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The cookies were not on the menu, nor 
were they in the kitchen, but they still 
showed up at the Chief Justice’s table, 
thanks to Steve’s quick thinking and 
resourcefulness. 

Remarkably, during his Senate serv-
ice, Steve also found the time to train 
and compete in 18 marathons. He has 
qualified and run the Boston Marathon 
seven times, and I hear that more mar-
athons are in his future. 

On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues, I wish to express our deep af-
fection and gratitude to Steve Johnson 
for his 22 years of faithful service to 
the U.S. Senate. We will miss him dear-
ly. We wish Steve and Joanne, his wife 
of 32 years, a happy and healthy retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE JOHN G. 
HEYBURN II INITIATIVE FOR EX-
CELLENCE IN THE FEDERAL JU-
DICIARY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

today I wish to commemorate a 
groundbreaking program in my home 
State, the John G. Heyburn II Initia-
tive for Excellence in the Federal Judi-
ciary at the University of Kentucky. 
As I will explain, the initiative, under 
the leadership of my dear friend, Dr. 
Martha Heyburn, is both a testament 
to its namesake and a powerful rep-
resentation of its leader. Through its 
work, this program will benefit and 
educate our citizens, students, and 
members of the Federal judiciary. 

Judge John G. Heyburn II served on 
the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Kentucky for more than two 
decades. During his distinguished time 
on the bench, John excelled as a schol-
ar, a jurist, and a public servant. He 
was a man of intellectual curiosity, 
which could be seen in his work and his 
relationships. In addition to his efforts 
in the Western District, Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist appointed John to 
serve on the Budget Committee of the 
U.S. Judicial Conference in 1994. John 
eventually became the committee’s 
chairman in 1997, where he was respon-
sible for working with Congress to set 
the budget for the Federal judiciary. In 
2007, Chief Justice John Roberts ap-
pointed him to chair the Judicial Panel 
on Multidistrict Litigation, a body 
tasked with promoting efficiency and 
consistency in litigation across the 
Federal courts. 

During his career on the Federal 
bench, Judge Heyburn lived out a vi-
sion, in his words, ‘‘to ever improve the 
legal system considered the envy of the 
world.’’ Through each of his roles, John 
sought to continue the development 
and improvement of the Federal judici-
ary, understanding that the quality of 
justice was inexorably tied to sound 
administration. 

Throughout his life, I was proud to 
call John my friend. Like so many oth-
ers who knew and cared for him, I was 
heartbroken by his passing in April of 
2015. 

After John’s death, his wife, Martha, 
was left with what she called ‘‘the 

unenviable task’’ of organizing his ju-
dicial papers. She expected to find his 
books, his notes, and his memos from a 
lengthy career on the Federal bench. 
What Martha found, however, sur-
passed even her grandest expectations. 

For many of his most important 
cases, John maintained meticulous 
records of his decisions. For one case in 
particular, Martha found a collection 
of 26 drafted opinions, news clippings, 
source citations, and even the biog-
raphies of the law clerks who had 
helped John reach his final decision. 
She recalled that, during his career, 
John would work tirelessly on his opin-
ions, struggling over individual words 
or sentences to ensure he got each and 
every word just right. 

As she examined the vast quantity of 
research, documentation, and papers, 
Martha reached a conclusion that 
would ultimately inspire the establish-
ment of the Heyburn Initiative. She 
knew ‘‘this doesn’t belong in [her] 
basement.’’ Martha recognized the his-
torical importance of the documents 
she had found. She knew that these pa-
pers should be seen by wider audiences 
so future students of the law can learn 
from them and understand her hus-
band’s decisions and the decision-mak-
ing of the broader Federal judiciary. 
Martha believed that if there were any 
chance that John’s work could inspire 
a future student, it was her responsi-
bility to help make that happen. 

With this realization, Martha began 
to plan the future of the Heyburn Ini-
tiative. By organizing the papers and 
making them publically available, they 
would become the anchor of a national 
resource dedicated to understanding 
the Federal judiciary and its place in 
our democracy. Many of us are familiar 
with Presidential libraries and congres-
sional centers throughout the country, 
but this project would be distinctive in 
its study of the Federal judiciary. 

From an impressive career of service, 
John had accumulated a wealth of ma-
terials that would be of interest to 
many students and judicial research-
ers. However, Martha knew that, to 
make this new program attractive to a 
broad audience, she would need more 
papers than just those of her late hus-
band. 

Therefore, as is typical for a 
groundbreaker like Martha, she under-
stood the best way to accomplish her 
goal would be to establish an archive 
with an ambitious mission. She wanted 
to create a repository for the papers of 
every article III judge in Kentucky’s 
history that she could acquire. An un-
dertaking of this size had never been 
attempted before in judicial archiving 
in any State, but Martha knew that, if 
she could pull it off, it would be an in-
credible resource for Kentuckians and 
those who study the courts for genera-
tions to come. From the initial plan-
ning stages through today, the Initia-
tive has already obtained the papers of 
about a dozen Federal judges from Ken-
tucky, and I expect that number to 
grow. 

Next, Martha decided that, to be of 
greater benefit to future generations, 
the documents in an archive would 
need to be put in their proper context. 
One of the best ways to do that would 
be to record oral histories from policy-
makers, contemporaries, and the 
judges themselves. These interviews 
provide a personal account of the his-
tory of our Commonwealth and our Na-
tion. They are an incredible resource 
for students and researchers now and in 
the future. To date, many of the Fed-
eral judges in Kentucky have agreed to 
provide their own accounts for the ar-
chive, discussing their opinions, their 
work, and the judiciary. 

Martha chose to gather oral histories 
from other members of the Federal 
Government as well to show the inter-
actions among the three branches at 
any particular moment in time, but to 
accomplish this feat, Martha would 
need resources and a staff to make her 
vision a reality. 

She entered into an agreement with 
the University of Kentucky to host this 
portion of the Heyburn Initiative. Mar-
tha chose John’s charge, ‘‘to ever im-
prove the legal system considered the 
envy of the world,’’ to be the initia-
tive’s mission statement, and I was 
proud to stand with her in Lexington in 
October of 2016 as she publically un-
veiled her vision. The initiative be-
came her effort to enshrine her hus-
band’s legacy and to inspire future gen-
erations into public service. 

With a permanent home and a vision 
for the future, the Heyburn Initiative 
launched its second component. After 
the passing of Associate Justice 
Antonin Scalia in February of 2016, 
Martha recognized a new level of 
awareness about the importance of the 
Federal courts throughout our Nation. 
That attention sparked her interest in 
developing an approachable and pro-
grammatic feature to the Heyburn Ini-
tiative by hosting speakers and con-
ferences for the benefit of students, 
current judges, and the public. 

By hosting these events in the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky, Martha 
sought to make our State a destination 
for scholars and jurists, and she has al-
ready found great success in her ef-
forts. In its first year, Martha hosted 
Chief Justice John Roberts and Asso-
ciate Justice Neil Gorsuch at the 
Heyburn Initiative in Lexington. Both 
of these renowned jurists presented 
their views on the judiciary’s par-
ticular place in our system of govern-
ment. 

During each of these visits, Martha 
ensured that the distinguished speak-
ers participated in both public events 
and in meetings with law students. Her 
aim for these carefully organized inter-
actions with some of the most influen-
tial jurists in our country was to pro-
vide an opportunity for inspiration and 
learning. She hoped that the students 
would be inspired by the speakers and, 
in turn, the speakers might be inspired 
by the students. 

Martha also views Heyburn Initiative 
events as opportunities to showcase 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:00 Dec 13, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G12DE6.031 S12DEPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES7974 December 12, 2017 
our home State. With a ‘‘uniquely Ken-
tucky’’ event, she wanted the visitors 
to remember more than just a judicial 
conference. Martha wanted the judges 
and justices to remember the culture of 
Kentucky. That is why, for example, 
when Chief Justice Roberts came to 
Lexington, she organized a group to at-
tend a University of Kentucky men’s 
basketball game, a coveted experience 
in the Commonwealth. 

In the Heyburn Initiative’s first year, 
it has already achieved much success 
and has set itself on course for a bright 
future, and the credit for all the 
achievements belongs to Martha. Her 
vision and tenacity grew this program 
from an idea into a national resource 
for students, judges, and scholars. I 
know that the Heyburn Initiative will 
continue to be a fitting legacy for John 
because Martha is leading it. 

After so many accomplishments in 1 
year, Martha has her sights set on fur-
ther growth and success. She sees the 
Heyburn Initiative as an example for 
other States—to develop a home for 
the judiciary’s rich history and an in-
spiration for its future. I would like to 
congratulate my dear friend and her 
family on her many achievements, and 
I look forward to seeing the great 
things that Martha will continue to do. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER WENDY LEWIS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Lieutenant Commander 
Wendy Lewis of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration Com-
missioned Officer Corps, who has 
served as a fellow to the Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Com-
mittee for the past 3 years. I thank 
Lieutenant Commander Lewis for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the entire committee. 

Lieutenant Commander Lewis has 
had a significant impact during her 
time as a fellow. Her expertise as a ship 
driver and manager of our Nation’s 
natural resources has meaningfully in-
formed the committee’s efforts. She 
has worked on several pieces of legisla-
tion that have become law, including 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Sexual Harassment and 
Assault Prevention Act and the Weath-
er Research and Forecasting Innova-
tion Act of 2017. Her contributions have 
enhanced the ability of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion to carry out its missions and 
bettered the lives of those who work 
there. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Lieutenant 
Commander Lewis for all of the fine 
work she has done and for her contin-
ued service to our Nation. I wish her 
success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID RADCLIFFE 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize the tremen-
dous service of David Radcliffe, who 

joined our staff as a Brookings fellow 
this year. David’s expertise in defense, 
veterans, and homeland security issues 
was invaluable, helping to ensure we 
met the needs of Maryland. David came 
to our office with a wealth of policy 
knowledge from his civilian work at 
the Department of Defense and his 
military service as an Army Ranger. 
He not only adapted quickly to his 
work in the Senate, he helped define 
his role in a new office. His versatility, 
kindness, and equanimity endeared 
him to constituents across the State. 
David was unfazed by any change in 
plans or new last-minute requests, sim-
ply responding, ‘‘Semper Gumby’’—al-
ways be flexible. His strong principles, 
willingness to pitch in wherever need-
ed, and sense of humor made him a 
great colleague and terrific staffer in 
my office. We owe him a debt of grati-
tude, and we will miss him greatly. My 
whole staff and I wish him well as he 
embarks on his next journey in service 
to our country. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1730. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for the protection of 
community centers with religious affili-
ation, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2706. An act to provide requirements 
for the appropriate Federal banking agencies 
when requesting or ordering a depository in-
stitution to terminate a specific customer 
account, to provide for additional require-
ments related to subpoenas issued under the 
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, 
and Enforcement Act of 1989, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3093. An act to amend the Volcker 
Rule to permit certain investment advisers 
to share a similar name with a private eq-
uity fund, subject to certain restrictions, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3359. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Cyber-
security and Infrastructure Security Agency 
of the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3669. An act to improve and stream-
line security procedures related to general 
aviation and commercial charter air carrier 
utilizing risk-based security standards, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1730. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for the protection of 
community centers with religious affili-
ation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 2706. An act to provide requirements 
for the appropriate Federal banking agencies 
when requesting or ordering a depository in-
stitution to terminate a specific customer 
account, to provide for additional require-
ments related to subpoenas issued under the 
Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery, 
and Enforcement Act of 1989, and for other 

purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 3093. An act to amend the Volcker 
Rule to permit certain investment advisers 
to share a similar name with a private eq-
uity fund, subject to certain restrictions, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 3359. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Cyber-
security and Infrastructure Security Agency 
of the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 3669. An act to improve and stream-
line security procedures related to general 
aviation and commercial charter air carrier 
utilizing risk-based security standards, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

*Timothy R. Petty, of Indiana, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior. 

*Linda Capuano, of Texas, to be Adminis-
trator of the Energy Information Adminis-
tration. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. 
YOUNG, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 2217. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish the Federal Advisory 
Committee on the Development and Imple-
mentation of Artificial Intelligence, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
GARDNER): 

S. 2218. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance of a Forest Service site in Dolores 
County, Colorado, to be used for a fire sta-
tion; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
RUBIO, and Mr. NELSON): 

S. 2219. A bill to reduce the number of pre-
ventable deaths and injuries caused by 
underride crashes, to improve motor carrier 
and passenger motor vehicle safety, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. 
MARKEY): 

S. 2220. A bill to provide for the develop-
ment, construction and operation of a 
backup to the Global Positioning System, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: 
S. 2221. A bill to repeal the multi-State 

plan program; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Ms. WAR-
REN): 
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