
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8009 December 13, 2017 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, December 13, 2017, at 
9:30 a.m. in room SR–328A to conduct a 
hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017, at 10 a.m. in room SH–216 to con-
duct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, December 13, 2017, at 9:50 
a.m. in room SD–406 to consider the 
nomination R. D. James, of Missouri, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works, Department of 
Defense. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, December 13, 2017, at 10 
a.m. in room SD–406 to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission’’. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, 2017, at 9:30 a.m. to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Using Force: Stra-
tegic, Political, and Legal Consider-
ations’’. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, 2017, at 2:30 a.m. to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Treaties’’. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017, at 10 a.m. in room SD–430 to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Implementa-
tion of the 21st Century Cures Act: Re-
sponding to Mental Health Needs’’. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017, in room S–216 to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: 
Johnny Collett, of Kentucky, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services, Mitchell 
Zais, of South Carolina, to be Deputy 
Secretary, and James Blew, of Cali-
fornia, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Planning, Evaluation, and Policy De-
velopment, all of the Department of 
Education, William Beach, of Kansas, 

to be Commissioner of Labor Statis-
tics, Kate S. O’Scannlain, of Maryland, 
to be Solicitor, and Scott A. Mugno, of 
Pennsylvania, and Preston Rutledge, of 
the District of Columbia, both to be an 
Assistant Secretary, all of the Depart-
ment of Labor, and other pending 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
13, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room SD–226 to 
conduct a hearing on the following con-
firmation: Elizabeth L. Branch, of 
Georgia, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit, R. Stan 
Baker, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of 
Georgia, Charles Barnes Goodwin, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Oklahoma, Mat-
thew J. Kacsmaryk, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern 
District of Texas, Matthew Spencer Pe-
tersen, of Virginia, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia, and Eli Jeremy Richardson, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of Tennessee. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

The Subcommittee on Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Service is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, December 13, 2017, 
at 10 a.m. to conduct a closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 

The Subcommittee on Personnel of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
13, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room SR–253 to 
conduct a hearing research, diagnosis, 
and treatment for traumatic brain in-
jury/concussion in servicemembers. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

The Subcommittee on Antitrust, 
Competition Policy and Consumer 
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
December 13, 2017, at 2 p.m. in room 
SD–226 to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The Consumer Welfare Standard in 
Antitrust: Outdated or a Harbor in Sea 
of Doubt?’’. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Nima Binara, 
a detailee on my Judiciary Committee 
staff, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Alisha Bi, be granted floor privileges 
for the remainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 14, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, De-
cember 14; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Ho nomination; finally, 
that all time during recess, adjourn-
ment, morning business, and leader re-
marks count postcloture on the Ho 
nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of our Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Florida. 

f 

DACA 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, Senator 
DURBIN has been leading a group of us 
talking about DACA, or the Dreamers. 
I wish to tell the Senate two stories. 

I wish to tell you about Elisha 
Dawkins. He was a baby who was 
brought from the Bahamas at age 6 
months. He grew up in America. He 
grew up in Jacksonville, FL. He never 
knew anything about his roots. He only 
knew that he was in America. 

He served two tours in Iraq. He came 
back and joined the Navy Reserve. He 
had a top secret clearance and was sent 
to the very sensitive post of Guanta-
namo, where he was given a job as a 
photographer—obviously, a very sen-
sitive position. 

Through an application for a pass-
port and checking on the background 
of the passport, it came to be learned 
that he had come to America as an in-
fant, and for what reason—for the life 
of me, it has not been explained—he 
was arrested and thrown in jail by a 
U.S. attorney. Once this case came to 
the light of day and some of us started 
speaking out about it, a Federal dis-
trict judge took it in her hands to lec-
ture the U.S. attorney, and only be-
cause of that, Elisha Dawkins was re-
leased from jail. 

As a result, we then started getting 
into it, and Elisha Dawkins was finally 
given his citizenship, and he is now 
serving in his native Jacksonville. He 
is a nurse. 

Here is an individual who had served 
two tours in Iraq and was in a top se-
cret clearance in the service to the 
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