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MEDIA HELPED ELECT A SENATOR 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the liberal media helped elect a U.S. 
Senator from Alabama. Their alliance 
with the Democratic Party is now so 
close, we should call them mediacrats. 
Admittedly, the mediacrats got an as-
sist from some Republicans, as well as 
the candidate himself. 

The primary lesson to be learned 
from the election is that Republicans 
must confront media bias. They must 
constantly point it out and remind the 
American people of this corrosive ef-
fect on our election process. Repub-
licans should join the President expos-
ing fake news. 

The media should trust the American 
people with the facts, not tell them 
what to think. Because the media is so 
biased, their credibility with the Amer-
ican people is at an all-time low. 

For the sake of our country and for 
the sake of fair elections, I hope the 
media will return to their paramount 
responsibility: providing the American 
people with unbiased news. 

f 

MOMENT OF TRUTH 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, Donald 
Trump claims he has ‘‘nothing to do 
with Russia,’’ but we have seen damn-
ing revelations: secret meetings, busi-
ness and financial entanglements, and 
elaborate attempts to conceal informa-
tion. 

In any other era, these would be 
bombshells, but our nonstop media 
cycle, fueled by Trump’s constant infu-
sions of drama, make it hard to con-
nect the dots. It is not that we lack 
evidence of Trump-Russia ties, it is 
that there is so much, it makes your 
head spin. 

So today, I am beginning a ‘‘moment 
of truth’’ series of speeches to point 
out facts that show an administration 
that is compromised and that not only 
colluded with Russia, but has ob-
structed justice to keep us from know-
ing the truth. 

One of many smoking guns is from 
2015, when Trump’s associate, Felix 
Sater, was seeking financing from a 
Russian bank facing American sanc-
tions to build a Trump Tower in Mos-
cow. This email from Sater to Trump’s 
personal attorney speaks for itself: 
‘‘I’ll get Putin on this program, and 
we’ll get Donald elected.’’ 

There is a lot more to come. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF SANDY 
HOOK SHOOTING 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute and com-
memorate the sad fifth anniversary of 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting, which took the lives of 20 in-
nocent children and six brave edu-
cators. 

Last night, I stood on the floor of the 
House and indicated how breathless I 
felt when the news came in: One child, 
2 children, 3 children, 4 children, 5 chil-
dren, 6 children, 7 children, 8 children, 
9 children, 10 children, 11 children, 12 
children, 13 children, 14 children, 15 
children, 16 children, 17 children, 18 
children, 19 children, 20 children, and 
the brave adults who tried to save their 
lives, including the mother of the per-
petrator. 

I rise today to join in the call for 
acts of kindness. Tomorrow, I will be 
giving out books at the Blackshear El-
ementary School. I will be giving out 
shoes in my district to the Forest 
Brook Middle School. 

I hope that we understand what it is 
not about: guns don’t kill; people do. 
Guns kill. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that we 
have real gun safety legislation. At the 
same time, I hope that, as we look to-
ward the needs of our Nation, the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and 
those who are suffering from hurri-
canes will be part of our kindness. 

I take a moment for these children. I 
honor the Sandy Hook children and the 
brave adults who tried to save their 
lives. May God bless them all. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to join my col-
leagues in honoring and remembering all of 
the victims of the tragic shootings at the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 
CT five years ago. 

Nearly five years after a mass shooter mur-
dered 20 children and six adults at Sandy 
Hook elementary school, Republican politi-
cians are still blocking any attempt to pass 
tougher federal gun control laws. 

The lack of congressional action has 
prompted outrage, despair, and a sense that 
the gun debate is intractable. 

As the Founder and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus and a senior 
Member of the Judiciary Committee, I have lis-
tened to the tragic testimony of individuals 
who have survived or lost loved ones as a re-
sult of gun violence. 

It is still painful for those who recall the 
news from Newtown, Connecticut on that day 
five years ago. 

The story of Sandy Hook was particularly 
frightening for those of us who are parents or 
grandparents. 

The community and the families directly im-
pacted continue to reel from the inconceivable 
tragedy that took place at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary on December 14, 2012. 

Our hearts still ache with sadness and dis-
belief for the families and loved ones of the 
children and women who lost their lives in this 
senseless act of violence. 

I also recognize and applaud the heroic ef-
forts made by the teachers, administrators, 

and law enforcement officials who acted quick-
ly to secure and protect the lives of the chil-
dren who survived this deadly encounter. 

I, along with other parents in America, know 
that the healing process continues for the par-
ents, siblings, and friends of the 20 children 
who died on December 14, 2012. 

Our prayers go to the families and col-
leagues of the teachers, councilor, and prin-
ciple of the school who were also killed in de-
fense of the children in their charge. 

This tragedy unlike any other in recent 
memory touched so many hearts and minds 
both in the United States and around the 
world that this weekend is particularly poign-
ant. 

The parents and grandparents who dropped 
off their children and grandchildren in the early 
morning hours of December 14, 2012, could 
never have imagined that by 10 a.m. on that 
morning they would have to face this tragedy. 

The deaths at Sandy Hook as well as those 
at Aurora and Columbine will be etched in our 
collective memories. 

These are moments when lives were need-
lessly lost due to gun violence. 

The nation united in grief one year ago, and 
many of us who strong support sensible gun 
safety laws thought the moment had finally ar-
rived when the policy makers, parents, teach-
ers, and law enforcement could join efforts to 
make our schools, parks, sidewalks, and 
homes safer from gun violence. 

We could all agree that the tragedy should 
not have occurred, but we could not find the 
common ground that would take any meaning-
ful step to reduce gun violence in the United 
States. 

We must join together in recognizing that 
this tragedy can happen in any community 
and we must immediately begin to address the 
underlying problems that would lead a young 
man to take up arms against defenseless 
women and children. 

The tragedy of Sandy Hook took us all by 
surprise, but there are hundreds of other trag-
edies around the nation that involve children 
falling victim to gun violence. 

Annually in the United States there are over 
30,000 gun related deaths. 

The total number of deaths associated with 
13 years of war in both Afghanistan and Iraq 
is 6,778 service men and women. 

No other nation had the level of gun vio-
lence per-capita as the United States unless 
they were actively engaged in a civil war or 
conflict with another nation. 

There are some things that cannot be 
rationalized by any means—one of the things 
that we as policy makers have to face is the 
threat of gun violence to our nation, commu-
nities, and families. 

I read with heartache the September 28, 
2013, New York Times article, ‘‘Children and 
Guns: The Hidden Toll,’’ published in Sep-
tember of this year. 

Some of the stories were tragic as they are 
familiar to those of us who work to reduce gun 
violence. 

Lucas Heagren, 3 years old, killed by a gun 
he found where his father temporarily hid it 
under a couch. 

Days later, Cassie Culpepper, age 11, who 
was shot and killed by her brother who 
thought a gun his father gave him to scare 
coyotes was unloaded. 

A few weeks later, Alex Whitfield, age 11 
was killed by a Glock pistol found in a closet 
by a 15 year old. 
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