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Fourth, every child should have a liv-
able skill. That means education. In
this country, we make sure every child
has free education, K-12, and we make
sure there is assistance so they can go
through a college program. If we can
work with them and help them with fi-
nancial literacy, they wouldn’t be
bound with so much debt. I think we
can help in a lot of different ways.

The fifth promise is the hardest one
to teach. It is the hardest one because
this promise is that every child should
grow up to be a loving, caring adult
and give something back. If these chil-
dren see that we don’t care and that
our priority is not healthcare and that
having a healthy start in life is not one
of our priorities, what are they going
to do when it is their turn, when they
become the responsible adults? What
are they going to do? Are they going
say: Well, you know, I don’t know, we
didn’t have too good of an example be-
cause we saw all the bickering and
fighting back and forth, politics trump-
ing everything, so I guess maybe that
is not a big priority for us.

I hope they have more discipline than
we have had here. I hope they have
more compassion, more empathy than
we have shown. That is what I hope. I
hope that we change our ways now and
make sure our failure to come together
stops and stops now and that we come
together for the CHIP program and the
healthcare for every child who depends
on this for a healthy start in life.

That is why 1 stand before you
today—to encourage my colleagues to
come together and find a solution and
protect healthcare for over 9 million
children across this country. I have
talked to families and children all
across West Virginia who are at risk of
losing their healthcare coverage.

For many families, CHIP is a tem-
porary helping hand while they are
down and out. It is a perfect example of
how, in West Virginia and in America,
we put out a hand to help those people
in need. There is a difference between a
handout and a hand-up. These people
need a hand-up when they hit hard
times.

I have a letter from a mother in West
Virginia.

I have encouraged the people of West
Virginia to put a real family, a real
face behind the challenges they have so
that it is not just something we are
speaking about in a political arena—it
is basically something that happens in
real life, and it is affecting people.

This letter comes from Annetta:

My name is Annetta, and I am the mother
of a now 18-year-old son named Dalton.
WVCHIP is important to me because when
Dalton was 15, it was discovered he had a pi-
tuitary brain tumor as well as a condition
known has Chiari malformation. If you are
not familiar, Chiari is a condition where the
brain protrudes out the back of the head,
similar to a herniated disc in the spine. Most
times, Chiari requires surgery to relieve
pressure out of the head.

I had lost my health insurance at work and
could not afford to get a private insurance
during this time. Thankfully I was approved
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for CHIP. His neurosurgeon nor his
endocrinologist ever had any issues accept-
ing CHIP; they didn’t have any issues with
authorizations for MRIs or bone scans, which
he had every few months.

I am very thankful to have had insurance
like CHIP, and I feel there are so many chil-
dren like my precious son that will suffer if
the program ends. I feel some could be detri-
mental to not only the children but also the
parents who are not eligible for Medicaid
services. We live in a state where jobs are
not so plentiful and the ones we have pay
much less than other States.

I hope WVCHIP is saved.

This is a mother reaching out, saying
that her son was saved because of
CHIP. She couldn’t afford it. She was
above the poverty guidelines. She was
working and trying to make it, and
someone told her it might be more ad-
vantageous to go on welfare. There is
still an awful lot of pride and dignity
in people’s lives. They will fight for
that dignity, and we ought to fight to
give them assistance during the tough-
est times.

I am calling on my colleagues to
right this wrong and to reauthorize
CHIP before we leave for Christmas.
There are so many deadlines we are
trying to make. I know the speed the
tax bill is moving through is because it
is a priority to get done before Christ-
mas. Even though we don’t have a cri-
sis, even though the stock market is
doing greater than ever, even though
unemployment is lower than ever,
there is a timetable at warp speed that
this is moving through. Yet we have
not addressed what we need most,
which is healthcare for our children. I
don’t know where the urgency is for
tax reform that would trump the ur-
gency and the need for healthcare for
children.

With that, I urge all of my colleagues
to please take a look at this, and let’s
correct this wrong and not go home for
Christmas until all these children have
healthcare.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Willett nomination?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 315 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Alexander Flake Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Blunt Graham Risch
Boozman Grassley Roberts
Burr Hatch Rounds
Capito Heller Rubio
Cassidy Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe
Corker Isakson Scott

Shelby
Cornyn Johnson Strange
Cotton Kennedy X
Crapo Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lee Thu'ne
Daines McConnell Tillis
Enzi Moran Toomey
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NAYS—47
Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Heitkamp Schatz
Cantyvell Hierno Schumer
gardm Eglne Shaheen
arper ing
Casey Klobuchar '?tabenow
ester
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Manchin
Donnelly Markey Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Menendez Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Franken Murphy Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Cochran McCain Murray

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of James C. Ho, of Texas, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, Richard Burr, John
Cornyn, Michael B. Enzi, Johnny Isak-
son, Chuck Grassley, Mike Crapo, Ron
Johnson, Roger F. Wicker, Marco
Rubio, Mike Rounds, Steve Daines,
Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Cory Gardner, James E. Risch, Jeff
Flake.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of James C. Ho, of Texas, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Cir-
cuit, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) and the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN).
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 316 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Alexander Flake Paul
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Capito Heitkamp Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Collins Hoeven
Corker Inhofe :iiiz
Cornyn Isakson Shelby
Cotton Johnson
Crapo Kennedy Str. apge
Cruz Lankford Sullivan
Daines Lee Thune
Donnelly McCaskill Tillis
Enzi McConnell Toomey
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young

NAYS—44
Baldwin Gillibrand Peters
Bennet Harris Reed
Blumenthal Hassan Sanders
Booker Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Stabenow
Carper Klobuchar Tester
Casey Leahy Udall
Coons Manchin Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Markey Warner
Duckworth Menendez
Durbin Merkley Wa?ren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Nelson Wyden

NOT VOTING—3

Cochran McCain Murray

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE).
On this vote, the yeas are 53, the nays
are 44.

The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of James C. Ho, of Texas,
to be United States Circuit Judge for
the Fifth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for consideration of
Calendar No. 193, the nomination of
Owen West to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense. I further ask that
there be 30 minutes of debate on the
nomination, equally divided in the
usual form; that following the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate vote
on confirmation with no intervening
action or debate; and that, if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for consideration of
Calendar No. 241, the nomination of J.
Paul Compton to be General Counsel of
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. I further ask that there
be 120 minutes of debate on the nomi-
nation, equally divided in the usual
form; that following the use or yielding
back of time, the Senate vote on con-
firmation with no intervening action
or debate; and that, if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN ERIC
BALLIET

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize and honor the
extraordinary service and sacrifice of
Captain Eric Balliet of the Fort Wayne
Fire Department. Service to his com-
munity and compassion were qualities
that defined Eric’s life.

Eric was a 19-year veteran with the
Fort Wayne Fire Department who de-
voted his life to the Fort Wayne com-
munity. A compassionate and devout
father, husband, friend, and leader,
Eric was someone whom everyone
knew and loved in the community. He
will be remembered as a hero.

On September 27, 2017, Eric was lead-
ing a training exercise. After per-
forming the physically demanding
drill, Eric suffered a heart attack and
passed away. He led the fire depart-
ment as a captain, and Fire Chief Eric
Lahey called Eric’s passing ‘‘a great
loss for the Fort Wayne fire depart-
ment.”” Lahey also said, ‘“‘He was a
good firefighter. A good man. We’re
going to miss him.” At the time of his
passing, Eric was eligible and sched-
uled for promotion to the rank of bat-
talion chief and was promoted post-
humously to that rank. He put his life
on the line so that Hoosiers could have
the chance to live in peace and safety,
and we are eternally grateful.

Eric was born and raised in Fort
Wayne. He graduated from Northrop
High School in 1994 and earned an asso-
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ciate’s degree from Ivy Tech. He not
only served his community as a fire-
fighter but also as a paramedic with
Three Rivers Ambulance Authority, a
deputy coroner with the Allen County
Coroner’s Office, captain of traffic divi-
sion in the Allen County Sheriff Re-
serves, and dean of campers at the
Great Lake Burn Camp.

Eric was a member of Pathway Chris-
tian Church. He adored his two chil-
dren and loved spending time with
them. He was known for his ability to
make anyone laugh and for his genuine
care for everyone he came across. He is
remembered for his service and sac-
rifice.

He is survived and deeply missed by
his wife, Alicia, and their twin chil-
dren, Lucas and Alyssa; father, Gail;
mother, Deborah; brother, Aaron; sis-
ter, Tina; grandparents, in-laws,
nieces, nephews, and cousins; and his
fellow firefighters. He loved his job as a
Fort Wayne firefighter, and no amount
of gratitude can repay Eric or his loved
ones for his sacrifice.

Through his compassion and his dedi-
cation to his community, Eric exempli-
fied Hoosier values. His memory will
not soon be forgotten. May God wel-
come Eric home and give comfort to
his family and friends.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MEKENNA CARMAN

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to MeKenna
Carman for her hard work as an intern
in my Washington, DC, office. I recog-
nize her efforts and contributions to
my office, as well as to the State of
Wyoming.

MeKenna is a native of Arizona. She
is a student at Arizona State Univer-
sity, where she is studying political
science. She has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank MeKenna for the
dedication she has shown while work-
ing for me and my staff. It was a pleas-
ure to have her as part of our team. I
know she will have continued success
with all of her future endeavors. I wish
her all my best on her next journey.e

———
TRIBUTE TO AUTUMN JENSEN

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Autumn
Jensen for her hard work as an intern
in my Cheyenne office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.
Autumn is a native of Lander. She is
a sophomore at the University of Wyo-
ming, studying political science and
statistics. She has demonstrated a
strong work ethic, which has made her
an invaluable asset to our office. The
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