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commonsense legislation that will save 
American lives. She knows all too well 
the cost that gun violence takes on our 
communities and on our families. Like 
many who serve in this House, she is 
someone who has attended funerals, 
comforted, and continues to comfort so 
many grieving mothers and fathers be-
cause of gun violence. 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Ms. KELLY for yielding. Ms. 
KELLY has been such a stalwart voice 
for all who are all too often forgotten 
in what we are seeing happen in this 
country, a voice for those who are not 
lost, because sometimes we say ‘‘lost 
to gun violence.’’ These are not lives 
that are lost. These are lives that are 
ripped from us, taken from us, brutally 
ended. 

In the 5 years since the horrific 
shootings in Newtown, Connecticut, in 
my district, 170,000 Americans have 
been taken from us, sons and daughters 
of this great country, 170,000 souls. 

We should just reflect on that, what 
that means, what each and every one of 
those people might have done if they 
had lived. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
KELLY for being a tireless voice, which 
we need in these challenging times. 

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago tonight, it 
was cold and snowy in Connecticut. 
The families of Newtown had picked up 
their children from school. They were 
getting ready for the holidays. It was 
already snowy and cold, no one having 
any thought on December 12 that, in 2 
days, their lives—and America’s lives— 
would be changed by the reality of 
what gun violence has done and is 
doing to this country. 

So, tonight, I want to read the names 
of the 20 children and six educators 
who were brutally gunned down and 
murdered in Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Connecticut: 

Charlotte Bacon, Daniel Barden, Ra-
chel D’Avino, Olivia Engel, Josephine 
Gay, Ana Marquez-Greene, Dylan 
Hockley, Dawn Hochsprung, Madeleine 
Hsu, Catherine Hubbard, Chase 
Kowalski, Jesse Lewis, James Mattioli, 
Grace McDonnell, Anne Marie Murphy, 
Emilie Parker, Jack Pinto, Noah 
Pozner, Caroline Previdi, Jessica 
Rekos, Avielle Richman, Lauren Rous-
seau, Mary Sherlach, Victoria Soto, 
Benjamin Wheeler, and Allison Wyatt. 

Mr. Speaker, we can and we must do 
better in this great country. We must 
do better for all those who have been 
taken from us. We must do better by 
taking action in this, the people’s 
House. 

The people are watching, the people 
are waiting, and they deserve that we 
do our best—and not to honor only 
with words and silence and prayers, im-
portant as those are, but to honor, even 
more importantly, by taking action to 
save future lives. 

Again, my thanks and my admiration 
to Representative KELLY for her ex-
traordinary leadership and persistence. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Congresswoman ESTY for her 

words, her commitment, and her voice 
in making sure that those 26 lives will 
never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I 
have been reading names for nearly 
half an hour, and we still have stacks 
and stacks of names—the names of 
Americans taken by gun violence—to 
still read. And, tragically, every day 
the list of names grows and grows as 
we do nothing to stop it. 

Children are murdered in their kin-
dergarten classroom and we remain si-
lent. Mothers and their children are 
killed in Cracker Barrel parking lots 
and we still do not act. 

Hadiya Pendleton, a smart, charm-
ing, and talented young woman who 
performed at Barack Obama’s inau-
guration has been resting for nearly 5 
years. How much longer must she wait, 
Mr. Speaker? 

Country concerts, nightclubs, and 
even a congressional baseball practice 
have been shooting galleries, and the 
majority callously often calls for 
thoughts and prayers and moments of 
silence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to crawl out 
from under the gun lobby checkbook 
and do something—anything—to save 
American lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank my good friend and colleague, Con-
gresswoman ROBIN KELLY for tonight’s special 
order hour on gun violence. 

Congresswoman KELLY is a stalwart leader 
against gun violence and serves as a visible, 
out-front advocate for putting an end to the 
gun violence epidemic. 

Far too many children, families, and com-
munities have been devastated and destroyed 
by a gun inappropriately in the hands of a 
shooter. 

We have seen far too many deaths, too 
many young African-Americans with guns, too 
many killed by guns. 

My district in Central Ohio has seen an 
alarming rise in gun violence. 

Just this week, Columbus saw its 130th 
homicide of the year, which is closing in on an 
all-time record. 

We can and must do better. 
I stand with Congresswoman KELLY in her 

relentless efforts, calling on the Congress to 
honor victims through action. 

We can join together to pass commonsense 
gun laws—background checks; no fly-no buy; 
and safety locks. 

Gun violence is a health epidemic—one that 
we cannot address in isolation. 

We must fund mental health programs, we 
must address the needs of urban commu-
nities, and we must provide sustainable com-
munity and economic development initiatives 
to reduce violence—like community policing 
coupled with commonsense gun reforms. 

Tonight, Congresswoman KELLY puts a face 
on the victims of gun violence. I join and sa-
lute her for reading the names of victims. 

As we read the names, let us remember 
that, gun violence isn’t a Democrat or Repub-
lican issue—it is an American issue requiring 
an American solution. 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 447. An act to require reporting on acts 
of certain foreign countries on Holocaust era 
assets and related issues; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 24 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, December 13, 2017, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3367. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Ap-
proval and Promulgation of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; Maryland; Nonattain-
ment New Source Review Requirements for 
the 2008 8-Hour Ozone Standard [EPA-R03- 
OAR-2017-0398; FRL-9971-14-Region 3] re-
ceived November 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3368. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Ap-
proval and Promulgation of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; Maryland; 2011 Base 
Year Inventory for the 2008 8-Hour Ozone Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standard for the 
Baltimore, Maryland Nonattainment Area 
[EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0396; FRL-9971-13-Region 
3] received November 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3369. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — State 
of Nebraska; Approval of Nebraska’s Air 
Quality Implementation Plan, Operating 
Permits Program, and 112(l) Program; Revi-
sion to Nebraska Administrative Code [EPA- 
R07-OAR-2017-0485; FRL-9971-15-Region 7] re-
ceived November 21, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3370. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Air 
Plan Approval; GA: Emission Reduction 
Credits [EPA-R04-OAR-2009-0226; FRL-9971- 
12-Region 4] received November 21, 2017, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

3371. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — State 
of Nebraska; Approval of Nebraska Air Qual-
ity Implementation Plans; Adoption of a 
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