December 12, 2017

raising the caliber of opportunity of
different types of employees, which are
very important. The patent office is a
skilled entity, and clearly, this gives a
greater opportunity for those individ-
uals to work in places beyond Wash-
ington, D.C.

I also think it is important to note
that telework is advancing, and it
should not be considered less work
than anyone who is at an office. I
would hope that, as we look at legisla-
tion dealing with telework, that
telework would not diminish the bene-
fits that an employee gets and they
would not be distinguished because
they are working at home, if it was al-
lowed, versus in an office.

So I think this is an important re-
sponsibility of the Oversight Com-
mittee, and clearly, I rise to support
that. Keeping in mind that the House
Judiciary Committee and the House
Oversight Committee have worked to-
gether on a number of issues, I might
just comment on, I think, an element
that needs the cooperation of the Judi-
ciary Committee as well.

I think, today, many of us heard of a
statement being offered by the Oval Of-
fice. I would like to read part of it into
the RECORD. It deals with the standards
of accountability and protocol and de-
corum. It was sent by the Oval Office.

“Lightweight Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand, a total flunky for Chuck Schu-
mer and someone who would come to
my office ‘begging’ for campaign con-
tributions not so long ago (and would
do anything for them), is now in the
ring fighting against . . .”’—I will just
say the Oval Office.

This requires oversight of the appro-
priate committees because it is a ques-
tion of protocol, dignity of the office.

I would offer to say, as a woman, I
am outraged that these comments were
made. I don’t know what it means to
say ‘‘would do anything.” We all know
that we do not have public finance, and
members of various parties and levels
of government raise fundraising dollars
to communicate to their constituents.
I would imagine that they go to any
number of individuals who live in their
State.
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I think that Senator GILLIBRAND ob-
viously went to an individual who lived
in her State, but to silence a sitting
Senator on her expression of outrage
over treatment of women and to utilize
a theme that has been used for decades
regarding how women rise—this is the
larger question, how women rise.

Are they Ph.D.’s? Are they law en-
forcement? Are they secretaries or doc-
tors? Are they teachers? Are they in
businesses in Hollywood? Are they in
aviation? How do they rise?

This squarely talks about, overall,
all women and, frankly, I think it is
important, in an oversight capacity,
that the women who have asked to be
heard as it relates to issues of the Oval
Office should be heard, as all, in a proc-
ess of combining committees, such as
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Oversight and Judiciary. That is our
appropriate protocol.

All that I have said, I have always
said that these issues should be allowed
the appropriate investigation and due
process, and that, I think, would be
what the American people would want
us to do.

So I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding. I could not be on the floor,
and I would be remiss, if I did not bring
to the attention of my colleagues the
dastardly comment that does not fit
the office and, really, characterizes
women, American women, since this is
an issue and a statement made here in
the United States, characterizes
women in a highly inappropriate man-
ner; and a professional colleague in an
equal branch of government to be cas-
tigated by the Oval Office, I think an
apology is warranted.

But I think an investigation is war-
ranted for those women who have made
allegations who have yet, to date, been
heard, and I might add, they have yet,
to date, been sued, so they have not
had their day in court to be able to an-
swer any such allegations.

I hope that our respective chair-
persons and committees will inves-
tigate this in the most appropriate way
forward.

And any woman that is of a genera-
tion of this time, millennials or other
women, have had the allegations made
against them that the only way they
have risen is because they have acted
in a certain manner, I don’t think that
that is appropriate and appropriate de-
corum.

With that, I support this legislation.
I look forward to the answer to our re-
quest for full hearings on these women
who have to have their say and to be
heard regarding the protocols of the
Oval Office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman and Members of the body are
reminded to refrain from engaging in
personalities against Members of the
Senate.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4171, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONVERSE VETERANS POST
OFFICE BUILDING
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1208) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
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cated at 9155 Schaefer Road, Converse,
Texas, as the ‘‘Converse Veterans Post
Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1208

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONVERSE VETERANS POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 9155
Schaefer Road, Converse, Texas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Converse Vet-
erans Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Converse Veterans
Post Office Building’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.
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Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1208, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR). The
bill names the United States Post Of-
fice at 9155 Schaefer Road in Converse,
Texas, after the veterans from Con-
verse. H.R. 1208 honors the veterans of
Converse, Texas, for their service to
this Nation.

I look forward to hearing more about
the brave exploits of the Converse vet-
erans from my colleague and the bill’s
sponsor, Representative HENRY
CUELLAR.

In the meantime, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in consideration of H.R.
1208, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Post Office located
at 9155 Schaefer Road in Converse,
Texas, as the Converse Veterans Post
Office Building.

Every day, brave men and women in
our military make great sacrifices to
defend this Nation and protect our
freedom. While we can never repay
them for their service, naming the Con-
verse Post Office in their honor is the
least we can do.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
and name this post office so that we
might recognize the selfless service of
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our veterans and honor the sacrifices
they have made for this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, urge the passage
of H.R. 1208, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to make the gentlewoman
from Florida aware that I have no fur-
ther speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Florida for
yielding and for her leadership on this
issue dealing with veterans.

I also want to thank my friend from
Montana for his leadership in support
of veterans across the Nation.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to present
H.R. 1208, which will rename the post
office facility in my district as the
Converse Veterans Post Office Build-
ing.

Across my district, I have fine men
and women of all walks of life that
have honorably served our country. It
is critical that we honor their service
and their dedication to our Nation.

Converse alone is home to over 3,000
veterans, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau. Dedicating this post office to
our veterans will serve as an enduring
reminder of the sacrifices that our
friends, our neighbors, our families
have made while serving their country.
These individuals put country ahead of
self, and I am proud to recognize them
with the dedicating of this post office
facility.

Today, I want to acknowledge one
sacrifice from one individual; that is an
individual from Converse, Texas, a vet-
eran by the name of Quintin E. Cain.
Mr. Cain served 23 years in the Army
as a medic, where he would receive nu-
merous medals and recognitions.

After being honorably discharged, he
continued to serve the country, his
country, by using the medical training
that he had to train combat medic stu-
dents as a civilian. We owe our freedom
to veterans such as Mr. Cain, which is
why I am recognizing him and, of
course, the other veterans, by dedi-
cating this post office. He is just one
example of many veterans who have
made countless sacrifices for their
country in the face of danger.

The bravery and the commitment of
our veterans to our Nation dem-
onstrates what it really means to be an
American, the essence of being an
American.

I would also like to take a moment
to thank the veterans organizations
throughout my district for their tire-
less work in providing care to our vet-
erans when they need it. There are
good men and women who work hard
and provide that care to our veterans.
Let us remember and express gratitude
to these courageous people, the vet-
erans, their families, as well as their
care providers.
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In the words of President John F.
Kennedy, when he said, ‘“A nation re-
veals itself not only by the men it pro-
duces, but also by the men it honors
and the men it remembers’—and I
would like to add, and women also—
correct President John F. Kennedy.

This bill allows us to show our appre-
ciation for the veterans, the men and
women of Converse, Texas, and across
the Nation, and make sure that their
service and sacrifice to our country is
not forgotten.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1208.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SERGEANT JOHN BASILONE POST
OFFICE

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2815) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 30 East Somerset Street in
Raritan, New Jersey, as the ‘‘Sergeant
John Basilone Post Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2815

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT JOHN BASILONE POST OF-
FICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 30
East Somerset Street in Raritan, New Jer-
sey, shall be known and designated as the
‘“‘Sergeant John Basilone Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant John
Basilone Post Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2815, introduced by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. LANCE).
The bill names the United States Post
Office at 30 East Somerset Street in
Raritan, New Jersey, after Sergeant
John Basilone.

Sergeant Basilone was among the
first wave of marines to storm the
shores of Iwo Jima on February 19,
1945. I thank Representative LANCE for
introducing this bill to pay tribute to
the life and sacrifice of Sergeant
Basilone.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) to explain his
bill.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor an American hero and a
proud son of New Jersey, Gunnery Ser-
geant John Basilone, and I offer this
bill to name the post office in Raritan,
New Jersey, in his honor.

Gunnery Sergeant Basilone is an ex-
emplar of brave service in our Armed
Forces, and a member of the Greatest
Generation, whose collective bravery
and selflessness won World War II and
liberated millions from oppression.

In Congress, there are many actions
we take to honor and remember those
who serve our Nation. These com-
mendations matter. Younger genera-
tions ask whose name is inscribed on
monuments and flag posts or on Fed-
eral properties; and in retelling these
stories, we inspire young Americans to
appreciate the generations that came
before in public service.

Sergeant Basilone, indeed, has a tre-
mendous story. Born on November 4,
1916, in Buffalo, New York, he was 1 of
10 siblings born to Salvatore and Dora
Basilone. His father, an immigrant
from Italy, and his mother, a native of
Manville, New Jersey, decided to raise
their family in the Somerset County,
New Jersey, Borough of Raritan.

At just barely 18 years of age, a
young Basilone decided to enlist in the
United States Army in the 1930s. He
would begin his military career with a
tour of the Philippines.

In the Army, he was popular, ex-
tremely well-liked. He boxed and con-
tributed to a sense of camaraderie that
put the young men who were a world
away from home at ease. He would
later be honorably discharged from the
Army and return home.

But in 1940, the trumpet summoned
him again, and he re-enlisted, this time
in the Marines. He would be dispatched
to the height of battle in the Pacific
theater.

Sergeant Basilone and many fellow
marines were part of Operation Watch-
tower to regain territory in Guadal-
canal, the site of a Japanese airfield.
On August 7, 1942, the group took the
airfield and defended it bravely from
Japanese attempts to reconquer the
territory.

In October of 1942, the Japanese
began another land attack to regain
control of Guadalcanal. Sergeant
Basilone fought bravely for 2 days and
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