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Brianna and Tania for sharing this remarkable 
man with us. 

Our deepest love and prayers are with his 
family. May it bring them some measure of 
comfort that so many mourn with them and 
continue to be inspired by him. 

During this difficult time, our full support is 
also with Acting Mayor London Breed, the 
Board of Supervisors and all the people of 
San Francisco. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SALVATION ARMY 
OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Salvation Army on its 125th 
anniversary in Rock Island County, Illinois. 

The Salvation Army opened in Moline in 
1892, 27 years after it was founded in London. 
The Moline Salvation Army was started after 
immigrants from Europe and Sweden came to 
the area in the 1890s in order to find work at 
John Deere. After arriving in the region, a 
group of Swedish men wrote back to their 
home country to ask that officers be sent to 
start a church. The Salvation Army’s first serv-
ices were held in a rented space above a sa-
loon in the Browning Block Building on the 
southwest corner of 15th Street and 5th Ave-
nue in Moline in 1892. A Rock Island Salva-
tion Army opened just one year later. In 1993, 
the two merged to become the Moline Salva-
tion Army, which has been in its current loca-
tion since 2000. 

The Salvation Army has given women the 
same leadership opportunities as men. 
Women serve as pastors, Bible teachers and 
social service workers; they also lead min-
istries and carry the same rank as male coun-
terparts. 

The Salvation Army’s original mission has 
evolved over the years. It was first founded 
with the basic social services principles of tak-
ing care of the physical and emotional needs 
of the hungry and homeless, but has grown to 
take on disaster relief services, child care cen-
ters, summer camps, holiday assistance, serv-
ices for the aging, veterans programs, shelters 
for women and children, family and career 
counseling, vocational training, correctional 
services, and substance abuse rehabilitation. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to congratulate 
The Salvation Army on its 125th anniversary 
in Rock Island County and wish it another suc-
cessful 125 years. 
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HONORING FRAN MACALLISTER 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dear friend, Fran MacAllister, who 
passed away on December 8, 2017. 

Fran was born in Portland, Indiana on Feb-
ruary 1, 1922. She attended Ball State Univer-
sity and helped in the World War II efforts by 

working as an accountant for a company that 
manufactured wings for bombers and volun-
teered as a nurse’s aide for the Red Cross. 
Fran was deeply involved in the music and 
arts communities and played the organ and 
accordion. She shared her love for the arts 
with her family and enjoyed spending time 
with them in her favorite place, Naples, Flor-
ida. Fran also devoted her time to Habitat for 
Humanity, the local YMCA board, and the 
League of Women Voters. 

On a personal note, Fran was a devoted 
wife to my good friend P.E. MacAllister who is 
one of my life heroes; a scholar, gentleman, 
sports fan, a devout Presbyterian, an extraor-
dinary civic and business leader in Indiana, 
and one of the wisest and most decent men 
I have ever known. 

Fran will be mourned most by those who 
knew her best, and she will be missed by all. 
Fran is survived by her husband, P.E., daugh-
ters Daphne (Walter), and Jodi; grandchildren 
Megan, Eryn, Corinne, Olivia, Thomas, 
Coulter, and Barrett and great-grandchildren 
Elena and Matthew, whom I give my deepest 
sympathies. Fran lived a gratifying life and had 
profound impact on countless Hoosiers, and 
her life should be an inspiration to us all. 
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THANKING THEODORE R. 
BECHLTOL, JR. FOR HIS DEDI-
CATED SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to one of the truly out-
standing individuals who works at the U.S. 
Capitol, Mr. Theodore R. Bechltol, Jr. 

Better known to many of us as the Super-
intendent of the U.S. Capitol Grounds, Ted is 
responsible for preserving and maintaining 
more than 290 acres of the historic landscape 
and infrastructure across the U.S. Capitol 
campus. 

Prior to being promoted to his current posi-
tion in 2007, Ted served as the Deputy Super-
intendent for U.S. Capitol Grounds. As part of 
Ted’s responsibilities, he ensures the routine 
and periodic landscape maintenance, com-
prehensive tree care, and upkeep of the sup-
porting infrastructure, vehicles, and equipment 
are completed. Additionally, snow removal, 
trash collection, and support for major events, 
such as the annual December Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony, are key responsibilities for 
supporting our U.S. Capitol campus. In total, 
Ted has taken part in 13 U.S. Capitol Christ-
mas Tree events. 

Throughout Ted’s years at the U.S. Capitol, 
he worked hard to bring recognition to the his-
torical significance of the grounds and helped 
to produce cultural landscape reports. His 
depth of knowledge about Frederick Law 
Olmsted, the American landscape architect 
who designed the U.S. Capitol Grounds, has 
changed how each section of the grounds are 
cared for, with a focus on historical horti-
culture. 

Ted has also consulted on historical horti-
culture work at many institutions throughout 
the east coast. 

Under his leadership, the U.S. Capitol 
Grounds have received designation as an ac-

credited arboretum, a notable industry stand-
ard. 

On Friday, January 5, 2018, Ted Bechltol 
will retire from his position as Superintendent 
of the U.S. Capitol Grounds for the Architect 
of the Capitol. 

In retirement, he will be spending more time 
with his granddaughter, working on home im-
provement projects, and enjoy hiking and 
beach trips. He will continue to explore Amer-
ican history trails—he and his wife recently 
hiked Gettysburg and Civil War trails. 

Although we are sad to see someone with 
Ted’s accomplishments leave the service of 
the institution, I offer him my sincere best 
wishes in his retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAN AND KARL 
KNOCK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jan and 
Karl Knock for being inducted into the Creston 
High School Hall of Fame as Distinguished 
Contributors on Friday, September 29, 2017. 

Karl and Jan were deeply involved in the 
Creston school district by providing programs 
and opportunities for students. One of those 
programs is the school’s Environmental and 
Spatial Technology class (EAST). They have 
also been involved with the Character Counts 
program and with diversity programs. Karl was 
a 1968 graduate of Creston schools and after 
moving back to Creston with Jan in 1989, 
wanted to make Creston a place where to-
day’s students can thrive. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Jan 
and Karl for receiving this award, and for pro-
viding the youth in Iowa’s 3rd district the edu-
cation that they will need to be successful. It 
is with great pride that I recognize leaders like 
Jan and Karl in the United States Congress 
and I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him for this outstanding 
achievement and in wishing them both nothing 
but the best. 
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HONORING BERTHA ROGERS AND 
BRIGHT HILL PRESS & LIT-
ERARY CENTER OF THE CATS-
KILLS 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that I rise today to rec-
ognize the illustrious career of Bertha Rogers, 
the Founding Director of Bright Hill Press & 
Literary Center of the Catskills, on the occa-
sion of her retirement and the twenty-fifth an-
niversary of Bright Hill Press. With her hus-
band, Ernest M. Fishman, Bertha co-founded 
Bright Hill Press in 1992. Since then, through 
her dedicated work as an educator, mentor 
and an artist, Bright Hill has become an epi-
center of free thinking and creativity, and a 
haven for writers both young and old. 
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