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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) is necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 316 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Nelson 

Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Cochran McCain Murray 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 
On this vote, the yeas are 53, the nays 
are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of James C. Ho, of Texas, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Fifth Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that at a time 
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for consideration of 
Calendar No. 193, the nomination of 
Owen West to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense. I further ask that 
there be 30 minutes of debate on the 
nomination, equally divided in the 
usual form; that following the use or 
yielding back of time, the Senate vote 
on confirmation with no intervening 
action or debate; and that, if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that at a time 
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for consideration of 
Calendar No. 241, the nomination of J. 
Paul Compton to be General Counsel of 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. I further ask that there 
be 120 minutes of debate on the nomi-
nation, equally divided in the usual 
form; that following the use or yielding 
back of time, the Senate vote on con-
firmation with no intervening action 
or debate; and that, if confirmed, the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN ERIC 
BALLIET 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize and honor the 
extraordinary service and sacrifice of 
Captain Eric Balliet of the Fort Wayne 
Fire Department. Service to his com-
munity and compassion were qualities 
that defined Eric’s life. 

Eric was a 19-year veteran with the 
Fort Wayne Fire Department who de-
voted his life to the Fort Wayne com-
munity. A compassionate and devout 
father, husband, friend, and leader, 
Eric was someone whom everyone 
knew and loved in the community. He 
will be remembered as a hero. 

On September 27, 2017, Eric was lead-
ing a training exercise. After per-
forming the physically demanding 
drill, Eric suffered a heart attack and 
passed away. He led the fire depart-
ment as a captain, and Fire Chief Eric 
Lahey called Eric’s passing ‘‘a great 
loss for the Fort Wayne fire depart-
ment.’’ Lahey also said, ‘‘He was a 
good firefighter. A good man. We’re 
going to miss him.’’ At the time of his 
passing, Eric was eligible and sched-
uled for promotion to the rank of bat-
talion chief and was promoted post-
humously to that rank. He put his life 
on the line so that Hoosiers could have 
the chance to live in peace and safety, 
and we are eternally grateful. 

Eric was born and raised in Fort 
Wayne. He graduated from Northrop 
High School in 1994 and earned an asso-

ciate’s degree from Ivy Tech. He not 
only served his community as a fire-
fighter but also as a paramedic with 
Three Rivers Ambulance Authority, a 
deputy coroner with the Allen County 
Coroner’s Office, captain of traffic divi-
sion in the Allen County Sheriff Re-
serves, and dean of campers at the 
Great Lake Burn Camp. 

Eric was a member of Pathway Chris-
tian Church. He adored his two chil-
dren and loved spending time with 
them. He was known for his ability to 
make anyone laugh and for his genuine 
care for everyone he came across. He is 
remembered for his service and sac-
rifice. 

He is survived and deeply missed by 
his wife, Alicia, and their twin chil-
dren, Lucas and Alyssa; father, Gail; 
mother, Deborah; brother, Aaron; sis-
ter, Tina; grandparents, in-laws, 
nieces, nephews, and cousins; and his 
fellow firefighters. He loved his job as a 
Fort Wayne firefighter, and no amount 
of gratitude can repay Eric or his loved 
ones for his sacrifice. 

Through his compassion and his dedi-
cation to his community, Eric exempli-
fied Hoosier values. His memory will 
not soon be forgotten. May God wel-
come Eric home and give comfort to 
his family and friends. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO MEKENNA CARMAN 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to MeKenna 
Carman for her hard work as an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office. I recog-
nize her efforts and contributions to 
my office, as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

MeKenna is a native of Arizona. She 
is a student at Arizona State Univer-
sity, where she is studying political 
science. She has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank MeKenna for the 
dedication she has shown while work-
ing for me and my staff. It was a pleas-
ure to have her as part of our team. I 
know she will have continued success 
with all of her future endeavors. I wish 
her all my best on her next journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AUTUMN JENSEN 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Autumn 
Jensen for her hard work as an intern 
in my Cheyenne office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Autumn is a native of Lander. She is 
a sophomore at the University of Wyo-
ming, studying political science and 
statistics. She has demonstrated a 
strong work ethic, which has made her 
an invaluable asset to our office. The 
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quality of her work is reflected in her 
great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Autumn for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAKE KENNEDY 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Jake Ken-
nedy for his hard work as an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office. I recognize 
his efforts and contributions to my of-
fice, as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming. 

Jake is a native of California. He is a 
graduate of Bucknell University, where 
he studied political science and govern-
ment. He has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Jake for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEX LUPSAIU 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Alex 
Lupsaiu for his hard work as an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office. I recog-
nize his efforts and contributions to 
my office, as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

Alex is a native of California. He at-
tended the University of California, 
Los Angeles, and the University of Ox-
ford, where he studied philosophy. He 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made him an invaluable 
asset to our office. The quality of his 
work is reflected in his great efforts 
over the last several months. 

I want to thank Alex for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1208. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 9155 Schaefer Road, Converse, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Converse Veterans Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 1733. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Energy to review and update a report on the 

energy and environmental benefits of the re- 
refining of used lubricated oil. 

H.R. 2872. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to promote hydropower develop-
ment at existing nonpowered dams, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 2880. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to promote closed-loop pumped 
storage hydropower, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3638. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1100 Kings Road in Jacksonville, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Rutledge Pearson Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 3655. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1300 Main Street in Belmar, New Jersey, 
as the ‘‘Dr. Walter S. McAfee Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3971. An act to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act and the Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act of 1974 to modify the require-
ments for community financial institutions 
with respect to certain rules relating to 
mortgage loans, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4171. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to extend the authority to con-
duct telework travel expenses test programs, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4285. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 123 Bridgeton Pike in Mullica Hill, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘James C. ‘Billy’ Johnson 
Post Office Building’’. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 1238(b)(3) of the 
Floyd D. Spence National Defense Au-
thorization Act of Fiscal Year 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 7002), as amended, the Minority 
Leader re-appoints the following indi-
viduals to the United States-China 
Economic and Security Review Com-
mission, effective January 1, 2018: Ms. 
Carolyn Bartholomew of Washington, 
DC and Mr. Michael Wessel of Falls 
Church, Virginia. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1208. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 9155 Schaefer Road, Converse, Texas, as 
the ‘‘Converse Veterans Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1733. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Energy to review and update a report on the 
energy and environmental benefits of the re- 
refining of used lubricating oil; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 2872. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to promote hydropower develop-
ment at existing nonpowered dams, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

H.R. 2880. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to promote closed-loop pumped 
storage hydropower, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 3638. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1100 Kings Road in Jacksonville, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Rutledge Pearson Post Office Build-
ing’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3655. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1300 Main Street in Belmar, New Jersey, 
as the ‘‘Dr. Walter S. McAfee Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3971. An act to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act and the Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act of 1974 to modify the require-
ments for community financial institutions 
with respect to certain rules relating to 
mortgage loans, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 4171. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to extend the authority to con-
duct telework travel expenses test programs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 4285. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 123 Bridgeton Pike in Mullica Hill, New 
Jersey, as the ‘‘James C. ’Billy’ Johnson 
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3675. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Investment Company 
Reporting Modernization’’ (RIN3235–AL42) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 12, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–3676. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of 
Land Management, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Waste Prevention, 
Production Subject to Royalties, and Re-
source Conservation; Delay and Suspension 
of Certain Requirements’’ (RIN1004–AE54) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 8, 2017; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–3677. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Voluntary Consensus Standards Up-
date; Formaldehyde Emission Standards for 
Composite Wood Products; Withdrawal of Di-
rect Final Rule’’ (FRL No. 9971–38) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 11, 2017; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3678. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Renewable Fuel Standard Program: 
Standards for 2018 and Biomass-Based Diesel 
Volume for 2019’’ (FRL No. 9971–73–OAR) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 11, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3679. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Finding of Failure to Submit a Sec-
tion 110 State Implementation Plan for 
Interstate Transport for the 2012 Annual Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards for 
Fine Particles’’ (FRL No. 9971–88–Region 10) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 11, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3680. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Contingency Measures for the 1997 
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