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The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Our Father in Heaven, thank You
that our life’s pilgrimage is a process
and discovery. Open our eyes today
that we may see wonderful things in
Your precepts, gaining wisdom from
Your world. Help our lawmakers to
strive to ensure that their thoughts,
words, and deeds will please You.
Today, we surrender to Your provi-
dence, trusting You to order our steps.
Lord, teach us to illuminate our world
with the wisdom of Your Divine in-
sights, so that Your will may be done
on Earth. Transform life’s deserts so
that they will blossom like roses. Bring
flowing springs to the parched grounds
of our lives, so that we may live abun-
dantly.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

NOMINATION OF JAMES HO

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
this week, the Senate is continuing to
consider President Trump’s out-
standing judicial nominees. Yesterday,
we confirmed a talented individual to

Senate

be a circuit court judge, and soon we
will confirm another. Next, we will ad-
vance the nomination of James Ho to
be a judge of the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals. Mr. Ho is another well-quali-
fied individual, and, like all of Presi-
dent Trump’s judicial nominees, he is
dedicated to upholding the rule of law
and serving as an impartial arbiter on
the bench.

Similar to Justice Willett, whom I
discussed yesterday, Mr. Ho has an in-
spirational story. Immigrating to the
United States from Taiwan at the age
of 1, he learned English by watching
“Sesame Street.” He went on to grad-
uate from the University of Chicago
Law School with high honors and
earned a clerkship with Judge Jerry E.
Smith of the Fifth Circuit. In 2001, Mr.
Ho joined the Department of Justice as
the Special Assistant to the Assistant
Attorney General for Civil Rights and
later worked in the Office of Legal
Counsel. In addition to his service in
the executive branch, he worked here
in the Senate as chief counsel for the
Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee
on the Constitution. Afterward, he
went across the street to clerk for As-
sociate Justice Clarence Thomas.

After his distinguished and successful
legal career in Washington, Mr. Ho re-
turned to Texas, joining a top law firm
and specializing in appellate litigation.
He then served as the solicitor general
of Texas, succeeding our colleague Sen-
ator TED CRUZ. It was while he was
serving in that role that he won the
Supreme Court Best Brief Award from
the National Association of Attorneys
General. He went on to earn the award
two more times. After his time in
State government, Mr. Ho returned to
his private practice firm and currently
serves as the cochair of its appellate
and constitutional law group. He has
presented oral arguments in State and
Federal courts around the country, in-
cluding the Supreme Court.

It is clear that Mr. Ho possesses im-
pressive credentials, with the experi-

ence necessary to excel on the Fifth
Circuit. He also earned the praise of
prominent Democrats who believe he
will make an excellent addition to the
Federal court.

Ron Kirk, the Obama administra-
tion’s Trade Representative and the
former mayor of Dallas, supported Mr.
Ho’s nomination to the Judiciary Com-
mittee. He wrote:

Jim possesses the temperament, integrity,
and intellect that anyone, Republican or
Democrat, should insist on in a federal
judge. He is wickedly smart, and is among
the most brilliant appellate lawyers in the
United States. If there is one thing that my
liberal and conservative colleagues agree on,
it is that Jim just has it in his DNA to be a
great judge.

A Commissioner on the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights appointed by
President Obama also recommended
Mr. Ho in a letter to the Judiciary
Committee. She knows him from his
volunteer work with the National
Asian Pacific American Bar Associa-
tion. She wrote that he ‘“‘has a strong
reputation as an intelligent, reason-
able, fair and principled lawyer.”

I would like to commend President
Trump for another very strong nomina-
tion. I would also like to express my
gratitude to Chairman GRASSLEY and
the members of the Judiciary Com-
mittee for their work to process the
President’s judicial nominees.

I look forward to advancing Mr. Ho’s
nomination soon.

————
THE INTERNET

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
one of the great advances of our time
has been the development and expan-
sion of the internet and wireless tech-
nologies. The internet connects people
across the globe in an unprecedented
way. It brings together producers and
consumers, students and educators,
and even Members of the Senate with
our constituents.

It is difficult to exaggerate the im-
pact the internet has on our society
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