I appreciate the hard work and devo-
tion of Kassy Alia in recognizing her 
husband in such a positive way with 
Greg Alia Day, truly giving back to the 
community and recognizing his service 
to the American people. 

Greg was a fine young man and also 
a 7-year veteran of the Forest Acres 
Police Department. I was fortunate to 
have the privilege to travel with Greg 
and Boy Scout Troop 100 of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Columbia to 
Philmont Scout Ranch at Cimarron, 
New Mexico. I learned then what a 
dedicated person he was. 

His legacy and courage will live on 
through the great work of his wife, 
Kassy; his son, Sal; and his parents, Dr. 
Richard and Alexis Alia. 

To the many law enforcement and 
families across the country: We thank 
you for your service, dedication, and 
sacrifice, which I saw over the weekend 
with Sheriff Michael Hunt from Aiken, 
Sheriff Leon Lott from Richland, and 
Sheriff Jay and Kim Koon from Lex-
ington. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
God bless the memory and service of 
Greg Alia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GRAYDON CARTER 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize the career of Hall of Fame 
Magazine Editor Graydon Carter. 

Graydon Carter is one of the great 
journalists of our time. He retires 
today after 25 years as the editor at 

Vanity Fair. He cofounded and was edi-
tor of Spy magazine, as well as the New 
York Observer. At Vanity Fair, he gave 
a venue to writers like Michael Lewis; 
Dominick Dunne; and Christopher 
Hitchens, one of the great journalists 
of our time. 

Upon Christopher Hitchens’ passing, 
Graydon said he was a wit, a charmer, 
and a troublemaker; and to those who 
knew him well, he was a gift from— 
dare I say it—God. 

From his beginnings at Spy magazine 
and through his days at the New York 
Observer and Vanity Fair, he pointed 
out the shortcomings of Donald Trump. 
He gave him the epithet: short-fingered 
vulgarian. 

For that and much more, Graydon 
Carter will be remembered as a great 
journalist, a great human being, a 
great raconteur, and a great friend. 

f 

GUNNERY SERGEANT DALE 
SIGLER 

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Gunnery Sergeant Dale 
Sigler from Moundsville, West Vir-
ginia. 

Dale’s life has been one of leadership 
and service to his community and 
country. At the age of 17, during the 
height of World War II, he got his par-
ents’ permission and enlisted in the 
United States Navy, even before he had 
finished high school. He served in the 
Navy until 1946 before returning home 
to finish his education. Upon gradua-
tion, he then joined the Marines and 
led an exemplary military career as a 
gunnery sergeant. 

Dale retired after 20 years of military 
service, but his desire to serve the com-
munity didn’t stop there. He went on 
to serve as a chaplain for the local 
chapters of The American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and Marine 
Corps League. He was recently awarded 
a Lifetime Achievement Award for his 
dedicated service. 

Gunnery Sergeant Sigler, we salute 
you and offer you our deepest grati-
tude. You, sir, are truly a great Amer-
ican. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican tax scam will raise taxes on 36 
million middle class Americans, under-
mine Medicare, and explode the deficit. 
It will saddle our children and grand-
children with more than $1 trillion in 
additional debt simply to pay for an 
unnecessary, un-American, unconscion-
able tax cut for millionaires, billion-
aires, special interests, corporations, 
and big donors. 
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